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On Sunday, October 12, Bethany will feature its osec

Ministries Fair. On that day the Warren Belvin|&eiship Hall will be
- transformed into an exciting smorgasbord of ativactlisplays that will
highlight the vast array of programs and activitieat Bethany UMC

sponsors. The last Ministries Fair, held in 200&s a grand success, and
several people have asked when another one coulthelk The
Ministries Fair will be open from 9:30 a.m. througjoO p.m. on October
12. (No Sunday School classes will meet in thioedhip hall on that
Sunday.)
H H H H H H The purpose of the Ministries Fair is twofold. dEjrthe fair is
= designed to expose our congregation to the widgerafi programs and
N E R _ ministries in which our five ministry teams are aiwed. Unless a person
is a member of the Administrative Board and heagalar reports from
C H J R C H our ministry team chairpersons, the vast scopauofanistries can easily
be overlooked. This is especially true for folkeonattend the worship
service but who are not otherwise involved in ecideninistry within the
ACT \/ITI ES church. On Oct. 12 each ministry group within ¢herrch will display its
work in an attractive and informative manner, usuggbal and visual
displays stationed throughout the fellowship halhdividuals representing these ministries will be
present after both worship services to answer tunsstabout their work. We will have five ministry
teams represented: Worship, Discipleship, Memlygr€lare, Outreach, and Communications. Each
ministry team has its own particular emphasis aadures a number of smaller committees or ministry

tasks performed by individuals. You will be amatedee how many different groups, committees, and
individuals serve Christ at Bethany UMC!
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The second purpose of the Ministries Fair is tovigl® a mechanism through which interested
persons can “sign up” to serve in a particular afaainistry. There is a service opportunity feeeyone
at Bethany--from singing in the choir, to teachiBgnday School, to visiting shut-ins, to helpingveer
communion, to participating in mission work progcto helping in the kitchen, to being a greeter, t
helping in the church library, to providing dinndms our youth, and on and on. Some commitments
involve weekly responsibilities (e.g., the choisthers involve helping as needed (e.g., with réoapt
after funerals); others are scheduled on a rotdiagis (e.g., helping on the altar guild). Sonwuire
major commitments of time; others can fit into afinanyone’s schedule. Truly the greatest joy afide
a Christian, after experiencing the joy of salvatiis the joy that comes from knowing that we hdeae
something worthwhile for our Lord Jesus Christ. r @unistry teams provide that wonderful opportunity
for serving our Master!



Please plan to stay a few minutes after the senric®ctober 12 in order to visit the displays in
the WBFH. In doing so you will help to honor trathful efforts of the “worker bees” of Bethanyfekl

sure that you will find it a heartwarming experiehc

Children and Youth

Rehearsals for Kindergartners
through Fifth graders will
continue on October 12th and
26th immediately following
the 11:00 am Worship
Service. Meet us in the W.B.
Fellowship Hall for a light lunch and sing somddaa-la-
las 'till about 1:45!

~Miss Sandy, Miss Kris and Misz&nne

Thanks a Bunch!

A big thanks to all of th@&ible Buddies and their parents
for making our Family Night one to remember. We
enjoyed a nice covered dish dinner, great fellopsshnd
an exciting game of "Are You Smarter Than a Biblg
Buddy?" What a fantastic start to a promising y&ar
Bethany's 3rd, 4th and 5thgraders! Bible Buddies will
be meetingOctober 5th and 19th from 6:00 pm to 7:30
pm. We will be working on craft projects to sell thie
Church Bazaar. So bring your Bible and a friend ae'll
see you then! ~Miss Kris and Miss Jane
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District Youth Rally
District Youth Rally at Bellamy UMC on Sunday, Ob&y

B 5" 3:00-6:00 p.m. We will leave
church by 2:30 p.m. and return by
6:30 p.m. This is a potluck dinner
so please see sign up sheet by
Youth Classroom door.  Adult
chaperone and extra transportation is needed! Yelp
would be greatly appreciated

NO MYF or Bible Study on October 5"
due to this event!

Dinner Help is Needed

Help is needed with youth dinners for the fallydu are
able and willing to provide a meal, please see sfgsheet
next to the youth room. Your help is greatly appted!



Applebee’s Youth Breakfast a Huge

Success!

Thanks to the support of our Church family, Bethany
Youth Group raised $750.00 Your continuous supjso&
blessing to our youth group! A special thanks totlaé
parents and youth that gave up their Saturday mgrto
work the event! You are truly appreciated; RevbBastis
for his words of wisdom and encouragement to Betlsan
Youth Group; Sue Morecock and Bethany Bible Buddie
for their delicious Sunday dinners. Your kindneswd
generosity is greatly appreciated!

@,,@H? Vi
Youth fundraiser car wash will be
. held on Saturday, October 11 —
o ‘o 9-2:30 a.m. at Hardees, Glouceste
@@ ) %\ Point. Youth and Adult help is greatly
@@ W &% needed for the following shifts:
9-11:30am and 11:30am -2:30pm
All proceeds will help pay for Middle School andgHi
School fall retreats! Once again your help woulel b
greatly appreciated!
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Middle School District Retreat is October 24-26;gHli
School Retreat is November 2123 Join your friends for
a weekend of fellowship, worship, and exciting tgs!
Spaces are limited, so please RSVP to Sondra bgephg
694-0467 or emailsdcO01@cox.neby October 12 for
Middle High and November*Tfor High School!

There will be NO MYF on Sunday, October 26 or
November 23 due to Retreats

Church Conference
Scheduled for Oct. 29

Our District Superintendent
Joe Carson, will be with us o1
Wednesday, Oct. 29, to presid
at our annual  Church R

Conference. This is Bethany" —
major business meeting of th ||| b
year, and all members of th L‘r"‘ ‘

)

church have a vote and ar_,!;;f&m_'_-‘ =

encouraged to attend. At the meeting the 2009 dtudij

be approved, officers for the new year will be t&dd¢ and
program goals for 2009 will be established. Plaasek
your calendar!

Notes of Appreciation

A sincere and heartfelt thanks to all for the praye
thoughts, calls, flowers, food, and visits befatering and
after my recent surgery. There aren’t enough wtodsay
how truly grateful 1 am to what | consider my exded
family here at Bethany. God is truly wonderful amas
now graced me on my road to recovery — pain fréaj
hugs, prayers, and love to all. - Suzanne Stgrlin

I would like to thank each and everyone for themyers,
cards, visits, food, flowers, and phone calls dyrimy
recovery from surgery during the month of AuguBkery
act of kindness was a bright spot in my day anastesk
greatly to my speedy recovery. "No act of kindness
however small, is ever wasted". Those of you &metw
me well, know that family is very important to naad that
includes my Bethany Family. Thanks again for ymwe
and your kindness. May God bless you all, as naschie
has blessed me. -Peggy Lewis.

| would like to thank my Bethany Church Family fgour
visits, cards, flowers, pone calls, e-mails, food aost of
all the prayers during my father’s illness and sirs
death. | do appreciate the concerns and thougletsl
given during this difficult time for it has givenergreat
comfort. A special thanks to pastor Steve and istiisa
their visits. Your manwacts of kindness shown to me and
my family will be remembered forever. Remember .dGo
is good ...All the time. In Christian love, Jackiarfdpton

| do not have the words to thank you enough fa th
wonderful reception you gave Maxine. Maxine lovest
church, the members and the music so very mudmow
she was so very happy and proud of all that you did
loved Maxine with all my heart and soul and | knGed
will take good care of her. | know he will alsdeacare of
me because he gave me Maxine for 40 years. Thamks
very much, Joe Bayly

New Arrival
£

Congratulations to Stacie and Paul Martin and
Hunter, on the birth of a son/brother, Christian
Reese, born on Septembef’23He weighed 7Ib
1loz.




Book Corner

In Search of Edehy Linda Nichols

Spiritual themes such as forgiveness and redempatien
well integrated into the novel, and the Christitnaracters
are genuine, openhearted and giving.

Surrender All:Your answer to Living with Peace, Power,
and Purpose by Joni Lamb

Surrender all contains practical know-how and Joni’
remarkable story of how giving up control to Godhca
change your life.

The Shaclby William Young

This compelling fantasy explores themes of loves)and
blame. “Finally! A guy-meets-God novel that hasriary
integrity and spiritual daring. “The Shack” cutgdugh
the clichés of both religion and bad writing to eal/
something compelling and beautiful and about life’
integral dance with the divine. This story reatde la
prayer — like the best kind of prayer, filled witveat and
wonder and transparency and surprise.

When | read it, | felt like | was fellowshipping thi God.
If you read one work of fiction this year, let thie it.
-Mile Morrell, zoecarnate.com

Called by Namethe 38 Annual Meeting Virginia

Conference Unite Methodist Women, October 25-26820
VUMAC, Blackstone, VA. Registration deadline is
October 18. Bishop Kammerer will be the keynote
speaker. To download the registration form go t
www.vaumw.org Click on annual meeting.

Scrapbooking Anyone?

Are you interested in scrapbooking?
Novices are needed!
ministry. If you are interested in attending cadang this
fellowship please call or email Dolores Breen 6423 or
doeann7481@yaghoo.com

Experienced ar

Bible Study

Women’s Bible Study meets Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word
our lives. Please join us for study and fellowshi@/e
meet in the Faith classroom.

Men’s Bible Study meets on Monday's from 7-8:30 pim
the Journey classroom. We are currently studyiegobok

We would like to re-start this

D
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of Acts. We have plenty of room for more men, cand
join us.

Emmaus, Chrysalis, Cursillo

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight
Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30. fiam
our Bethany Reunion group. We are brothers artersigm
Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week aed s
how our spiritual journey is going.

Second Annual “Blessing of the Animals”
Bethany will host its second annual
Blessing of the Animals on Saturday,
October 4, at 11:00 a.m. on the north
church lawn. Members and friends
are invited to bring their sociable pets
of all sorts to receive a special
blessing by the pastor. October 4 is
the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi.

Reasons for Evangelism

% During Jesus’ last days on earth,
he commanded his disciples as
follows:

Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything
| have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of Hue.
Matthew 28:19-20

Throughout most of its history, Christianity hasebe
spread evangelistically, though the extent of eedsg
has varied significantly between Christian commanit
and denominations. Evangelism comes from the Amcien
Greek word,evangelion often translatedjospe] thus an
evangelist is one who shares the good news.

Won't you consider sharing this good news? The
Evangelism Committee invites you to join them. Weet
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Upaogmi
neighborhood visits are scheduled for Saturdayolat18
and November 15. Look for reminders in the weekly
bulletin. Contact Archie Leigh, 804-642-2734 omda
Niethamer, 757-273-1613

Bethany’s 2008 Bazaar News



The Bethany Bazaar will be held on Saturday, Noweangb
from 9:00 am. — 2:00 p.m. in the Warren Belvin
Fellowship Hall and the Education Building. Ouridayy
night delicious Candlelight Preview dinner will berved
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. and provide an opportunity t

..Dmg wander through all the shops at
-\'\OL‘ your leisure. This popular event
N BRZN\R always sells out early so be sure

- 3 to purchase your tickets early
_ : ﬂ . from Jean Heywood (642-2333).
@ e Tickets are now available at the
_ @” same price of $15.00 each. This
h ¥ year's menu consists of an
appetizer of cheese and crackers
pineapple/cranberry  congealed
salad, California blend vegetables, parsley pogtbeef
and sage pepper chicken, homemade rolls, tea feectif
drink and chocolate cake with eggnog sauce foreaiess
The United Methodist Men will prepare lunch on $day.
The proceeds from lunch sales will also support ol
mission outreach.

=

The Bethany Bazaar is a church wide event thatsieswn
teamwork, fellowship and a sense of accomplishnaent
we work together for a common goal. No other sngl
event at Bethany matches this outpouring of Clamskove.
It provides monetary support for so many worthy
organizations. All profits from the bazaar are ated to
mission-oriented organizations to help finance rthei
rewarding work. The last eleven bazaars have daiser
$160,000. This is truly a unique way to share Gddie
and be disciples for Jesus Christ in our local comitres
and throughout the world. Last bazaar's financial
recipients were Clara Biswas (our church supportad
missionary), Save the Cambodian Children, Day Break
Center (Agency on Aging), Mattaponi Healing Eagle
Clinic, Red Bird Mission, Henderson Settlement, fyen

Fork Community Center, Portsmouth Wesley Centelr,
Boy's and Girl's Club of Gloucester, Salvation Army
Gloucester Housing Partnership, Camp Rainbow
Connection, Gloucester/Mathews Free Clinic, Heart
Haven, Society of St. Andrew, Abingdon VolunteereFi
Department and Rescue Squad, Jeremiah Proje&ta@ts
Episcopal Church Weekend Meals, Rappahannock Elistri
Youth Choir (RDYC), Agency on Aging Meals on Wheels
Laurel Shelter, Cub Scout Pack 113, Three Rivethiy
Families, Helping Hands Ministry, Esther Thompsor
Cottage and Christina Perkins.

Soon, someone will contact you requesting donatioins
cakes, cookies, pies, breads, jams, jellies andezhgoods

for the Country Kitchen Shop. Please wrap bakeadgo
securely in plastic wrap or ziplock bags and usa-no
returnable containers. The Basket shop will al b
requesting your help by making a theme basket Heir t
room. We have a few baskets available to be filigith
goodies. The Yarn shop is anticipating a roonedillvith
handmade afghans, hats, scarves, mittens, sweaters
booties that have been knitted or crocheted bynipvi
hands.

Please come to the bazaar on November 8 to buy th
unusual Christmas gift or a last minute hosteds dihjoy
browsing through the ETC Shop, Quilt Shop, Woodsho
boutique Shop, Ornament Shop, Theme Basket shoj
country Kitchen and Bake Sop, Wreath Shop, YarnpSho
and the Art Gallery. We will have something foegxone.

We are requesting support for this enormous unkiega
through your time, talents, and prayers to makén&wst's
Bazaar a success once again.

Bazaar Co-chairmen, Jeannie Harrell (642-2498)Janet
Chapin (642-6822)

Rabbi Barry Phillips to speak on the Torah
Did you know that there is a group of Christianattfocus
their scriptural study on the
Torah? Come to the October

Thursday Night Service at 7:0(
p.m. and hear the Rabbi Barr
Phillips from the House of Davi

“///

Mission State

To know the love of Goi
through Jesus Chinst,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout
our community and the world.

7\

share information on his House of Torah Study.

Angels in our Midst

There are angels in our midst, dear Friends inSGhtthat
act generously from the heart, quietly going abibatir
business and asking nothing in return. We haven bee
touched by your graceful wings and blessed by youl
thoughtfulness. You took our breath away and waresh
tears of joy. Now we can only humbly say thank.y@ur
prayers are being answered according to God’s amtl
our burdens have lessened. And, just like you ltmre,



when our time comes, please know your act of kisdne
will most definitely be carried on.

With our sincere gratitude, Your gratefulipgents

Last Call for Missing Addresses

We have been earnestly seeking current addresstefo
following Bethany members for the past two yearthwi
success. If we cannot locate them this month, wikye
removed for our roll by order of our charge confee

Christopher and Charity Bird
Pascal and Sandra Bourdin
Elizabeth White Breuer
Evelyn Smith Cecil

John and Jennifer Christman
Brian Fields

Kimberly Grizzard

Honor Hughes

Bruce and Debbie Jenkins
George and Sarah Joyner
Jefferson Lanier

Michael Lewis

Matt and Jessica Maples
Ruben Goddard Money
Brian Paulino

Dalton Phillips

Nancy Sanders

Abigail Smith

Barbara Stainback

Jeri Stelson

Beth Walker

Needed: Current Mailing Addresses
Martha Susan Bowen
John and Betty Burns
Raymond Jordan
Lewis Morrison
George Albert Parkes
Leo Perk
Billy Smith
Edgar C, West, Jr
Blanche Walker Jones
Theresa Bell Childre
Timothy & Deborah Melchert
Christine Lewis
Gary Loveland
Charles Belvin
Alicia Williams Naples
Sharon Sims Hall
Margaret Currier Smith
Jackie Emerson
William Edward Dunston
Christi Newsome Peters
Scott and Tonya Varner

Five Great Reasons to Join the Choir

1. You never have to worry about what to wear.

2. You have excellent seats and are assured
reserved seat for Christma
and Easter.

3. From your advantageou:
seat, you can smile at, gaw
at, ignore, and otherwise
enjoy the rest of the peoplc
in the congregation.

4. You're in a wonderful spot to see new members
and the newly baptized.

5. The pastor is nearly always looking the other way.
Bethany’s Chancel Choir rehearses from 7 until @.pon
Wednesday evenings. The first hour of the rehkassa
devoted to practicing the Christmas cantata.

Two Emmaus Walks Scheduled for

October

The Men’'s Emmaus Walk is scheduled Oct. 9-12 in
Hampton. Please remember Martin Breen, who will be
part of the leadership team. The Women’s Walk \él
held Oct. 30- Nov. 2, also in Hampton. Three Beyha
members, Dawn Cluts, Diane White, and Sue Morecock
will walk as pilgrims. Remember them in prayef.ybu
would like to be part of this once-in-a-lifetime -Baur
spiritual retreat in the future, please contactdbed Breen

at 642-0933.
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XYZ

Club to Visit Jamestown

Bethany’'s XYZ (extra years of zest) Club will takeday
trip to Jamestown on Wednesday, Oct. 15, leavirgy th
church parking lot at approximately 9:30 a.m. dfuyare
55 years of age or older, you are welcome to jo#fZXno
dues required). However, there is a cost for #mestown
trip for admission to the museum, and the luncfotiow
at the Carrot Tree in Williamsburg will be “dutchlf you
would like to join our congenial group, please mgbker
reservation with either Estelle Harris (642-434i7Pauline
Harris (642-2533).

Sanders Nursing Home Seeks Volunteers

The new activities director at the nursing caralifsccat
Sanders Senior Living Community in Gloucester (7441
Walker Ave, behind the firehouse) is seeking vadens to
help her with programming. Especially needed ahdgta
who could help for a few hours during weekends.yadif



have a heart for the elderly and would like to agdra little
joy, please contact Helene, activities directo§38-2000.

Focused Prayer in October
You are invited to join us for a time of focusetkentessory
prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Mary lyotsg
classroom. Each evening has a different prayersfoc

Oct. 1: the mentally ill

Oct. 8: we will not meet

Oct. 15: the needs of children

Oct. 22: the presidential campaign

Oct. 29: our Church Conference

Children’s Sabbath Celebrated on Oct. 12
For 17 years the Children’s Defense Fund has uegedy
faith community to choose a day of worship in Oetoto
lift up the needs of children during their servicedn the
United Methodist calendar that day of special ersjzha
Children’'s Sabbath, is October 12. The message at
Bethany on that Sunday will highlight concerns tedato
children in this country and throughout the world.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Helps the
Needy

The congregation at Bethany has been very genardhe
support of families with special needs. Throughuryo
faithful gifts the fund has helped a church membet
special eyeglasses, helped pay the rent of a Bgthan
member out of work, helped an active Bethany famiho
had gotten behind on their mortgage, helped wighrént
of another member who was out of work, and alspdtl
other needy individuals who were not members. fliise
Sunday of every month we receive a special offeforg
the Discretionary Fund. If you would like to cadhtrte,
please make out your check to Bethany UMC, andhen t
notation line write: “pastor’s discretionary fund”

Pastor’'s Column: “A Methodical System”
All things should be done decently and in order
(1 Corinthians 14:40).

Those words were written
by the Apostle Paul in the context

of worship in the Corinthian
congregation, when numerous
persons inspired by the Holy

Spirit were moved to preach,
teach, exhort, and pray. How
could you maintain some
semblance of order with so much
spiritual energy? How would you
keep such  worship  from

deteriorating to a confusing cacophony? Paul'svans
let all things be done decently and in order.

That value of order and propriety we not only
honor in our United Methodist worship services—we
follow an order of service, of course--but alscthie way
we handle our temporal business. United Methodists
methodical to a “T". We have a prescribed procedhat
we follow in arriving at our church budget. We baa
procedure that we follow leading up to the electudrour
officers for the new year.

Obviously in a church of Bethany's size there are
many different ideas on how best to spend the maimaty
is contributed by the congregation. It is impoksibith a
finite, balanced budget to honor everyone’s piiesit The
Finance Committee sometimes has to make tougl
budgetary decisions that please some people bpledse
others. The committee makes those decisions witl
thoughtful care, and those decisions are covergutdyer.

And obviously there are differences in opinion as
to who would best provide leadership for the chutmbth
paid staff and unpaid church officers. There aothb
conservative and liberal voices in our church, trede are
those who prefer one style of leadership to anothfnd
so, when the Staff-Parish Relations Committee make
decisions and recommendations concerning the pastbr
staff of the church, they can never always pleaseyene.
And when the Lay Leadership Committee makes its
decisions concerning whom to nominate to officéeva of
their decisions will always be second-guessed hyeso
people.

But to be a United Methodist is to trust our
organizational process and to believe that God uses
and can use that process to provide the materishaman
resources that his church needs to flourish. Ouwited
Methodist method provides order, integrity, and ropess
to the necessary business of providing funding anc
leadership for the ministry and mission of the churOur
United Methodist procedures, | believe, allow usdio
necessary church business “decently and in order”.

If you would like to learn more about how our
church operates, you are welcome to sit in on ar
Administrative Board meeting at Bethany and observe
Better yet, be present for our big business meaiinthe
year, Church Conference, scheduled for Wednesdat, O
29. And you are also welcome to ask me about amyih
our administrative process that you do not undedsta

A servant of Christ,
Pastor Steve



Teagan Irene Williams, daughter of Brian and Danna

Sermons for October Williams, onAug. 31

October 5 “And God Created Animals”
based on Genesis 1:20-25
October 12 “No Child Left Behind”
based on Isaiah 65:17-24
October 19 “A Place for Politics”
based on Matthew 22:15-22
October 26 “Someone Greater Than David”
based on Matthew 22:41-46

May God continue to bless these little ones annl the
families.

Advocate Subscription/Renewal Time
Get the Virginia Advocate and be an informed United
Methodist
See firsthand who benefits from your donations of
time and money through missions.
Stay informed with up-to-date information on
current issues affecting Virginia United
Methodists.
Gain new and exciting ideas for your church from
others’ experiences through the Local church
section.
Discover how God’s vision is being shared every
day through insightful, and sometimes humorous,
commentary and reflections

Subscribe for 2 or 3 years and SAVE! Cost of a
subscription is only $15.00 a year or $25 for tvearg.

Call the church office and let us know of your d@mn.

Three Infants Baptized

It was our privilege as a congregation at Bethanyitness
recently the baptism of three infants. They were:
Keagan David Chase, son of Shawn and Krista Cloase,
Aug. 10

Cole Micah McDade, son of Steven and Dawn McDade, o
Aug. 31




