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Ron Hardman to Speak at Bethany on September 27

Bethany United Methodist Church is honored to wededo our pulpit on Sept. 27 Mr. Ron Hardman. Ralh
bring the message at both services at our annuadcoation Sunday celebration, as we are commietigs once
again to the support of our church’s ministriesr §ix years (2000-2006) Ron served as Lay LeafdeoVirginia
Annual Conference, the highest elected positicaypdrson can hold within the conference. He hss sg¢rved as



president of the Southeast Jurisdiction AssociatibAnnual Conference Lay Leaders, as well as gesdiof the
Southeast Jurisdiction United Methodist Men. Heswbected as a delegate to General Conferencediay 1996,
2000, 2004, and 2008.

Ron retired from public service after a distingedrcareer for 28 years as Chief of Staff for a memab the U.S.
House of Representatives. His wife Martha servethe White House staff before her retirement. ayodon and

his wife reside at Windsor Meade, a United Methbdetirement community in Williamsburg, and theye ar
members of New Town United Methodist Church. Thardihans have two married daughters and three
grandsons.

Ron is sought after as a public speaker througthmuSoutheast, and we count ourselves fortunatewe secured
his services as our guest preacher for Consecr&oday. He will be sharing lunch with our congrsan
following our second service. You will not wantrtoss hearing his deep resonant voice and hisngfiwitness to
his faith in Jesus Christ.



_____________________________________________________________________

. Sermons for September

. Sept. 6 “Free Financial Advice” based on Proverbs

| 22:1-2,9,16,22-23

1 Sept. 13 “Making a Profit” based on Mark 8:34-38

. Sept. 20 “A Good and Faithful Stewardess” based on
| Proverbs 31:10-31 |
: Sept. 27 Ron Hardman, guest preacher

Prayer Focuses for September

Sept. 2 The Journey Sunday School Class

Sept. 9 Our Fall Sunday School Program

Sept. 16 The Women'’s Study Class

Sept. 23 Our Stewardship Campaign

Sept. 30 The AIM Sunday School Class

Join us for prayer in the Mary Lotsey classroonmr@ until
7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Church and Society Recycling Tips

A very good way to help the
environment, save space in our
landfill, and save money for
ourselves and our local
government is to use reusable
water bottles and fill them with
your own filtered water. Many
people have a filtering water
pitcher in their refrigerators
right now, and many have filtration systems attactee
their inlet water supply. The following facts (twit
sources properly cite at filterforgoo.com) indicadte
serious problems caused by the enormous consumptipn
of bottled water in our country. The site alsogegis
using Brita water filters and buying the reusabddtlb
for sale on their site, but the facts seem wel|
documented. The following is copied from their web
site.

Why is bottled water waste a concern? Here aregus

few reasons. . .
Americans used 50 billion water bottles in 2006
and sent 38 billion water bottles to landfills, the
equivalent of 912 million gallons of oil. If laid
end to end, that’s enough bottles to travel from
the Earth to the Moon and back 10 times. |
placed in a landfill or littered, those bottles
could take up to 1,000 years to biodegrade.
The energy we waste using bottled water would
be enough to power 190,000 homes.
In 2006, the average American used 167
disposable water bottles, but only recycled 38.

0

STEWARDSHI

SUNDHY Walk to Emmaus

Americans used about 50 billion plastic water
bottles in 2006. However the U.S.’s recycling
rate for plastic is only 23 percent, which means
38 billion water bottles —
more than $1 billion worth
of plastic — are wasted
each year.

Men’s and Women'’s Bible
Study

The Monday evening men’'s and
women’s Bible study will be
meeting on Mondays from 7:0-8:30
pm beginning Monday, September
14th

Im‘

The Emmaus Reunion Group meets the first three
Thursday’s of the month from 6:30-7:30 in the Mary
Lotsey classroom.

Consecration Sunday is coming —
September 27, 2009

Congregations that approach financial stewardsioim f
a biblical perspective do not view the money Crars
give to their church merely as a way to pay itdsbil
Rather, such congregations see financial contobatas

a way to help people grow spiritually in their
relationship with God by supporting their church’s
mission and ministry with a percentage of theioimes.

Our congregation’s Stewardship Committee has ssdect
the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Progesm
a way to teach the biblical and spiritual princgplef
generous giving in our stewardship education emphas
this year.

New Consecration Sundais based on the biblical
philosophy of the need of the giver to give for bisher
own spiritual development, rather than on the refatie
church to receive. Instead of treating people like
members of a social club who should pay dues, Ve wi
treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who tan
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.New
Consecration Sunday encourages people toward
proportionate and systematic giving in responsé¢h&
guestion, “What percentage of my income is Godruall
me to give?” During morning worship on Conseorat
Sunday, September 27, we are asking our attendekes a
members to make their financial commitments to our
church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational
ministries in this community and around the world.



Every attendee and member who completeEstimate
of Giving Carddoes so voluntarily by attending morning
worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people
attend who feel strongly opposed to completing ra.ca
The procedure is done in such a way that no onls fee
personal embarrassment if he or she chooses rfit to
out a card.

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to
complete cards. During morning worship our gues
leader, Ron Hardman, will conduct a brief period o
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members
making their commitments as a confidential act o
worship.

We will encourage participation in Consecration &n
events through the Consecration Sunday team a
administrative board members. Since we will make n
follow-up visits to ask people to complete theirdsa we
will make every effort to inform, inspire, and cotitm
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic particgrain
Consecration Sunday events.

Alan Harvey, Administrative Board Chairman

United Methodist Family Services
Recently my sister and | spent a
delightful morning touring the
United Methodist Family Services
(UMFS) location in Richmond. Itis
hard to believe that right off of
Broad Street there is a spacious,
beautiful, wooded, and serene
campus. You feel you have entered
another world as you turn off of the
busy highway.

Our tour was conducted by Linda Ray, UMFS
Community Ministries Coordinator, and her enthusias
and passion for this wonderful ministry was inspiri
As we visited each building she explained the psepaf
the area and the future vision and strategic doedt
was headed for in the coming years. We visitedotine
campus’ fully accredited school which houses sttiden
work in the library and a beautiful wall hanging time
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hall showing the facility’s philosophy based on theg

Circle of Courage which includes Belonging (builglin
trust and safety); Mastery (recognizing talents and
skills); Independence (promoting empowerment) and
Generosity (instilling purpose and greater conoectd
humanity). The student cabins, which house 10estisd
and 4 staff, are run just like a home. There ames to

be done, meals to be prepared and clothes to be
laundered. There is a chapel with a meditatiomear

A full gymnasium and a greenhouse are availablee T
students run the greenhouse and several times ra yea
have a plant sale. There is also a retirement famtbe
campus, and interaction between the students wigera

in age from 11-18 and the seniors is encouraged and
enjoyed.

One point Linda brought out is that they have aesev
shortage of foster families at this time. The osafor

this is so many of their foster parents have adbieir
foster children and for that reason cannot do foshee
anymore. WOW! What a wonderful reason to have a
shortage.

As with any non-profit organization there are many
needs and many ways to help and get involved. In
November we will have a representative from UMFS
speak at the Sunday services, and my hope is libvag a
with a love offering we will be able to send badkg
from our church to help with the ministry of this
wonderful empowering network of outreaching sersice
Look for more on this in the near future

- Sue Morecock, UMFS Representative



Acoustic soloist Timothy
Seaman brings together an
eclectic blend of music styles
unlike any other: sometimes the
deep voice of his four-octave
extended-range hammered
dulcimer takes on the heart of a
Chopin ballade, and at other
times the festivity of an old-time
mountain dance or a glistening
contemporary interpretation of a
whitewater canoe ride or a
highland hike among fir trees. His bamboo or silve
flute improvisations and passionate folk rendititaes/e
the air glowing with meaning --- and then the bowed
psaltery or the crafted vocal carries one’s mooad yet
another exploration.

A specialist in Virginia themes, nature, parks, ticel
roots and folk hymns, Timothy has since 1978 preduc
or co-produced sixteen recordings totaling 98,00
copies, including the well-receivddere on This Ridge
for Shenandoah National Pakkelebration of Centuries
for his home town, Williamsburg's tri-centennial;
Sycamore Rapiddeaturing the hammered dulcimer in
“adventures out among the trees of Virginia's Paukd
Forests,"Virginia Wildlife, for the Department of Game
and Inland Fisheriestamestown: On the Edge of a Vast
Continent for the 408 commemoration:; an@leansing
Fountain folk hymn interpretations for the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Although many tracks on these CDs are fu
ensemble arrangements (often with all instrument
played by Seaman himself), they carry the samestyari
and flow of thought that characterize his solo pnes.

At a Seaman concert, expect to be exhilarated, @tnus
awed, surprised, personally involved (maybe singing
chorus or playing along on Irish bodhran or Thaigj
and enriched by real substance. Come and fin
traditional, newly composed, and Baroque music thd
reviewers have referred to as “soul-to-soul” antity
lyrical.”
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Bethany Installs Handicapped-
Friendly Back Door

Thanks to the diligence of our Board of Trusteed an
generous gift from the Memorials Committee, Bethany
Church has a brand-new door at our office entraaice
the rear of the church building. The manner inchlhi
our previous double doors were hinged made it
extremely difficult for persons in wheelchairs e on
their own. The door opened in their face, andehveas
insufficient space for a wheelchair to maneuveuado
the open door to enter. The new high-quality meter
that has been installed opens away from the person
approaching and can be readily entered by a peénsan
wheelchair without additional assistance. A newasgl
panel has been installed, not only giving moretligh
the back foyer, but also allowing those leavingrfrthe
inside to see those approaching from the outsitlkee
door has been keyed to match the other locks on our
exterior doors.

New Arrivals

Congratulations to Jim and Gerlinde
Stevens on the birth of their first
grandchild, Skyler Logan Pierre
Stevens, born on June'®3
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4 Congratulations to Paul and Nancy
Kendall on the birth of grandson Silas
James Gulley. Born on July'3
weighing 5Ibs 11 oz. and was 19 %2 long, to Sally an
Jeremy Gulley.

Congratulations to Jay and Tiffany Busch on théhtof
a daughter, Mattilyn Anne, on Juli.7 She weighed 7Ib
40z and was 21" long. Grandparents are Isabetla an
Doug Wheat andreat-grandmother Kathleen Mattox.

Congratulations to Kenneth and Irene Hogge on ittle b
of a granddaughter, Emma, born on July 7 to Caivih
April Hogge. She weighted 4lbs 14 0z and was 19 %"
long.

Congratulations to Ryan and Melissa Brooks on titl b
of a son, Cyler Hudgins Brooks, and to brothersr@on
and Carson. Cyler was born on July 12 and wei§iied
8 0z and was 21 2" long. Grandparents are Witlig a
Mary Linda Brooks.

Congratulations to David and Beth Belvin on thetbaf
a grandson, Julian Ronald Woodlen, born on Ju‘l'i/tmfs
their daughter Ashley and Sean.

Congratulations to Richard and Pat Miller on thethbof
a great grandson, Noah Franklin Richard Lourinigle
weighed 7 Ib 1 oz and was 19” long.

Congratulations to Ryan and Johanna Tilley on thHa b
of a daughter, Bailey Elizabeth, and to Debbieg¥ilbn
the birth of her first grandchild.



Congratulations to Donna and Jeff Lane on the aro¥
grandson, Ezra Blue Toben, born on August 1, 2609 t
their daughter Megan and Tim Toben.

Notes of Appreciation
| would like to thank Pastor Steve
and Susan for their sincere
kindness shown to me during my
stay in the hospital and since my
return home. Also my many
thanks to my church family for
their visits, food, phone calls,
cards, and all acts of kindness
shown to me since my accident. May God bless e&ch
you. In Christian love, Lavalle Wilson
Ann and Lawson Byrd wish to thank everyone a
Bethany for the many cards, phone calls, visitd an
other acts of sympathy shown to them at the passing
her mother Gladys Davis.
Thank you so kindly and from the bottom of our hear
for your care and concern during the passing of sBil
mother, Doris Lewis — our NeeNee. How can weg
express our appreciation for the sumptuous boun
prepared for those attending NeeNee's service? r Yo
planning and thoughtfulness meant so much to eéch
her children and their families. Bill was so toadhwith
the red, white and blue theme in keeping with bot
NeeNee and Bennett's military past. The foods
beverages and desserts provided by the churchyfam
were so good and we're sure that no one left huongry
thirsty!!

Thanks to everyone of you for keeping in touch with
NeeNee during her stay at Gloucester house.
Though she didn't get to church that often recershe
always considered it — and you — her family and her
dearest friends. How fitting that all of you wehere
for her on this day — sharing your love and yourmta
with all of us in the feeding of our bodies and the
nourishment of our spirit through your kindness ko
during our time of loss.

We are forever grateful. - Bill and Sandra Lewis

Praise God, my prayers for a repaired porch roetha
been answeredPatrick Kiley suggested my porch roof
as a Helping Hands project. Early Monday, 6 finang
men, 5 from Bethany, arrived to begin working on my
roof. David Campbell, Matyas Nielsen, Jordan Cluts,
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Justin White and Will Daugherty amazed me with

their maturity and willingness to do anything aslad
them. David, Matyas, Jordan and Justin gave up the
Saturday morning to finish the job. God has giwvena
great blessing — | met some great young men amgé h
a roof that no longer leaks. | don't have the vgotd
express how blessed feel. Bethany should be vewydp
of these outstanding young men and all the younglpe
that gave up a week to help others. — Jeannie Meisn

To the Good Folks at Bethany:

Many thanks for the calls, cards and visits sidaek
has had his shoulder surgery. Steve and Susan have
been especially attentive which we have really
appreciated.  Jack’s therapy is coming along and
hopefully he will get most of the use back in thatn.
God bless you all. — Jack and Mary Kaylor

Jim and Barbara Draper wish to thank their frieatls
Bethany for the many acts of sympathy shown them at
the recent death of their daughter Debbie Daltdime
prayers, cards, calls, and other acts of concere ha
meant very much to both of us.

Tom, Sarah, Cailey, and Will Beaudoin moved from
Hayes to Cheboygan, Michigan, in June, where Tom
serves in the Coast Guard. Their address is: 655
Blackthorn Dr., Cheboygan, Ml 49721.

“Many thanks to our family at BUMC for the warm
welcome, all the support, and well wishes overphst
couple years, and, most importantly, for letting sy

in the choir. On a personal note it has been nyaays
since I've been an active member in any church, but
after a few weeks of attending Bethany | knew iswa
time to come back to God’s house. You have beereth
for me and my family through a wedding, a birthdan
now a transfer, and | thank you all from the bottom
my heart. Fair Winds and Following Seas, and mag Go
bless you all!”

Bethany Bids Farewell to Longest
Member

Doris Glazebrook Lewis, who joined Bethany Chunch i
1929, passed away on July 7 at the age of 90 yeirs.
was the longest living member of Bethany Church. A
lovely funeral service was held in the church saact

on July 9. Dottie was a resident of the Glouceldtause

at the time of her death. The church sends itpaite
sympathy to her four children: Dianne, Bill, Jaaed
Betsy. Several of her nieces and nephews areeactiv
members of Bethany. Memorial contributions hier
name have been designated to the Pastor's
Discretionary Fund.



Sandra Harvey a District UMW Leader

Bethany member Sandra
Harvey is serving a two-
year term as Education and
Interpretation  Coordinator
for the Rappahannock
District United Methodist
Women. As part of the
responsibilities  of  her
office, she plans and organizes the District UMWhMI
School of Christian Missions (held in August). To
prepare for the event she attended the Virgini
Conference School of Missions at Blackstone. Th
Mini-School is a one-day distillation of the weethtp
school held on the district, making it easier foet
women of the Rappahannock District to attend.

Sandra is also in charge of promoting the “Missior
Today” program in each UMC unit. Through reading
selected mission books, making a pledge to missio
attending district mission events, and making Kkis
conference, local
district. = The last several years Bethany has bee
recognized at the “Silver” level of participatiotsandra
also serves on the Conference Mission Interpretatic
Committee, which encourages each local church tio be
a covenant relationship with a United Methodist
missionary. Sandra’s job takes her around to wikier
local church UMW groups in order to bring
encouragement from the district and to take baeksdo
help other churches. Sandra, we’re proud of yol
leadership on the Rappahannock District UMW!

Bethany Welcomes Eleven New Members

On July 12, Bethany had the
joy of welcoming ten new

members into our church
family. On August 9, an
eleventh member was

received. They are as follows:

Margie Morris received the
Sacrament of Baptism and joined Bethany by Prajessi
of Faith. Margie and her husband Robert reside2av
Bray Rd. in Hayes (642-9156). She has four grow|
children and twelve grandchildren. She is emplogead
childcare teacher at La Petite Academy in Williaargh

Tim and Betty Morris both received the Sacrament of
Baptism and joined by Profession of Faith. Theyeha
four children: Karen (10), Edward (7), Scott (5), and

Kristina (4). Tim is Margie Morris’ son. They make
their home at 26 Del Lago Dr. in Williamsburg (757-

units receive recognition by the
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888-1979). Tim is an assistant manager at Wal-Mart
and Betty is a stay-at-home mom.

Barbara Blais joined by Profession of Faith. She was
baptized in southern New Jersey, where she grew up.
She and her husband Paul reside at 1850 Sawgrass
Pointe Dr. in Hayes (642-3538). Barbara is volarite
with the Gloucester unit of the Medical Reserve gSor
that helps prepare for natural disasters.

Andy and Gina White joined by Profession of Faith.
They have six children at homeHarley (19), Vicky
(14), Chrissy (12), Andy (11), Ricky (9), andGabby
(6). The Whites live at 6567 George Washington
Memorial Highway in Gloucester (824-9584). Gina
words as a pricing coordinator at Farm Fresh; Aisdy
currently disabled.

Warren and Candy Douglas transferred their
membership from Peninsula Baptist Church in White
Marsh (now closed). They have one daugiaekota
Sharpe (13). The Douglas family resides at 7026hBi
St. in Hayes (642-5849). Warren works at Advance
Auto Parts, and Candy is a homemaker.

Yvonne White transferred her membership from
Peninsula Baptist Church in White Marsh. She liges
7027 Birch St. in Hayes (684-5990). Yvonne istaad
case manager with the Office of the Aging. Yvohas
three grown children, Candy, Andy, and Randy; nine
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

Teresa Kelley and her daughterAshley Jo (14),
transferred their membership from Susanna Wesley
UMC in Ordinary. They make their home at 7476
Lafayette Heights Dr. in Gloucester Point (815-3603
Teresa is the Benefits Administrator at Williamsipur
Landing. Teresa also has a grown son and four
grandchildren. Ashley Jo is a rising§ §rader at Page
Middle School.

Conference and District Budgets Hold the
Line
Knowing the tenuous economic situation of many

United Methodist churches, the Virginia Confereaod
the Rappahannock District have done everything



possible to minimize budget increases for the neary
The 2010 budget for the Rappahannock Distric
Administrative Fund,
Parsonage Fund shows zero total increase from 20(
The 2010 budget for the Virginia Annual Conferencq
shows a 0.82% ($258,938) increase over 2009. higlpi
to keep the conference budget increase low was
decision of all the 18 district superintendentsaibback
their salaries to their 2008 levels. Local church
apportionments not only rise with district and ayehce
budgets, but also based on a formula that takes in
account the rise of budgets of local churches.

Pastor Steve Offers Confirmation
Training
Once again this fall, Pastor Steve will offer ctssgo

prepare young people to publicly profess theirhfairt
Jesus Christ, be confirmed in the Holy Spirit, and

become fully functional members of Bethany Church|

Classes will be offered on Sunday afternoons fr@d3
until 1:45 p.m. A light lunch will precede eaclas$ at
12:15 p.m. Topics covered in the ten classes wi
include Faith in God, the Scriptures, Jesus Chris
Salvation, Walking with God, the Sacraments, Unite
Methodist Traditions, Christian Vocation, and Churc
Membership. Youth % grade and up are eligible to
attend the classes. Youth Director Sondra Cohyéft
be assisting the pastor. The first class will le¢édon
Sunday, September 13, and is open to both paredts &
youth. Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for Decemb
13. Please let the pastor or Sondra know of youttys
interest in participating.

Pastor to Lead Video Series
in October

On the five Thursday evenings of

October, Pastor Steve will present a

video series entitled “Seeing Gray in a

World of Black and White”. The

video series features Rev. Adam

Hamilton, senior pastor of the 12,000

member Church of the Resurrection

(United Methodist) in metropolitan Kansas City. €Th
study explores the role of faith in public life.
Participants will be encouraged to listen, leamd aee
truth as multi-sided, and to seek out a middle wa
between the extreme left and the extreme right.e Th
class will be offered from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. Oet. 1,

8, 15, 22, and 29.

Pastor Offers Adult Membership Class
Pastor Steve will offer an introductory class falulis

the Program Fund, and the
9.

14

who are considering becoming a member of Bethar

Yy

UMC. The class has three parts and addresses basic
Christian beliefs, important United Methodist prees,
and the responsibilities and privileges of church
membership. The classes will be offered during the
Sunday School hour (9:45 until 10:45 a.m.) on
September 13, 20, and 27. All interested persoes a
invited to attend. Please call the pastor (642021fL
you have questions.

Rappahannock District Conference at
Lower UMC

The Rappahannock District Conference, held annually
is scheduled this year for Sunday, September 2 8
until 5 p.m., at Lower UMC in Hartfield. Rev. Joe
Carson, Rappahannock District Superintendent, will
preside, and Rev. Mark Ogren, Ashland D.S., will
preach. Although all persons are invited to attend
district conference, the following Bethany persbase
voting rights: the pastor, Lay Leader (Archie Ll®ig
Administrative Board chair and UMM President (Alan
Harvey), Sunday School superintendent (Bernard
Robins), UMW president (Marsha Miller), district
steward (Doris Luther), and three at-large members
(David Chapin, Paul Kendall, and a youth).

Blessing of the Animals on October 4

One of the most popular events of
the church year is the annual
Blessing of the Animals service, held
each year near to the feast day of St.
Francis, the patron saint of animals,
on October 4. This year our service
will be held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday,
Oct. 4, on the church lawn to the
north of our building. Pet owners
are invited to bring all of their
sociable animals for a special prayer of thanksgjdnd
blessing by the pastor.

Church Carillon Repaired

For almost two months the bells did not ring athBety

due to a malfunction of the software program of our
digital carillon. The computer hardware had toseeat

to Richmond twice to be re-programmed. Compliaatin
matters was the fact that the company from whom we
bought the carillon, Van Bergen, recently went ofit
business, and their accounts were taken by another
company. We are grateful that the repairs havallfi
been made and that the carillon is ringing sweetlge
again!



XYZ Program Features Rudy

Shackelford

The XYZ Club’s September meeting will feature Rudy
Shackelford playing a short program on the magaiic
pipe organ of Abingdon Episcopal Church. Theg
program will begin at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Sepgt
16, and at the conclusion of the meeting the gnwilip
enjoy lunch together at Ginny's Place at the Haye
Shopping Center. All those 55 years of age orradde
invited to join us for this special musical treat.

Come Early on Friday

If you have a clerical task for our church secretan
any given Friday, please make every effort to came
the church office no later than 10 a.m. Francesds
shortly after noon on Friday, and your promptnesis w
keep her from having to work overtime! Thank you.

United Methodist Men Meet on Sept. 29

All men of the church are invited to attend thestfir

United Methodist Men’s meeting of the fall season o
Tuesday, September 29.
Join us at 6:30 p.m. in the
WBFH for a freshly cooked
meal and an interesting
program to follow. For
further information, please
contact UMM President
Alan Harvey at 684-2790.

Helping Hands Mission Camp 2009
Report

By the numbers: 73 youth (32 from Bethany), over 20
adult leaders (15 from Bethany), numerous church
member volunteers for afternoon and evening

chaperone’s and kitchen chefs — 21 job sites. Ore

Wonderful Week — July 26-31 doing God’s work in
Gloucester County! Thanks to Bethany United
Methodist Church members for your support,
encouragement, devotion, cookies, gifts, and halgyit
Thanks also to the Helping Hands administrativantea
led by Terry Stacey of Susanna Wesley United
Methodist Church who dreamed this dream and made|i
a reality. Pastor Steve’s kick-off sermon on Monday
the topic of self-denial and taking up the cross do
cause set the standard and tone for the week. tBe¥pi
degree heat each day, by week’s end almost ajbtie
were complete. Homeowners were
spiritually moved by the selfless acts of charibpwn
by our youth. By their acts, our youth showed tinaty

understood and cared about the people they were

e

helping. As always, Helping Hands Campers an
Volunteers received much more than they gave. Tigere

[72)

touched and

t

nothing as satisfying and worthwhile as helping
someone in need and seeing the love and appreciatio
their eyes when the job is done. It was a week of
personal and spiritual growth for all. Our youthreve
generally amazed at the things they could do: baild
ramp or deck, erect a fence, repair a roof, paishex,
install and repair windows, fix an outhouse, repair
foundation, landscape a yard . . . the list goearahon.
The evening devotional services were moving andtespo
directly to spiritual and emotional issues that gauth
face and struggle with every day. The hymns wargs
beautifully and with conviction. I'm sure the refia
were echoing in many a mind during the week. lures
our youth would appreciate it if you would ask them
about Helping Hands. Please keep them in your psaye

Kevin Kiley, Missions Chairperson

An Endowment Fund for Bethany?

Recently, the Vision Committee
of Bethany has had the
opportunity of meeting with Mr.
Jim Bergdoll, Executive Director
of the Virginia Conference United
Methodist Foundation. Mr.
Bergdoll has shared with us some
of the advantages of starting an
endowment fund at Bethany.
Here are some of the pluses:
An endowment fund, once established, provides
a continuous stream of income to the church
In an endowment fund, the principle is never
touched; only the yield is available to be spent in
a given year
When endowment funds are invested wisely and
conservatively, they preserve the principle even
in lean economic years
An endowment fund is a wonderful vehicle by
which the church of today can make provision
for the church of tomorrow
The earnings of an endowment fund can be used
for a variety of purposes as directed by the
endowment committee
An endowment fund provides one more avenue
of giving for people who desire to make a gift to
the church
Endowment funds are especially attractive to
those who might consider making a generous
gift to the church in their will
In times of true emergency, an endowment fund
may be tapped with the approval of the
Administrative Board
In addition to a general endowment fund, special
named endowment funds may be established to



honor a special person and which may provide

funding for a special project dear to the donor.
The Administrative Board will discuss the meritssath
an endowment fund for Bethany at their upcoming
meeting.

Bethany's HUGS (Hands Unto God's Service) Ministry]
is off to a good start this year. Currently, wevéna
prayed over and delivered nineteen prayer shawds a

lap robes to members and non-members of Bethany

church. Our HUGS Ministry provides comfort and
support to those individuals experiencing stressfy
situation in their lives.

We still need the support of the congregation t
continue to make this program a success. Is the
someone in your family, at work or your neighbortioo
who might benefit from our HUGS Ministry? Please)
prayerfully consider their names to become a HUG
Ministry recipient.  For further information, pleas
contact Janet Chapin at 642-6822.

To know the love of God personally through
Jesus Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our community
and the world.

The Book Corner
The following books are now available in our church
library.

The Balancing Acby Robert Schnase
How can we notice glimmerings of God's grace in the
midst of work, family, friendship, play and prayeithe
Balancing Act is a collection of 30 short devotibna
readings. Each devotional inspires us to seek $od
grace for our life.

Facing your Giantby Max Lucado
A modern day David and Goliath story. Focus on Go
and you can't lose!

What's so Amazing about Gracbk¢ Phillip Yancey
How are we as Christians doing at lavishing Gratea o
world filled with leis, cruelty and unforgiveness?
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Where is God when it Hurtd® Phillip Yancey

Yancey uses the Bible and his own experiences lfp he
us understand why we suffer with physical, emotiona
and spiritual pain.

The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations
by Blshop Robert Schnase
Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission and Service
Extravagant Generosity
To learn more about this book and the
congregations that practice it go to
www.fivepractices.org

United Methodist Women
Candle Burning 2009

CANDLEBURNING TIME - when our UMW

go that "extra mile" in missions (over and

above pledge) to help needy women, youth,

and children around the world. It is a way to

honor or memorialize a very special person in

your lives. It could be a family member, a

friend, a circle leader, missionary, someone whe ha
contributed in a special way to the UMW or a way to
thank someone who has been especially thoughtful to
you. You do not have to be a member of UMW to do
this and we invite all members and friends to paotite.
The below form is for your convenience in givinglas
broken down as follows: .60 cents per second;€fifte
minutes $9.00; thirty minutes $18.00; sixty minutes
$36.00, etc. A candle will burn brightly for easicond
you contribute. Youth and younger children, ttgsai
great way to honor your parents or grandparents.

Your Name

Telephone Number

In Memory of

In Honor of

No. seconds/minutes

Amount $

You may make check payable to Bethany UMW (for
candle burning) or give to Jean Heywood, treasurer,
Bethany UMW. This form must be returned no later
thanSunday, September 6, 2008.




Pastor’'s Column: “Tithers Have More
Left Over”

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so
that there may be food in my house, and
thus put me to the test, says the Lord of
hosts; see if | will not open the windows
of heaven for you and pour down for you
an overflowing blessingMal. 3:10).

There is a rather extraordinary
phenomenon that relates to people’s
giving to the church. It is this:
People who tithe to the church tend
to have fewer financial problems than
people who do not tithe.

| call this an extraordinary phenomenon, because th
statement seems so counterintuitive. How can ftue?
All things being equal, the tither begins any giveanth
with 10% less than the non-tither. Isn't it lodida
think that the non-tither, having 10% more money tq
start with, will also on the average end the monith

more money left over? But that is not usually thse!
In reality, more often than not, it is the tithehevends

the month with more money left over than the nonf

tither!

Now one answer that we might give to this enigm
might be the biblical one. Because God made t
promise in the Bible--“Bring the full tithe...see lifwill
not...pour down for you an overflowing blessing”-tha
is what we may anticipate will happen. The titkglt

be specially blest by God. It may be in the forfrao
nice salary increase or in the form of a betteripgyob
or in the form of some unexpected financial windfal
Certainly those of us who believe in a God who Ines
himself in the world acknowledge that these materig
blessings can be examples of God’s providence.

But there is a more practical and mundane explamati
for why tithers tend to do better. Tithers tenddio
better because the planning and self-disciplinelirad
in the practice of tithing flow over into other asps of
financial management as well. The person who hd
developed the self-discipline to set aside 10% tlfar
church month after month has also likely develothed
self-discipline to set aside a regular amount forirsys

and has likely begun to accumulate a fund fof

emergencies, as well. The person who has the se
discipline to tithe has also necessarily develofiesl
self-discipline to say “no” to budget-breaking pusses
and to unmonitored spending.

You see, once a person makes the decision to thke,
very process of making that commitment become
reality will necessarily involve decisions to livaore

simply, pare down the list of one's wants, delay

card debt. And when those habits have becomeyfirml
established, it will not be long before one will
experience more and more months when there is money
left at the end of the month and fewer and fewentin®
when one finds oneself in a financial hole.

No one suggests that a decision to tithe will imiaitsdly
solve one’s monthly cash flow woes. People in deep
debt can rarely climb out all of a sudden. Mosbpte

will need several years of careful and determined
planning as they work up to giving a full 10%,
increasing perhaps a percentage point or two a y@ar
once they've done it, O the joy! Ask Susan and me
about it sometime.

Pastor Steve
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But Jesus called the children
to him and said,
"Let the little children come to
me,
and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom
of God belongs to such as
these."
Luke 18:15-17
Dear Bible Story Set Artwork
Team, Furniture Mover and
Shakers, Sanctuary Set Designer and Heave-hoei
Assistants, Registration Team, Sr. and Jr. Cam
Counselors, Preschool/Kindergarten Director an
Assistants, Music/Assembly Time/Aerobics Clasg

Ladies, Station Leaders and Crew, Nursery Assistar
Kitchen Folk, Mission Project Leader and Promoters
Van Driver and Helper, Office Dwellers, T-Shirt
Designers and Suppliers, Bethany VBS Sponsor
Supporters and Donators, BUMC Congregation an
Friends,

We've all heard the expression, "It takes a villegraise
a child." Well, we certainly proved that at Bethian
UMC for without EVERYONE that took part in Camp
E.D.G.E. we would NOT have had the smoothest weg
that | have experienced as Director in 4 yeardtianks
to everyone's help leading up tothe opening oy Ju
13th. | so appreciate everyone arriving on timethwi
happy faces, full of energy and at the top of ygame
for our wonderful 91 participants!! Thank you sery
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much! And let us not forget the hundreds of dsllar

raised for this year's VBS Mission Project--All God
Children Camp. How incredible! May the spirit tha
instilled during a motivating, successful Vacatiible
School stay with us all. Let us go forward withrighin
our hearts and ROCK ON!!!

With warm appreciation and pride,
Kris Kent (a.k.a. Camper Kris)
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Second Annual “Give Away”

Sponsored by the Women’s Bible Study, this year's
“Give Away” will be held on Saturday November 7 in
the Fellowship Hall from 8am - 12 noon. Items ¢e&n
dropped off at the church on Friday, Nov. 6 froné 1-
pm. This event is like a yard sale except the stene all
FREE. Any items left over will be donated to adbc
charity. More information will be available soorwe



will need donations of plastic/paper bags, hot rcated
brownies. This is a great way to help our Glousest
community. For more information, contact Diane Whi
by email at dianewhitel@cox.net.

September 6th: MYF dinner/outdoor fellowship from
6:00pm until 7:30pm.

September 13th: No MYF due to concert

September 20th: MYF dinner/game night 6:00pm
until 7:30pm.

September 27th: Purpose Driven Bible Study begins
for youth 6th - 12" grades. This amazing bible study
is for youth who will commit themselves for six wdes
of study, which includes daily readings and note
taking. This class will help you tremendously in yor
daily Christian walk! Please contact Sondra at 804-
642-0467 orsdcO01@cox.net

Help is desperately needed in picking up and taking
youth and children home after Church on Sunday
mornings in the Bethany van. We need drivers and
second adult to ride along. Please contact Sor@i#a 8
642-0467 orsdc00l@cox.ndf you are able and willing
to help! Your support would be greatly appreciated!

Adult volunteers are needed to assist with youth
activities/event at and away for Church! Pleaseastin
Sondra if you feel God is leading you to help iis th
wonderful ministry!

A huge thank you to all parents and volunteersfioof
your hard work, generosity, and love which provided
Bethany youth with a tremendously blessed summer!
Words can't express how blessed | feel to have eaeh
of you in my life! - Sondra



MAKE A
DIFFERENCE/



The children are coming!! The children are

coming!!
Our Children's Sunday School program has been well attended with up to 15
children this summer! God is great! How blessed we are to have them with
us! We look forward to these same smiling faces a nd even more join us
this Fall but we need YOURhelp!
The following positions are currently availablegr;l;lg need to be filled by

1) Teacher A Lead Teacher is needed for the Third, Fourth
and Fifth Grade Class.

2.) Teacher's Assistant A Teacher's Assistant is needed
in all three classes:

Needed Preschool Class, the Kindergarten through Second Gr ade Class
and the Third, Fourth and Fifth Grade Class.

**Please Note**:
All curriculum and necessary materials are furnish ed. We ask for your

time, devotion to the word of God, energy and lovin g care from
9:35AM to 10:50AM.

Please contact: Kris Kent at 642-6438 or kentcrew@cox.net or

Bernard Robins by leaving a message at 642-2110.






