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THE BETHANY BANNER 
September, 2008 

 
 

Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
 
 Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical 
perspective do not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way 
to pay its bills.  Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to 
help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 
 Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration 
Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in 
our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for 
his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.  Instead of treating 
people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus 
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  New Consecration Sunday encourages 
people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my 
income is God calling me to give?”  During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our 
attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and 
education ministries in the community and around the world. 
 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by 
attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday.  We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed 
to completing a card.  The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he 
or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
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We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards.  During morning worship our 

guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday 

team and governing board members.  Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete 
their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration 
Sunday worship. 

 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 

Chairpersons, Al and Judy Burner 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Children and 
Youth  



 

 
BIBLE BUDDIES BONANZA!!  

 
Bible Buddies is back and better than 
ever! If you are entering the third, 
fourth or fifth grade then join us 
  
Sunday, September 7th from 6:00 

pm to 7:00 pm 
 for  Bible Buddies Family Night  

 

We'll have a pot luck dinner, get-to-
know you games and  
discuss what the Bible Buddies Class of 2009 can 
accomplish!!  Stir up your favorite side dish, put on your 
sneakers and hand Mom and Dad the car keys!! We've got 
the fried chicken and can't wait to see you then! 

 
~Miss Kris and Miss Jane~ 

642-6438 or kentcrew@cox.net 
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 Small hands make big helpers and the Preschoolers 

through Fifth graders of BUMC will be proving it! Helping 
others can be fun and very rewarding so please plan to 

attend this month’s important CCF! 
 

Saturday, September 20, 2008 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

in the WBFH. 
�

CRAFT PROJECTS, BAKING,  
CONSTRUCTION & PAINTING 

Bring a friend, wear your “down and dirty” duds 
 and we’ll see you then!! 

  
~ Kris Kent ~ 

642-6438 
 
 

Bethany Beach Party an AWESOME 
Success! 
It is with such great pride and pleasure to report that this 
summer's Vacation Bible School was outstanding!  The response 
to the call for volunteers was amazing! (All you Jr. and Sr. 
Lifeguards totally rock, Dudes!!)  The participation of 
preschool through sixth grade "Surfers" neared 80 and the 
week flowed beautifully as we all surfed through the 
scriptures. Everyone's donations, talents, energy, helpful 
spirit and delightful Christian love all came together to 
make each of piece of the puzzle fit together perfectly!   
 
However you were personally involved was a blessing so 
thank you!!  
                                                    (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
When asked, "So, what was Vacation Bible School 
about?", one attendee eloquently stated,  
"GOD!"...and she was absolutely right!!  His presence was 
felt within every smile, every voice that sang, every hand 
that was joined together in prayer and every coin the 
children gave to the Nothing But Nets campaign. So here's 
one last resounding COWABUNGA!!!  Please accept my 
sincere love and appreciation, Kris Kent 
 
 
VBS 2009 
Did you love being a part of  Bethany's Beach Party VBS? 
Well, we loved having you!! So now's the time to mark 
your calendars for July 13th through 17th, 2009!  

 

We'll be grabbin' our gear and we'll be 
Livin' on the E.D.G.E.! 

 

You won't want to miss the opportunity to celebrate the 
power of God's love at work AGAIN at Bethany! 
Remember...we can't do it without you!! See you in 
January! 
 

~The 2009 Vacation Bible School Committee~ 
 
 

 
Christmas Bells will 

be ringing!!! 
Young voices will be 

singing!!!  
  

The Annual Children's Christmas 
Program rehearsals begin on September 
14th and will run every other Sunday 
until the program performance on 
Sunday, December 21st at 10:00 
AM.  Preschoolers through fifth graders 

are invited to meet right after the 11:00 AM Worship 
Service on 9/14 in the WBFH for a light lunch and 
rehearsal until 1:45 pm.   
Come again every other Sunday thereafter and be a part of 
an enchanting Bethany Christmas program under the lively 
direction of Miss Sandy! 
  
 Worried you can't make every rehearsal?  Nervous that 
you can't stay so long? Teeth chattering about being "on 
stage"?  No worries!! There's a special place for everyone!!   
Just don't miss out!!  Please see Sandy Fox, Suzanne 
Sterling or Kris Kent for more information. 

 

 

Calling all 6th - 12th Graders 
Do you want to add some excitement 
into your life? Meet new friends? 
Discover the amazing love of Christ? 
Then come out and join us on Sundays, 
from 6:00pm until 7:30pm for a 
delicious dinner followed by devotions, 

activities, special speakers, and many other exciting 
adventures. Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 



 
 

Youth  

Join your friends and discover the drama and excitement of 
God word! 
                    What? Bethany's Youth Bible Study  
                     When? Sundays, 5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
                      Who? Grades 6th  - 12th  
 
  
Cookie Walk Huge Success!!!!! 
 I am proud to announce that we raised $405.00 from the 
cookie sale! I want to thank everyone that baked and 
purchased cookies. It is such a blessing to be a member of 
a Church family that loves and supports their youth.  I truly 
love and appreciate each one of you. May God bless you 
for your kindness and generosity. 
 

 
 
Applebee's Pancake Breakfast  

Bethany's Youth Group will host an 
Applebee's Breakfast on Saturday, 
September 13th from 8:00 a.m. until 
10:00 a. m. Bethany youth have 
tickets to sell for   $5.00 each. The 
ticket includes your meal and a drink. 
The proceeds will help with Bethany 
upcoming youth events and activities. 
Your support would be greatly 

appreciated! For further information please contact Sondra 
at (804) 642-0467 or by  
Email sdc001@cox.net. 
 
 
A Huge Thank You to the Following  
Wonderful People 
Carol Johnson and Randy Campbell for giving your 
time, love and, dedication to our youth through your 
wonderful Sunday School Lessons!   You are loved and 
appreciated! Dawn Cults and Judith Williams for your 
many, many hours of hard work and dedication to the 
youth at Bethany!  Your time, love, and kindness is truly a 
witness for Christ not only to our youth, but also the adults 
around you! The Kiley Family, Denise Campbell, Patricia 
Kidd and Ginny Wilburn, Sue Morecock for providing 
Bethany Youth with such delicious dinners during the 
months of July and August! Your generosity and hard work 
blessed many! May God bless you for your kindness! 
Staley and Lori Cluts, Judith Williams, Dawn Cluts, 
Michael Colbert for your tremendous help with the Youth 
Bowling lock in on August 15th!   Thank you for your 
kindness and lack of sleep to support this special youth 
event!  Michael Booth, Diane White, Laura Vaughn, 
Dawn Cluts, Judith Williams for giving up your entire 

Sunday, so 27 of our Youth could have a fantastic beach 
party!   
 
Important October 11th Alert 

Bethany Youth will hold a car wash at 
the Hardee's in Hayes from 9:30am 
until 2:00pm on Saturday October 
11th!! All donations will benefit 
upcoming youth events and activities. 
Youth and Adult Volunteer are needed 
for the following shifts. 8:30 a.m.-

11:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.. Your help would 
be greatly appreciated! Please contact Sondra for further 
information! sdc001@cox.net 
 
 
Nick and Meredith Leave for College 
Nick LeMay and Meredith Hogge have left Bethany for 
their freshmen years at Radford University and West 
Virginia University, respectively.  Both of them were 
important parts of our church youth group in the past.  
Please remember them in your prayers. 
 
 
Dr. Bunting to Head Task Force 
Dr. Ken Bunting was elected to chair the newly formed 
Children’s Ministries Enrichment Committee (CMEC), a 
short-term committee designed to study, evaluate, and 
recommend improvements to our children’s Sunday School 
program and auxiliary children’s ministries at Bethany.  
Serving with Dr. Bunting are Bernard Robins, Carol Justis, 
Susan Maples, and Kris Kent.   
 
 
 

New Features at 
www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net 
The first installment of photos from recent church events 
have been added to the “Recent Photos” page of our 
website.  These photos were taken by church photographer 
Rey Morales and include the two confirmation classes, the 
church talent show, the Russian youth, and Vacation Bible 
School.  The page will be updated on a regular basis as 
more photos are made available.  Sunday’s bulletin is also 
being posted on the church website each week prior to 
Sunday!  You can now go online and prepare spiritually for 
the focus of the service and peruse the bulletin 
announcements ahead of time!   
  
 

A Big Thank You to our Host Families 
Our hats are off to the four families who hosted six Russian 
youth and their interpreter for three weeks earlier this 
summer.  Our host families were Alan and Sandra Harvey, 
Bernard and Debbie Robins, Jeff and Donna Lane, and 
Marcia Hargis.  Mike Andersen was the organizing genius 
behind this mission endeavor and deserves our kudos as 
well.  Dozens of other church members helped in ways big 
and small as they were able.  The mission venture was 
supported by $3800 from our church budget. 
 
 
 

 Scrapbooking anyone? 

Are you interested in Scrapbooking?  We would like to re-start 
this ministry.  If you are interested please call or email Dolores 
Breen 642-0933 or doeann7481@yahoo.com 

 
 

Bethany Bible Study and MYF Group will not 
meet on Sunday, September 21st 
 



 

Helping Hands Mission Camp 2008 
Twenty-seven youth from 
Bethany partnered with youth 
from other local churches to make 
a positive difference in their 
community during Helping Hands 
Mission Camp. This amazing 
camp took place from Sunday, 
July 22nd to Friday, August 1st.  
During camp the fifty-three youth 

along with adult leaders were divided into four different 
work teams in order to provide the community with the 
help that was needed.  The groups completed many 
valuable projects, which included building a much needed 
handicap ramp, walkway for Alzheimer patient, extension 
to a handicap ramp, shed for dryer for a young family with 
four children all under the age of five (full size washer and 
dryer were donated to this wonderful family), and many 
hours of yard work for several well deserving homes. The 
youth worked hard during the day and enjoyed an evening 
of praise and worship and outside fun activities at night.  
The girls were housed at Susanna Wesley and the boys at    
Bethany. This was truly a blessed week for everyone 
involved! A special thank you to the following members of 
our Bethany's family for their hard work and dedication 
that contributed tremendously to the success of Helping 
Hands Mission Camp.  These wonderful individuals are 
Rev. Steve Young, Judith Williams, Dawn Cluts, Lynda 
Tipton, Sandy Fox, Kevin Kiley, Patrick Kiley, and Mike   
Andersen, Gene Harrell, Jaina Belbin, Roy Bauschatz, 
Mark Goetz, Alan Harvey, Bobby Polk and everyone that 
prayed and contributed in many different ways! 
 
 
Help needed with Youth Dinners  
If you are able and willing to provide a youth dinner for 
one Sunday evening this fall, Please see sign up sheet next 
to youth room or contact Sondra @ (804) 642-0467 or by 
email sdc001@cox.net. Your support would be greatly 
appreciated! 
 
September Sermons 
Sept.   7:  “Staying in Debt” based on Romans 13:8-14 
Sept. 14:  “Stewards of God’s Mercy” based on  
                  Matthew 18:21-35 
Sept. 21:  “Our Daily Bread” based on Exodus 16:1-4, 13-30 
Sept. 28:    Consecration Sunday.  Rex Wolf preaching 
 
 

 

Friendship Class Back 
Home 
The Friendship Sunday School 
class, after meeting for several 
months in the home of Al and Judy 
Burner, is back home at Bethany.  

The class will be meeting in one of the partitioned 
classrooms in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall.  Their 
target date to be back home is September 7.  If you would 
like to join this excellent co-ed Bible study-format class, 
please look for them Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the WBFH. 
 
Fifth Graders to Receive Bibles 
A longstanding Bethany tradition is presenting Bibles to 
our new fifth graders.  Marion Dixon, Sunday School 
Superintendent, will make the presentation this year during 
the 11:00 worship service on September 14. 
 
 

 
 
Crowd-Pleasing Organ Concert Scheduled 

Bethany’s organist, Dr. Rudy 
Shackelford, has planned a 
crowd-pleasing organ concert 
for Sunday afternoon, October 
5, at 4 p.m., on the Allen 
Renaissance organ at Bethany.  
This is the second concert in this 
season’s George Nelson 
Memorial Concert Series.  The 

proceeds from this concert will be devoted to the 
Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society.  The featured work 
will be Saint-Saën’s entertaining Carnival of the Animals, 
with the added treat of the humorous poetry of Ogden 
Nash.  Children of all ages will delight to some of the most 
familiar tunes of the light classical repertoire.  Please mark 
this concert on your calendar now! 
 
 
Board Approves Restroom Renovations 
As a result of the generous bequest of Lois Smith to 
Bethany church, our church restrooms will be refurbished 
at an estimated cost of $6,000.  Planned improvements for 
the “Boys” and “Girls” rooms in the education corridor 
include:  replacing three toilets, replacing the partitions, 
replacing the vinyl floor, painting the walls, and providing 
better lighting.  Plans for the existing Men’s and Women’s 
Restrooms include replacing the vinyl floor and painting 
the walls.  Marion Dixon chaired the renovation 
committee. 
 
Kitchen Upgrade Approved 
 The Administrative Board meeting on July 27, the report 
of the Kitchen Review Committee was accepted.  The 
following improvements to Bethany’s kitchen were 
approved:  the addition of two new coffee makers, new 
faucets with an extended rinsing wand, sink risers, a new 
metal serving cart, built-in wall cabinets with a new work 
space, replacing ceiling lights, installing two additional 
stove burners, and painting the walls.  The current 
dishwasher and stove were inspected and approved.  Bob 
Nardozzi, Kitchen Review Committee chairperson, 
donated a large microwave and installed an automatic soap 
dispenser on the dishwasher.  And the kitchen committee, 
under the supervision of Charlotte Cecil, gave the kitchen a 
thorough cleaning.  The estimated cost of the 
improvements is $4539 and is being funded by the Lois 
Smith bequest.   
 
 

Course in Christian Doctrine Begins 
Pastor Steve is leading a thirty-week course in 
Christian doctrine entitled Christian Believer that 
will meet on Monday evenings beginning Sept. 8.  
The course will review the major beliefs that the 
Christian Church has affirmed for the past several 
hundred years—beliefs such as justification, 
sanctification, judgment, eternal life, etc.  DVD 
presentations, a sampling of the great theologians, the 
reading of pertinent Scripture texts, and workbook 
assignments will form the weekly regimen for each 
class member.  Eleven persons have signed up for the 
class so far; there is one place still available.  Let 
Pastor Steve know immediately if you would like to 
be included (642-2110). 



 

 
Second Annual “Blessing of the Animals” 

Bethany will host its second annual 
Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, 
October 4, at 11:00 a.m. on the north 
church lawn.  Members and friends 
are invited to bring their sociable pets 
of all sorts to receive a special 
blessing by the pastor.  October 4 is 

the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
 
 

Church Conference Scheduled for Oct. 29 
Our District Superintendent, Joe Carson, will be with us on 
Wednesday, Oct. 29, to preside at our annual Church 
Conference.  This is Bethany’s major business meeting of 
the year, and all members of the church have a vote and are 
encouraged to attend.  At the meeting the 2009 budget will 
be approved, officers for the new year will be elected, and 
program goals for 2009 will be established.  Please mark 
your calendar! 
 
 
Adult Membership Class Announced 
Pastor Steve will lead a series of three adult membership 
classes on Sept. 7, 14, and 21 during the Sunday School 
hour (9:45 - 10:45 a.m.).  The classes—entitled “What It 
Means to Be a Christian,” “What It Means to be a United 
Methodist,” and “What It Means to be a Bethany 
Member”—are designed to prepare adults to become 
informed and functioning members of the church.  The 
classes will meet in one of the partitioned classrooms in 
our fellowship hall.  All interested persons are encouraged 
to attend. 
 
 
 
Focused Intercessory Prayer Group 

Beginning on Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 7:00 p.m. (one-half 
hour before choir rehearsal) and continuing on subsequent 
Wednesday evenings, the pastor will lead an informal 
prayer group designed to focus on praying for selected 
needs in our church, community, nation, or world.  Each 
Wednesday there will be a different prayer focus.  The 
pastor will describe the scope of the need briefly at the 
beginning of the meeting, and then for approximately 
fifteen minutes we will pray both silently and aloud for 
God’s involvement in the particular focus of the evening.  
The remainder of the half hour will be given to intercessory 
prayers of all sorts, as lifted up by those attending.  Please 
join us, whenever you are able, in the Mary Lotsey 
classroom for this important exercise of our faith. 
 

Sept. 17 prayer focus:  our church’s stewardship program 
Sept. 24 prayer focus:  recruitment of church officers for 
2009 
 
Things Go Better with Prayer 
Bethany members who believe in prayer are cordially 
invited to join the pastor in the Mary Lotsey classroom five 
minutes before the beginning of each Sunday worship 
service (8:25 or 10:55) for a minute of prayer to spiritually 
empower the pastor and other worship leaders. 
 

 
 
Want Your Prayers to Be Up-to-date? 
There is no better way of staying up-to-date in your 
intercessory prayers than to be a part of Charlotte Cecil’s 
internet prayer group.  When Charlotte learns of a prayer 
need in the church or community she sends out that prayer 
request to all those on her e-mail list.  If you would like to 
have your name added to Charlotte’s address list so that 
you receive the latest information, please send your e-mail 
address to Charlotte at whistlercc@aol.com 
 
 
 
New Kitchen Rules 

The following rules pertaining 
to the use of the church kitchen 
were approved by Bethany’s 
Kitchen Committee.  Please take 
note of them! 

1. All counters are to be 
kept clear and clean. 

2. All utensils are to be put 
away in their proper Leave the door to the 
dishwasher open (upright position). 

3. All dishcloths are to be taken home, washed, and 
returned within 24 hours.  Disposable dishcloths 
are found under the table near the window and can 
be used as washing cloths or drying cloths. 

4. Do not leave any opened bags of chips, crackers, 
etc., as these attract bugs. 

5. Do not leave uncovered food in the refrigerator.  If 
you are not going to use the food within 24 hours, 
dispose of it yourself.  This includes ice tea, 
lemonade, etc. 

6. No food is to leave the fellowship hall. 
7. All items left in the refrigerator must have name 

and date on them.   
 
 
Evangelism Committee Knocks on 166 
Doors 
Under the direction of Evangelism Chairperson Jane 
Niethamer, members of Bethany knocked on 166 doors on 
four evenings in June, July, and August.  The area targeted 
included the two trailer parks near the church, the 
apartments on Belle Haven Road, and the homes and 
apartments on Bethany Church Road.  When a resident was 
at home they were given a Bethany brochure and a warm 
invitation to visit the church; when there was no answer at 
the door, a doorhanger with church worship information 
was left on the doorknob.  If you would like to be a part of 
this meaningful ministry in the future, please contact Jane 
at 757-273-1613. 
 
 

 
New Arrivals 
Congratulations to Jonathan and Leanna Orth West on the 

birth of a son, Gavin David, born on July 14, 
2008 and weighing in at 7 lb 6 oz.  
Grandparents are J.J. and Nancy Orth.   
 
Congratulation to Brian and Danna Williams on 
the birth of a daughter, Teagan Irene, born on 

July 21, 2008 in Paoli, Pennsylvania.  Grandparents are 
Vicki and Randy Williams. 
 
 



 

 
Religions of the World 
What is Judaism?   
Come out the first Thursday in 
October and begin a journey with us 
on learning about the religions of the 
world.  Listen to someone from the 
Jewish Faith and have your 
questions answered from someone 
who knows. 
   
Date: October 2, 2008 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
Do You Know a Victim? 
Excerpted from “The Victim’s Advocate”, published by the 
Laurel Shelter 
“I must stress to you that anyone could be a victim of 
domestic violence.  Domestic violence does not target a 
certain class, race, age, or sexual preference.  It can and 
does happen to anyone.  With that in mind, I ask that all of 
you really think about the people in your life.  Do you 
know anyone who is suddenly shy when they are normally 
outgoing?  Is someone you know avoiding contact with 
you and canceling plans?  These could be signs that 
someone you know is being abused. 
 
“If you suspect someone you know is being abused, the 
best thing you can do is reach out to them.  Offer them 
support and let them know that you care.  If you would like 
more information on how to help a victim, feel free to call 
[Laurel Shelter’s] 24-hr, confidential, Domestic Violence 
hotline at (804) 694-5552.” 
 
 
Library Hours 
Bethany’s Church library is self-service.  If you would like 
assistance, Kathleen Greene is in the library on Monday’s 
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.     
 
 
Bible Study 
Women’s Bible study meets Mondays from 7-8:30pm.  We 
are a group of women seeking to know Gods word for our 
lives. We invite you to join us for study and fellowship.  
We meet in the Faith Classroom. 
 
Men’s Bible Study meets on Mondays from 7-8:30pm in 
the Journey Classroom.  We will resume our study of the 
Book of Acts.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor’s Column:  “A Two Dollar Bill” 
Of all that you give me I will surely give one tenth to you 
(Gen. 28:22b). 
 
I must admit that I was fascinated 
the first time I saw one.  It was 
lying on top of Dad’s dresser, and 
I had grown just tall enough to spy 
it there.  There on top of the 
dresser was a $20 bill and next to 
it a $2 bill.  I let the $20 bill be—I 
was familiar with what a twenty 
looked like; it was the $2 bill that 
fascinated me.  I picked it up and 
took it down for closer inspection.  I carefully fingered it 
with wide-eyed wonder.  My eyes paused at Thomas 
Jefferson’s portrait on the front of the bill, and then I 
turned the bill over and became absorbed with the 
engraving of the Monticello there.  Because of its rarity, 
that $2 bill was worth more to me than the $20 bill lying 
beside it.  And every Saturday, if I ventured into my 
parents’ bedroom, I found another $2 bill alongside a $20 
on the dresser. 
 
I was puzzled.  I asked Dad where he got the $2 bill.  He 
answered, “The bank.”  I asked him why he got it.  He 
explained that it was part of his tithe to the church.  He 
explained that the church’s offering envelope had two 
small pockets in it—one for current expenses and one for 
benevolences.  He put the $20 bill in the current expense 
pocket and the $2 bill in the benevolence pocket.  It was 
the way he divided his tithe for the Lord’s work.  I asked 
why he didn’t just put two ones into the pocket instead of 
having to go to the bank to get a $2 bill.  (I was full of 
questions back then.)  He said that the pocket was so small 
that it was simply easier to fold one bill and put it in the 
pocket rather than try to squeeze in two.  Hence the $2 bill! 
 
I know that the Bible teaches the tithe, but I think that I 
really learned to tithe from the example Dad set for me 
back when I was just tall enough to see what was on top of 
his dresser.  And his example has stayed with me through 
life.  I remember the minimum wage job I had working as a 
nursing attendant in a state institution in Massachusetts, 
back when I was paying $16 a week to rent a room in a 
lady’s home.  My tithe was $4 a week. 
 
And I remember when I entered the ministry 34 years ago, 
and my tithe was $60 a month.  I used to write a monthly 
check, alternating between the two churches that I served.  
And it seemed that the chairman of the Pastor-Parish 
Relations Committee always ended up counting the money 
on a Sunday that I did not give.  And never seeing a check 
from me, he gently called me on the carpet at a PPR 
meeting and said, “Now we expect our pastor to give to the 
church, too.”  Thankfully, someone who counted the 
money on a different Sunday was there to rescue me.  “He 
does,” the second gentleman said. 
 
I believe that because Dad set that good example for me 
many years ago and I began to tithe from my very first job, 
the practice of tithing has never been a burden for me.  And 
as my income has increased, so has my tithe.  And God’s 
blessings have never stopped. 
 

A servant of Christ, 
Pastor Steve 

 
 

 



 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
CANDLE BURNING 2008 
In 2008 the total cost of the mission work of the United 
Methodist Women around the world will be: 
                         

.61 for one second 
36.60 for one minute 

 
 
CANDLEBURNING TIME - when our UMW go that 

"extra mile" in missions (over and above pledge) to 
help needy women, youth, and children around the 
world. It is a way to honor or memorialize a very 
special person in your lives.  It could be a family 
member, a friend, a circle leader, missionary, 
someone who has contributed in a special way to the 
UMW or a way to thank someone who has been 
especially thoughtful to you.  You do not have to be 
a member of UMW to do this and we invite all 
members and friends to participate.  The below form 
is for your convenience in giving and is broken 
down as follows:  One second $0.61, one/half 
minute $18.30, one minute $36.60, etc.  A candle 
will burn brightly for each second you contribute.  
Youth and younger children, this is a great way to 
honor your parents or grandparents.   

  
Your Name ____________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number _______________________________ 
 
In Memory of____________________________________ 
 
In Honor of______________________________________ 
 
No. seconds/minutes  _________   Amount  __________ 
 
You may make check payable to Bethany UMW (for 
candle burning) or give to Jean Heywood, treasurer, 
Bethany UMW. 
 
This form must be returned no later than Sunday, 
September 7, 2008. 
 
�

���Walk to Emmaus 
 Are you being called into a closer relationship with Jesus 
Christ?  Do you need to know God more?  Men's and 
Women's Walk to Emmaus weekends are coming up!  The 
Walk to Emmaus program is a 72-hour weekend designed 
to guide you in your Christian walk.  Walk to Emmaus gets 
its name from Luke 24:13-35.  The dates are as follows:  
Men's Emmaus Walk October 9-12.  Women's Emmaus 
Walk October 23-26.  Application deadlines are September 
8th and September 22nd respectively.  If you interested in 
attending an Emmaus Walk Weekend please contact the 
church office. 
 
 Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight or 
Cursillo? Join us on Thursday mornings @ 9:30am or 
Thursday evenings @ 6:30 for one of our Bethany Reunion 
Groups.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ who meet 
weekly to talk about our week and see how our spiritual 
journey is going. 
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����� ���� � �  Scarves, hats, mittens, booties, sweaters, 
ponchos, afghans – what do they all have in common?  
They are all items made with loving hands, so get out those 
knitting needles and crochet hooks to fill the yarn shop 
with love. 
�

������� ���� � �� theme baskets make good gifts for 
teachers, hostesses, bosses, or that person on your list that 
is hard to buy for.  We need people to put a theme basket 
together for the basket shop.  We have a few baskets 
available for you to fill. 
�

����� ���� � �� do you enjoy working with power tools 
to create something out of wood?  Our woodworking shop 
is in desperate need of wooden items - our shelves are 
nearly empty.  Dust off those tools and get busy. 

�

�������� !�"��� �  Who doesn’t love homemade jams, 
jellies, canned goods, pies, cakes and cookies?  Someone 
will be contacting you soon, requesting donations of your 
favorite homemade specialty items.   
 

Bethany’s Bazaar is truly a combined effort of all our 
church members and friends working together to achieve a 
common goal.  The money raised by the bazaar provides 
monetary support as well as an outpouring of Christian 
love to numerous mission oriented organizations.  Bethany 
Church’s last 11 bazaars have been blessed to raise over 
$160,000 for these organizations.  If this is your first 
opportunity to experience a bazaar at Bethany, you will be 
amazed at all the work that has taken place throughout this 
year to produce this event.  Please prayerfully consider all 
the ways you can participate with the bazaar to make it a 
success.  November 8th will be here before we know it!! 
For questions, comments or additional information, please 
call Jeannie Harrell at 642-2498 or Janet Chapin at 642-
6822. 
 
 
 

Can Algae Fuel Our Cars? 
State and federal energy plans call for 
production of ethanol and biodiesel fuels 
from corn, soybeans, and other sources.  
Join VIMS Professor Elizabeth Canuel 
as she describes her collaborative project 
to turn the algae that’s choking 
Chesapeake Bay into a renewable fuel 
that might power our cars.  The project 

is funded by the Virginia Coastal Energy Research 
Consortium, of which VIMS is a part. 
 
This Lecture will be held on September 24, at 7:00 p.m. 
and is free and will be held at the VUMS Gloucester Point 
campus, but reservations are required.  Log on to 
vims.edu/afterhours or call Susan Maples 804-684-7846. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Book Corner 

The Power of Simple Prayer: How to 
Talk with God about Everything by 
Joyce Meyer 

Meyers challenges Christians to both 
consecrate and fully commit themselves to 
God's service and to realize that though 

prayer is simple, it is also a work that requires persistence 
and perseverance. For Meyer, effective prayer is 
characterized by a life of obedience, righteousness, 
continual petition and submission to divine authority. 

 

Step into the Bible: 100 Bible Stories for Family 
Devotions by Ruth Graham 

Step into the Bible is a 2008 ECPA Christian Book 
Awards winner 

Retells 100 important Bible stories and helps parents and 
children walk together on their faith journey. Each 
devotion takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and 
is designed to use with children 10 and under. 

The Red Tent: A Novel by Anita Diamant 
Told in the voice of Jacob's daughter Dinah.  Dinah 
whispers stories of her four mothers, Rachel, Leah, Zilpah, 
and Bilhah--all wives to Jacob, and each one embodying 
unique feminine traits. As she reveals these sensual and 
emotionally charged stories we learn of birthing miracles, 
slaves, artisans, household gods, and sisterhood secrets. 
Eventually Dinah delves into her own saga of betrayals, 
grief, and a call to midwifery. 
  

Just Beyond the Clouds by Karen Kingsbury 
Elle Dalton is director of an Independent Learning Center 
for Down Syndrome adults when she meets Cody, her 
student Carl Joseph's brother, who is intent on removing 
Carl from the center.  Kingsbury makes an admirably 
strong advocacy statement for Down Syndrome adults. 
 
 
 Counting Teams Schedule  
Sept.  7  Mike Andersen, Doris Luther, Merle Luther 
Sept.14 Jackie Hampton, Charlotte Cecil, Jane Niethamer 
Sept. 21 Clyde Burton, Peggy Burton,  Mary Kaylor 
Sept. 28 Bernard Robins, Sandra Harvey,  Vicki Williams 
 
 

Acolyte Schedule for September 
Sept.   7  8:30 a.m. Ashley and Tristan Reynolds   
              11:00 a.m. Elizabeth Brock and Kaiten Cooper 
Sept. 14 8:30 a.m.   Trip Vaughan  
             11:00 a.m.   Chelsea Leigh  
Sept. 21 8:30 a.m.   Hunter Tipton   
             11:00 a.m.  Colleen LeMay 
Sept 28  8:30 a.m.   Joel Kidd     
             11:00 a.m.  Kennedy Wilburn    
 
 
Altar Guild for September 
Robert and Marsha Miller 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Consecration Sunday Menu 
 

Just to name a few: 
 

Sliced Beef Top Round/Mushroom Sauce 
Chicken Marsala 
Stuffed Redskin Potatoes 
 
Plus assorted desserts, Iced 
tea, Lemonade Fruit Punch, 
and coffee 
 
Got your mouth watering yet?  Well be sure to sign up for 
the dinner and you can expect a lot more delicacies.  Meal 
is catered by The Gidi Gourmet. 
 
 
 
 

Why God Made Teachers 
by Kevin William Huff 

 
When God created teachers, 
He gave us special friends 

To help us understand His world 
And truly comprehend 

The beauty and the wonder 
Of everything we see, 

And become a better person 
With each discovery. 

 
When God created teachers, 
He gave us special guides 

To show us ways in which to grow 
So we can all decide 

How to live and how to do 
What’s right instead of wrong, 
To lead us to that we can lead 
And learn how to be strong. 

 
Why God created teachers, 

In His wisdom and His grace, 
Was to help us learn to make our world 

A better, wiser place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a great school year! 


