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Sermons for September 
 

Oct. 4 “So Simple a Child Can Understand It”,  
             based on Mark 10:13-16  
 

Oct. 11 “How to Approach a Holy God”,  
              based on Hebrews 4:12-16                    
 

Oct. 18 “Down from the High Horse”,  
               based on Mark 10:35-45    
                
Oct. 25 “Taste the Sweetness”, based on Psalm 34:1-8  
 
 

Prayer Focuses for October 
Oct.   7  The Humane Treatment of Animals 
Oct. 14  Children at Risk 
Oct. 21  Those Suffering from Mental Illness  
Oct. 28  Our November Churchwide Emphasis 
 

Join us for prayer in the Mary Lotsey classroom from 6:30 
until 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
 
 
Church and Society Recycling Tips #5 
RecycleBank is a national company that allows 
individual households an opportunity to set up an 
account and earn points for recycling and using “green” 
products and procedures in the home.  These points can 
be redeemed toward purchases at participating retailers.  
The site also has many interesting articles and tips on 
recycling, even if you are not interested in their reward 
point system.  Since students are back in school now, the 
site has tips for packing a “green” lunch for you school-
age children.  You might want to visit their website, 
www.recyclebank.com, and 
look at those tips and others in 
their “Live Green” section. 
 
 

Free Stuff!!!!!! 
Come by the fellowship hall on Saturday, Nov. 7th from 
8:00 a.m. - 12 noon and look at all the “freebies” we will 
have for you!  Sponsored by the Women’s Sunday 
School Class, this event is like a yard sale except the 
items are all FREE!  If you have items you would like to 
donate they can be dropped off at the church on Friday, 
Nov. 6th from 1:00-6:00 p.m. Any items left over will be 
donated to a local charity.  We will need donations of 
plastic/paper bags, hot cider and brownies.  This is a 
great way to help our Gloucester Community.  For more 
information, contact Diane White via e-mail at 
dianemwhite1@cox.net.   
 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
Women’s Bible study meets Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m.  
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives.  We invite you to join us for study and 
fellowship. We meet in the Faith Classroom. 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study 
Men’s Bible study meets on Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m.  
in the Journey Classroom. We are currently studying the 
Sermon on the Mount. 
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Walk to Emmaus  
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo?  Join us on the first 3 Thursday evenings of 
the month from 6:30-7:30 for our Bethany Reunion 
Group.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ who meet 
weekly to talk about our week and see how our spiritual 
journey is going. 
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The Faith Club: A Muslim, A Christian, A Jew-- Three 
Women Search for Understanding (Paperback) Ranya 
Idliby, Suzanne Oliver & Priscilla Warner 
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Game Plan for Life: Your Personal Playbook for Success 
(Hardcover) by Joe Gibbs 
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Fearless: Imagine Your Life Without Fear (Hardcover) 
by Max Lucado 
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Still Collecting Items for Salvation Army 
We are still collecting non-perishable food items, 
household products, and personal hygiene items.   Your 
help with any of these items is most appreciated.   A box 
for these items is located next to the church office.    
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As Bethany’s annual organ/piano concerts move into 
their second decade, we are launching a new series of 
programs exploring the music of Johann Sebastian Bach 
and its influence on later composers. 
 
By happy coincidence in 2009-2011 we shall celebrate 
the 200th birthdays of three 19th-century “Romantic” 
musicians profoundly inspired by Bach: Felix 
Mendelssohn, Robert Schumann, and Franz Liszt.  
Indeed, it was Mendelssohn’s 1829 revival of the St. 
Matthew Passion that rescued Bach from a century of 
neglect and secured his place in the pantheon of great 
composers. 
 
Eleven years later, on a visit to St. Thomas’ Church in 
Leipzig, where Bach himself was organist, Mendelssohn 
performed the Passacaglia in C Minor that will close 
our program.  This consummate set of variations served 
as the model for Mendelssohn’s Organ Sonata No.6, 
based on Martin Luther’s version of “The Lord’s 
Prayer,” and the Serious Variations on an original 
theme for piano.  Both masterpieces attest to 
Mendelssohn’s reputation as a peerless keyboard 
virtuoso.  Moreover, the passion and variety of this 
music will astonish anyone who thinks of Mendelssohn 
only as the composer of the Wedding March or Hark! 
the Herald Angels Sing. 
 
Finally, a 20th-century American perspective on the 
Mendelssohn-Bach tradition will be provided by Rudy 
Shackelford’s concise Sonata for Organ and Charles 



Ives’ iconoclastic Variations on “America.” Do join us 
on Reformation Sunday, October 25th, for an afternoon 
of serious fun! 
 
Rudy graduated from Virginia Commonwealth 
University with a Bachelor of Music degree, and from 
the University of Illinois, at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois 
with a DMA.   
 
 
Do You Know Dewey? The Dewey 
Decimal System, that is. 

248 is the number given to books on 
personal religion or Christian 
experience.  Books on meditation are 
242.  deepen your experience with 
Christ by checking out a book from 
the Church library today.  Books 
reviewed in the September Bethany 
Banner are now in the library 
available for checkout.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Communications Update 

1. LIBRARY REPORT 
Kathleen Green, Bethany's librarian, reports that 
from August 24, 2008, to August 24, 2009, 147 
books were accesioned and added to the library 
holdings, as well as 43 videos and 22 audio 
cassettes.  Two sets of outdated encyclopedias 
were taken off the shelves, as well as many 
individual books deemed out of date or 
inappropriate. 
 

Books recommended by Dolores Breen as part of 
the Spiritual Formation Committee are now 
available in the library.  Biblical concordances 
and reference books have been moved to the 
Men's Bible Class classroom for easier 
accessibility. 
 

Plans are being made to paint the library as well 
as building more shelves using moneys given for 
that purpose. 
 

[Bethany is very appreciative of the time and 
effort that Kathleen has spent for many years in 
maintenance and upkeep of our library.] 
 
2.  PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY 
A Directory Committee is 

working on plans for publication of a church 
Pictorial Directory later this year.   The 
committee would like to receive suggestions as to 
the preferred type of binding for the directory; 
hardbound, as in recent years, spiral bound or 3-
ring binder.   
 

Committee members are:  Rey Morales, chair, 
Barbara Blais, Diana Simmons, Kevin Kiley, Ed 
Conner, Susannah Hogge, Carol Schultz, Frances 
Brown and Pastor Steve.  
 

Recommendation of activities photographs to be 
included in the directory will be welcome. The 
committee will keep the membership posted on 
these plans. 

 
 

Asking For Help 
The holidays are right around the 
corner and with them comes plans 
for family gatherings and gift 
giving.  We also turn our thoughts 
especially at this time of the year to 
helping those who may not be as 
fortunate as ourselves.  With this 
thought in mind I would like to ask 
you to help the United Methodist 

Family Services with a donation of school supplies, 
games (card and board) or socks during the month of 
November.  There will be a box at the library door and 
also the narthex for your contributions.  This 
organization serves troubles teens from ages 11-18 with 
counseling services, housing and an on campus fully 
accredited school and are always in need of donations of 
all kinds. 
 

We will have a representative from UMFS visiting us on 
the 4th Sunday of November and it would be wonderful 
to be able to have an array of gifts to spread out in front 
of the altar to help with the wonderful work this agency 
does.  Please throw a bag of socks, notebook, pens or a 
game in your basket the next time you go shopping.  It 
will be greatly appreciated.  Thanks for your generosity.    
                - Sue Morecock, UMFS Representative    

Children’s Sabbath Observance on 
Oct. 18 

In coordination with faith 
communities throughout the United 
States, Bethany will observe 
Children’s Sabbath on Sunday, Oct. 
18.  Children’s Sabbath, a project of 
the Children’s Defense League, has 
been observed in churches of all 
denominations over the last 16 years.  
This year’s theme is “Create Change 



for Children Today:  Bring Hope and a Better 
Tomorrow.”  Our children will participate in both 
services with singing special songs, providing their own 
children’s message, acting as greeters and ushers, and 
serving as lay readers.   
 
Notes of Appreciation 
Dear Friends of Bethany United Methodist Church,  
Carter and I feel so blessed and wish to thank the many 
individuals of Bethany for ALL of the remembrances 
since my diagnosis of pancreatic cancer in early July.  
We have felt so much love and encouragement from 
many of you.  We also thank you for keeping us on your 
prayer list.  I am beginning my last week of treatments 
and am happy to report that things have gone very well.  
As with all of us, my life and future are surely in God’s 
hands.  Very shortly my caring medical team will�direct 
the next plans for me.  We will continue to need your 
prayers and just know that you are more than willing to 
include us in your prayers.  Again thanks and God’s 
blessings to a church that is more than willing to reach 
out beyond its membership.  - Martha Borden  

 
~ ~ ~ 

 
I want to thank my Bethany family for helping my 
recovery go faster by way of prayers, cards, e-mails, 
phone calls, food and visits.  It’s great having a caring 
“family”.   
                   - With Christian Love, Doris Luther 
 

Pastor to Fulfill Continuing Education 
Requirement 
Every ordained elder in the Virginia Annual Conference 
is required to receive at least one unit of continuing 
education credit every year and eight units every 
quadrennium in order to continue to be eligible to 
receive an appointment in the conference.  One unit of 
continuing education credit is earned by a ten hours 
spent in lectures, workshops, and seminars at a qualified 
educational event.  Pastor Steve will be receiving 1.0 
CEU by attending the Duke Convocation on October 5-
7, held on the campus of Duke University.  The theme 
this year is “Engaging the Christian Faith in a Global 
Context.” 

Blessing of the Animals on October 4 
One of the most well-received 
worship services of the year at 
Bethany is the one where we 
invite pet owners to bring 
their pets to church for special 
prayers of blessing.  This year 
the Blessing of the Animals 

service will be held on Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m., 
the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of 
animals.  The 30-minute service will be held on the 
north lawn, between the church building and Bethany 
Church Road.  Participants are asked to park their cars 
either in front of or behind the church so that the full 
expanse of the lawn will be available.  We will gather in 
a large circle--owners with their pets, and the pastor will 
move around the circle, offering a brief prayer with each 
owner and his or her pet.   

Video Series Claims That Gray Exists 
Adam Hamilton’s highly acclaimed video series entitled 
“Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White” will be 
shown from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. on the five Thursday 
nights of October (Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29).  Adam 
Hamilton is senior pastor of the 12,000 member Church 
of the Resurrection in suburban Kansas City, Kansas.  
Hamilton’s thesis is that on the political front both the 

left and the right have legitimate points to be made and 
that both sides need to be willing to listen to each other.  
Starting neither with Republican or Democratic 
ideology, but with Jesus’ own words, Hamilton attempts 
to blaze a new biblical path through the wilderness of 
conflicting ideas and opinions present in our society.  
Group discussion will follow each video presentation.  
Please let the pastor or church office know that you will 
be attending, so that we can assess the size room we will 
need for the class.   Late registrants can purchase 
Hamilton’s book Seeing Gray in a World of Black and 
White online or at a local bookstore. 
 

 

Bethany Features Church-Wide Study in 
November 
In 2007 Bishop Robert Schnase of the Missouri 
Conference of The United Methodist church published a 
ground-breaking book entitled Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations.  It represented a prayerful attempt by 
Bishop Schnase to identify behaviors and practices in the 
local church that make for dynamic and growing 
congregations.  He identified five such practices:  radical 
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, and 
extravagant generosity.  His book was so to the point 
and so helpful that churches throughout our 



denomination began to organize church-wide studies 
using his book.   
 
In November, Bethany UMC will sponsor its own 
church-wide emphasis on the five practices of fruitful 
congregations.  The program will involve three settings:  
the home, the Sunday School, and the worship service.  
First, each household will be invited to take a booklet 
containing 35 daily devotional readings for the five-
week endeavor.  Second, during the five Sundays of 
November, all of the adult Sunday School classes will be 
asked to meet together in the WBFH to study a different 
“fruitful” practice for each week.  Third, Pastor Steve 
will preach on the five practices during the worship 
services in November.  Daily devotional guides will be 
available for pickup on the last two Sundays of October.  
Please stay tuned for further details. 
 

Bethany to Hold Church Conference 
on Nov. 10 

Bethany UMC will have 
its annual business 

meeting,“Church 
Conference”, on Tuesday, 
Nov. 10, at 7:00 p.m.  
Rev. Joe Carson, district 
superintendent of the 
Rappahannock District, 
will preside.  At the 

meeting the 2010 budget will be approved, 2010 goals 
will be presented, and 2010 officers will be elected.  
Every church member has a vote, and every member is 
encouraged to set aside this date to be present.   

Two “Days of Caring” in October 
Kevin Kiley, the Chairperson of Missions at Bethany, 
has announced that there will be two “Days of Caring” 
in October to build a front deck for a needy person in the 
upper part of Gloucester County.  Days of Caring are an 
opportunity for Bethany members and friends to 
participate in “hands-on” mission work that makes an 
immediate difference in the quality of life for “one the 
least of these, [His] brothers and sisters”.  The two 
scheduled days of caring are Friday, October 2, and 
Saturday, October 3.  A project of the Gloucester 
Housing Partnership, the work will be done under the 
expert supervision of Patrick Kiley.  Volunteers are 
needed on both days, and either day, as your schedule 
permits.  Both skilled and unskilled labor is appreciated-
-all ages and both genders!  For questions, please contact 
Kevin Kiley at 642-6047. 
 

Hurricane Readiness 
Although August and September 
are the two biggest months for 
hurricanes impacting the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
hurricane season continues 
through the months of October 
and November.  Hurricane Hazel 
was a monster hurricane that hit 

Virginia on October 15, 1954 with winds as high as 130 
miles per hour.  Other named October hurricanes hitting 
or brushing Virginia include Gladys in 1968, Ginger in 
1971, and Opal in 1995.  Juan brought tremendous rains 
to Virginia in November of 1985. 
 
Should a storm approach and no evacuation order be 
given, the following items are strongly recommended for 
each household: 
 Three gallons of water per person 

Foods that require no refrigeration, preparation, 
or cooking (and a manual can opener) 
Battery-powered radio 
Flashlight and extra batteries 
First aid kit 
Hygiene items 

It is estimated that it may take as long as 72 hours (three 
days) for rescue operations to reach households impacted 
by the storm.  It is important to have at least three days’ 
worth of food and water on hand.  Should an evacuation 
order be given, it is very important that it be followed 
and that persons not attempt to “ride out” the storm. 
 
 
 

Fall Advocate Campaign 
One of the finest conference periodicals in United 
Methodism is certainly our own Virginia Advocate.  The 
glossy, full-color magazine is published every month 
and contains interesting news about our Virginia 
Conference, our denomination, local church briefs, 
letters to the editor, clergy news, and a message from our 
bishop.  Each month there is also a chosen theme of 
interest that is explored in some depth from a variety of 
perspectives.  Each fall the Advocate sponsors a 
subscription campaign to solicit new subscribers.  
Currently Bethany has twenty subscribers, and there may 
be others of you who would like to subscribe.  If so, 
please contact Frances Brown, our Advocate 
representative in the church office (642-2110).  The cost 
of subscribing is $15 for one year, $25 for two years, 
and $36 for three years. 
 



Congratulations to Alliyson and Richard 
Alligood 
Our former nursery attendant, Alliyson 
Germek, was united in marriage with 
Richard Alligood on Saturday, 
September 12, in the Bethany Church 
sanctuary.  Alliyson is the daughter of 
Marsha Miller and the granddaughter of 
Kathleen Mattox.  The Alligoods are 
residing at 7188 Allison Lane in 
Wicomico.  Congratulations! 
 

Two Emmaus Walks in October 
The Peninsula Rainbow Emmaus Community will 
sponsor two Emmaus Walks in the month of October, 
one for men and one for women.  The Men’s Walk will 
be held from Oct. 8 – 11 (72 hours) at Holy Family 
Retreat Center in Hampton.  Bethany’s own Martin 
Breen is the Lay Director of the walk, and George Neal 
will be one of the pilgrims.  The Women’s Walk will be 
held from Oct. 29 – Nov. 1, again at Holy Family 
Retreat Center.  The Emmaus Walk is a once-in-a-
lifetime mountaintop experience that every devout 
Christian should consider.  For further information about 
either of these walks, contact Dolores Breen at 642-
0933. 

Confirmation Class Splits 
Due to the high demand of our youth (13 registrants), the 
pastor’s confirmation class is dividing between a high 
school group and a middle school group.  The high 
school group will meet on Sundays immediately 
following the second service, while the middle school 
group will meet from 5 until 6 p.m. also on Sundays.  
Both groups will be confirmed on Sunday, Dec. 13. 

District Provides Stewardship Education 
The Rappahannock District will 
sponsor a Stewardship Education 
Workshop on Saturday, October 
17, from 8:30 until 11:30 a.m. at 
Clarksbury UMC in Hardyville, in 
Middlesex County.  The workshop 
is designed to equip leaders of 
local churches with practical skills 
and principles that can prove to be 

transformational in the stewardship program of the local 
church.  Please let the pastor know of your interest in 
attending (642-2110). 
 

Pastor’s Column:  “A Bishop’s 
Viewpoint on Health 
Care Reform”  
I defer my pastor’s column this 
month in order to share extracts 

fro
m a 
pres
s 
rele
ase 
fro
m 
Bish
op 

Will Willimon of the North 
Alabama Conference on the subject of the health care 
bill before Congress.  I find his words to be thoughtful 
and thought-provoking.  The following are Bishop 
Willimon’s comments: 
 
“I personally find the bill being debated and proposed to 
be fearfully complicated.  But it is an attempt to solve a 
complicated and expensive problem.  Yet we must not 
be deterred by the complexity.  Above all, we are 
enjoined to think about this issue and any others like 
Christians. 
 
I hear that most Americans are ‘happy with their health 
insurance.’  I sure am.  Our denomination provides our 
elders with the most generous of health-care programs.  I 
am deeply grateful for such support.   
 
We can’t leave it at that, however.  The most under-
served in our society when it comes to health care are 
poor children.  As the church, Jesus has given us 
responsibility for the ‘least of these.’  Saying that ‘I am 
happy with my health care’ is not saying enough.  Our 
concern should not be to protect our entitlements, but 
rather our Jesus-assigned concern is ‘Am I happy with 
my neighbor’s health care?’ 
 
Scripture tells us that we are ‘not to 
bear false witness.’  It is tough enough 
to have a national debate over an issue 
of this complexity without deliberate 
misinformation being put out on the 
airways to muddy the conversation 
and spread unwarranted fear. 
 
We have the most expensive health-care system in the 
world that leaves out millions, because, while it is not 
government run, it is dominated by the insurance 
companies.  I fully trust the American Medical 
Association (AMA) and our doctors to worry about 



health care.  They say we need dramatic reform.  
Methodists should care about those who can’t get health 
care as much as the AMA is concerned. 
 
I visit church after church where the congregation is 
having to pull together and provide funds—thank 
goodness!—for people in their congregation or 
community who have suffered catastrophic financial loss 
due to huge medical bills.  Some of our health-care 
professionals volunteer every year to work in medical 
missions where Christians are trying to help those left 
out of our health-care system.  Why? 
 
We think about these issues with scripture, with Luke 
10, where, in one of Jesus’ favorite stories, the 
Samaritan says, ‘Take care of the wounded man, and 
when I return I will repay you whatever it costs.’  Read 
Luke 10:25-35!  Then, ‘go and do likewise.’” 
 
May God bless each of us as we give prayerful thought 
to this issue that has brought such division to our 
country. 
 
                       A Servant of Christ, 
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October 4 and 18th at 5:00 p.m.  Purpose Driven Life 
study will meet. 
 
October 4th and 18th  Supper and MYF from  
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 
October 17th 4:00-7:00 p.m. Youth are needed to help 
with children activities/sale items at Bethany’s Family 
Fall Festival.  Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m.  
 
Please contact Sondra for further information (642-0467) 
 
Many Thanks! 
A very special thank you to Sue Morecock, Loretta 
Leigh, Carol Justis, Linda Hall, Lisa Hasty, Denise 
Campbell, and Dawn Cluts for preparing, providing and 
serving delicious meals to Bethany’s youth!  Your 
kindness and generosity has blessed many hearts and 
stomachs! 
 
 
October 23-25th Middle School District 
Retreat 
Please join your friends for a weekend of worship, 
activities, and fellowship!  The van will leave the 

Church by 5:30 pm. Youth will need to bring money for 
dinner at Taco Bell.  We will return Sunday around 1:00 
p.m. Bethany will cover the cost of $95.00 for each 
youth, but donations of any amount would be greatly 
appreciated toward funding this event.   
 
High School retreat is November 20th – 23rd.  Please 
contact Sondra for further details 
 
 

Due to the Middle School Retreat there will be no 
MYF/Bible Study on Sunday, October 25th. 

 
 
 
The Youth Ministry Needs you!!! 
Caring adult volunteers are needed in the following areas 
of the youth ministry: van drivers, adult chaperones to 
help with youth/children pick up, Sunday School 
Teachers, adult chaperones on Sunday evenings (once 
every other month). Your help would be greatly 
appreciated in any of the above areas.  I truly cannot do 
it without you!  Contact Sondra if you are willing to 
help! (642-0467) or sdc001@cox.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


