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November, 2009 

 
Seeking to Become a More Vital Church 

 
Someone has said that no matter how good things are in life, there is always room for 

improvement.  That truism works for churches, too.  There is always room to grow and improve as a 
church.  It is the complacent church that over time begins to slide backwards.  But it is the church that is 
always striving to do things better and more faithfully that will have the brighter future. 

 
Within this context, Bethany UMC is embarking on a month-

long study of “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations,” a highly 
acclaimed book by Robert Schnase, bishop of the Missouri Annual 
Conference.  Bishop Schnase, during his many years as a successful 
pastor before he became bishop, identified five behaviors in local 
churches that make for spiritual and numerical growth.  Those five 
practices he entitled Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, 
Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and 
Extravagant Generosity.  Those five practices work in churches of all 
sizes and in all regions of the country.   
 

Bethany will be focusing on the “Five Practices” during the 
month of November.  On each of the five Sundays of November we will explore one of the five emphases 
in both our Sunday School classes and during our worship services.  At our combined adult Sunday 
School class we’ll watch a short video presentation by Bishop Schnase, introducing the topic, and then 
we’ll be led in an exploration of relevant scripture and group discussion by one of our gifted Bethany 
teachers.  During our worship services Pastor Steve will preach on the five topics, using illustrative stories 
from the Old Testament.  In addition to our emphasis in Sunday School and in worship, copies of 
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Schnase’s helpful devotional guide Cultivating Fruitfulness will be made available for each family to use 
for daily devotional reading during the month. 
 

We hope that our study of the “Five Practices” will prompt many of you with new ideas that 
Bethany can use to make improvements in these five areas of ministry.  We’ll be collecting your ideas and 
suggestions at the end of the month and reviewing them as church leaders.  We want Bethany Church to 
continue viable and vital for many, many years to come.  Please plan to participate fully in our November 
study! 

 
 
 
 
 



PICTORIAL DIRECTORY DATES 
Plans have been completed for 
publication of a new pictorial 
directory.  We encourage church 
families to participate by having 
their portraits included.   Friends 
may also have their portraits 
made without having to be 
included in the directory. 

 

Every family photographed (including friends) will 
receive a free 8x10 portrait whether or not they purchase 
additional portraits.  Prices for additional portrait 
packages will be available at the church soon.  
Church families will also receive a free copy of the 
directory. 
 

DATES OF PHOTO SESSIONS will be every day 
between December 2 and December 4 from 2:30PM to 
9:00PM; December 5 (Saturday) from 10:00AM to 
5:00PM; December  18 from 2:30 PM to 9:00PM and 
December 19 (Saturday) from  10:00AM to 5:00PM 
Portraits made between December 2 and December 5 
will be delivered on the week before Christmas. Sign-up 
for portrait sittings will be conducted every Sunday in 
November before and after church services. 
 
LAPTOP OPERATORS AND REGISTRATION 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Sign-up for directory portrait sittings will be done  
electronically using laptop computers.  We will need the 
help of three persons proficient in laptop operation for 
that purpose each Sunday in November.   On one of 
those Sundays we will need the help of laptop operators  
who can provide their own laptops. On the days of 
portrait sittings, we will need volunteers to gather family 
information prior to portraits being made.  Two pairs of 
volunteers would work two-hour shifts each day. 
 

Please contact Rey Morales (642-4112) if you can 
help with these chores. 
 
 

Church and Society Recycling Tips #6 
Do you get tons of junk mail?  Half of the 4 million tons 
of junk mail delivered In the U.S. each year is thrown 
away unopened.  According to the website 
www.obviously.copm “even if you recycle there are still 
enormous environmental costs in terms of ink, energy to 
produce, deliver, and recycle inefficiencies and loss of 
productive forest to create the high quality glossy paper 
much junk mail uses.” 
 

This website lists numerous ways to reduce the amount 
junk mail you receive, including specific ways to stop 
the flow of certain types of mailings to your home.  Here 
is one simple way to stop the mailing of first class mail 
ads: First class mail: Cross out the address and bar 
cods, circle the first class postage and writs “refused: 

return to sender”.  Drop in any mailbox, it will be 
returned to the sender. 
 
Free Stuff!!!!!! 
Come by the fellowship hall on 
Saturday, Nov. 7th from 8:00 a.m. - 12 
noon and look at all the “freebies” we 
will have for you!  Sponsored by the 
Women’s Sunday School Class, this 
event is like a yard sale except the items 
are all FREE!  If you have items you 
would like to donate they can be dropped off at the 
church on Friday, Nov. 6th from 1:00-6:00 p.m. Any 
items left over will be donated to a local charity.  We 
will need donations of plastic/paper bags, hot cider and 
brownies.  This is a great way to help our Gloucester 
Community.  For more information, contact Diane 
White via e-mail at dianemwhite1@cox.net.   
 

Note of Appreciation 
To our dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your many acts of 
kindness during Pat’s illness and his 
passing.  We are grateful for your 
attendance at the visitation and the 
funeral, for the lovely reception and 
food that you provided, and the 
food, flowers, cards, and calls that 

came to our homes. We especially thank you for your 
ongoing prayers and support during this year.  The 
prayer shawl from the HUGS ministry was a touching 
gift.  Pastor Steve and Susan’s faithful visits meant so 
much to Pat.  Thank you to Pastor Steve, Rudy 
Shackelford, and Braxton Allport for the lovely service.  
May God richly bless each of you.   

 

Laura and Scott Glaze, Will and Genia Kearney, 
and Bev Kearney 
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Still Collecting Items for Salvation Army 
With the holidays approaching we have begun to collect 
non-perishable holiday food items. Some suggestions 
are: pumpkin pie filling, cranberry sauce, stuffing, green 
beans, etc.  A box for these items is located next to the 
church office. 
    
 
Women’s Bible Study 
Women’s Bible study meets Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m.  
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s Word 
for our lives.  We invite you to join us for study and 
fellowship. We meet in the Faith Classroom. 
 
Men’s Bible Study 



Men’s Bible study meets on Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m.  
in the Journey Classroom.  
 
 
Walk to Emmaus  
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo?  Join us on the first 3 Thursday evenings of 
the month from 6:30-7:30 for our Bethany Reunion 
Group.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ who meet 
weekly to talk about our week and see how our spiritual 
journey is going. 
 
 
Consecration Sunday Update 
A total of 115 giving units completed Estimate of Giving 
Cards.  92 of these giving units increased their financial 
commitment above their 2008 amount. 
 
115 giving units of Estimate of Giving Cards committed 
a total of $281,994.00 Based on 2008 giving records, we 
can expect to receive $90,375.34 during the coming year 
from people who had consistent giving patterns during 
2008.  This gives us a grand total of anticipated income 
for the next twelve months of $372,369.34.  The total 
income for our general operating budget during 2008 
was $322,555.14. Next year, we can expect our 
operating budget income to increase by $49,814.20. This 
is a 15.44% increase in total giving above 2008. 
  
 
 
 
Attention Parents & Youth      
Yor community needs your help 

On 14 November, 9:00 
AM Gloucester Clean 
Community will provide 
gloves, vest and litter 
picker-uppers.  The youth 
will need healthy 
appetites.  The church and 

society will provide them with refreshments. They will 
be working in pairs with a bag between them.  They will 
be split up along Old 17. 
 
November 20th - 22nd 
District High School Retreat 
Please join your friends for a weekend of worship, 
activities, and fellowship! The van will leave the Church 
by 5:30pm Youth will need to bring money for dinner at 
Taco Bell  We will return Sunday around 1:00pm. 
Bethany will cover the cost of  $95.00 for each youth, 
but donations of any amount would be greatly 
appreciated toward funding this event. Applications 

must be in no later than November 8th. 
 
 
 

               
 
A Big Thank You 
To the following wonderful individuals who so 
generously provided confirmation lunches or youth 
dinners for the month of October! Loretta Leigh, Sue 
Morecock, Claire Hall, Andy and Gina White, Candy 
Douglas, Wendy Ward, Denise Campbell, Lisa Hasty, 
Lyndia Tipton, Ginny Wilburn, and Patricia Kidd. May 
God bless you for your generosity and kindness! 
 
Thank you Sue Morecock for the many hours that you 
put into organizing MYF dinners! Your dedication and 
love for the youth is truly a blessing to many! 
May God bless you for all of your hard work! 
 
To David and Peggy Lewis, Al and Judy Burner, Alan 
and Sandra Harvey, Dawn McDade, Dawn Cluts, and 
“passenger dude” Ed Conner for so generously helping 
with transportation in the month of October. 
 
To Sandy Fox, Dawn McDade, Dawn Cluts, Ed and 
Susan Connor, Barbara Blais, Rick Koenig, Jennifer and 
Michael Barber, Gina and Andy White for love and 
support during MYF and youth activities. 
 
My Deepest Appreciation 
Words cannot express the gratitude for your overflowing 
love and support toward the Taylor Family.  Your 
generosity of food, prayers, cards, and kind words were 
such a blessing to the Taylor Family.  I love each one of 
you, and I am extremely proud that I am a part of 
Bethany’s wonderful family!  Blessings, Sondra 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks a Million 
A note of loving appreciation and sincere gratitude 
to everyone that volunteered, assisted with, donated 
items to and helped so graciously with the very 
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��  held in 
September.  

       Bible Study/MYF will not meet 
on November 22 

due to 
High School Retreat 

 



 
Proceeds totaling over $1,000.00 were given to The Sole 
Sisters United to assist with their team fund raising 
goals for the Three Day Breast Cancer Walk held in 
October. Not only was Bethany so very generous once 
again, the women that were involved in this event 
noticed that it created a "buzz" of conversations, mostly 
about the importance of routine screening. With 
dedicated crusaders like Jill Daniel, Tina Silberhorn and 
other previous walkers in our midst, may we all continue 
to march together to find the cure once and for all. 
  

Gratefully, 
Kris Kent 
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We invite preschool 
children through young adults 

 to meet in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall 
where snacks will be served.  

 

When Paul and his team are ready, we will make  
our way to the sanctuary to decorate Bethany’s  
beautiful tree and enjoy songs of the season.  

  Come enjoy a true Bethany holiday tradition!! 
 

~Kris Kent, Sondra Colbert and Paul Kendall~ 

 
Bible Buddies for all Third, Fourth and 

Fifth Graders  
will meet at 6:00 pm on Sunday, November 1st and 

15th.   
Bring your Bible and a friend and we will see you then! 

~~~Miss Kris and Miss Jane~~~ 
 

PS~~~Don't forget to bring in your clean jelly jars!!  

 

New Arrival 
Congratulations to grandparents Marsha and Robert 
Miller on the arrival of Logan Gage Harney. He was 
born on October 16th to Jason and Kim Harney, and 
weighed 7 lb 2 oz and was 20” long.  Kathleen Mattox is 
great grandmother. 
 
 
UMW Events Coming Up 

District Advent Prayer breakfast will be held on Friday 
Dec. 4 at 8:30 a.m. at Urbanna UMC and on Saturday 
Dec. 5 at 8:30 a.m. Tappahannock UMC. Speaker will 
be Cammie Armstrong on “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” 
 
Dec. 7, 1:30 p.m., Bethany Naomi Circle and Joy Circle 
go to Walter Reed Convalescent Center for their yearly 
gift-wrapping party.   

Thanksgiving Eve Service at Bethany 
Each Thanksgiving Eve Bethany participates in a 
Community Thanksgiving Service that rotates among 
several local churches.  This year Bethany Church will 
host the service at 7:00 p.m. 
on Nov. 25.  Bringing the 
message will be Rev. Thad 
Decker, pastor of Bethlehem 
UMC, and providing the 
special music will be the 
Praise Band of Susanna 
Wesley UMC.  This year for 
the first time Achilles Friends Church will provide the 
post-service refreshments.  Come sing the great hymns 
of Thanksgiving with Rudy Shackelford at the organ.  
Let us worship together with other Christian friends 
from our end of the county. 
 
You Can Help UM Family Services 
One of the finest organizations in the Virginia Annual 
Conference is United Methodist Family Services.  
Family Services provides adoption services, foster care, 
residential treatment for troubled teenagers, charterhouse 
school, and family counseling.  Bethany will be 
supporting the work of UM Family Services during the 
month of November this year.  This will include a 
special offering on Nov. 22 and the solicitation for gifts 
for the work of Family Services.  Especially needed are 
school supplies, board games for ages 11-18, card 
games, and socks.  Collection boxes will be available in 
the church narthex and outside the church office.  On 
Nov. 22, a special speaker from Family Services will 
give a brief presentation at each worship service.  Please 
contact our UMFS representative, Sue Morecock, if you 
have questions (757-875-1603). 
 
 
Bethany Welcomes New Members 

Bethany welcomed three new members 
into the congregation on October 25.  
Susan Williams transferred her 
membership from Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church in Bena.  Susan lives 
at 7155 Bray Road in Hayes (824-5300) 
and works both at Busch Gardens and 



Kentucky Fried Chicken.  Her two grown daughters, 
Virginia and Jerri, live at home with her.  Susan has 
joined the Chancel Choir at Bethany. 
 

Kenneth and June Matthews transferred their 
membership from Abingdon Episcopal Church in Hayes.  
Ken is a retired Elementary School Principal from 
Newport News and a retired National Park Ranger.  June 
is a retired kindergarten teacher from Newport News.  
The Matthews have three grown children.  They live at 
7871 Berkeley Drive in Gloucester Point (642-9480). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
Note of Thanks from our Missions 
Chairperson 
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��������&� greeting with smiles and hugs as we arrived 
on site.  Our "advance team" of Kirk, Ed, Jimmy, Danny, 
Charlie, and Patrick arrived on site at 8:30 am and had 
the deck framed out and attached to posts when the 
"second wave" (Alan, Kevin, Jeannie, and Bob) arrived 
at 9:45 am.  We all gathered round, as Alan said a 

blessing for the project.  Our advance team had 
everything laid out and planned out, and soon there was 
a buzz of activity as everyone pitched in with hammers, 
measuring tapes, saws, and posthole diggers.  We were 
soon joined by Charlotte, who went right to work nail-
gunning the stair stringers into place. By the time lunch 
arrived, we had the deck boards and stair stringers 
completed.  Charlotte said a nice grace, and we sat down 
and enjoyed our Subway sandwiches, with all the fixin's, 
thanks to Danny and Marsha.   
 

The teamwork on this project was wonderful.  All the 
worked flowed smoothly, and soon we had the handrails 
cut, in place, and picketed.  By 2 pm or so, the deck was 
complete, scrap lumber and trash picked up, and the area 
raked and landscaped.  Ed, Charlotte, and Diane were 
planning out some plantings around the deck as a 
finishing touch.  We took some final pictures, said our 
goodbyes, and headed back home, knowing that we had 
helped make a positive difference in both Mrs. 
Shackleford's life and our own lives as well. 
 

Kevin Kiley 
 
Religions of the World Features Jewish 
Rabbi 
Rabbi Me’irah Iliinsky, rabbi at Temple Beth El in 
Williamsburg, will be our speaker at our monthly 
“Religions of the World” program on Thursday, Nov. 5, 
at 7:30 p.m.  Come learn about 
contemporary Judaism in our nation 
today.  Rabbi Iliinsky will allow time to 
answer questions from the congregation.  
All are invited to attend.  The program 
will be held in our church sanctuary. 
 

Church Conference Scheduled 
for  Tuesday, Nov. 10 
According to our United Methodist Discipline there is 
only one meeting setting when every member of the 
church has a vote (normally we make official decisions 
through representative church government).  That one 
most-important setting is called a Church Conference.  
Bethany will have its annual Church Conference on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  
Our District Superintendent, Rev. Joe Carson, will be 
with us to conduct the meeting.  At the meeting the 
budget for 2010 will be voted on, the official church officers 
for 2010 will be elected, and ministry goals for 2010 will be 
presented.  Also anticipated will be a proposal to establish an 
Endowment Fund for Bethany UMC.  Every member is 
encouraged to attend; please allow one hour for the meeting. 

 
Advent Begins on Nov. 29 

Advent, the liturgical 
season of preparation for 
the Lord’s coming, begins 



on Sunday, November 29, and continues until 
Christmas Eve.  Here at Bethany we celebrate each 
Sunday of Advent by lighting a new candle on our 
Advent wreath, with the center Christ candle lit on 
Christmas Eve.  Our lovely Chrismon tree with its 
white lights and symbolic ornaments will be in place, 
wreaths will decorate our the church doors, garlands will 
hang on our sanctuary walls, and candles and greenery in 
our sanctuary windows.  The color blue will be evident 
on our pulpit, lectern, communion table, and stoles.  A 
special devotional guide prepared by the Society of St. 
Andrew will be available for daily use during the Advent 
season.  Plan to be present each Sunday during the 
Advent season! 
 
It’s Flu Season Again 
It’s flu season again, and several of our members have 
already been affected either by H1N1 or by the more 
common garden varieties of influenza.  Here are some 
reminders and suggestions that come down from the 
Director of Worship Resources for The United 
Methodist Church. 

1. Remember that the primary means by which the 
virus spreads is by airborne particles from 
coughs or sneezes and by skin-to-skin contact.   

2. The most effective preventative measure is the 
regular washing of hands or the regular use of 
hand sanitizers containing alcohol. 

3. If you are well and able to come to worship, do 
not fear germs more than you love Jesus. 

4. Cover your mouth each time you cough or 
sneeze. 

5. If the spread of the flu is rampant in the 
community, consider greeting others in ways 
that don’t require skin-to-skin contact. 

6. Do not come to worship if you have flu-like 
symptoms. 

 
Church Library Project Nears 
Completion 
Thanks to the leadership of Marion Dixon and the 
faithful work of John Hasty, Warren Belvin, Kathleen 

Greene, Jeannie Meisner, and 
several other volunteers, our 
church library has had a major 
facelift!  For some time now our 
library, along with wonderful 
books on its shelves, has 
become a repository for things 
that people did not know what 

to do with.  A small room to begin with got even smaller 
with the accumulation of non-library-related items.   As 
a result of the library renovation, non-essential items 
have been stored elsewhere or discarded; church 
archives have been moved to the Men’s classroom; the 

old metal desk has been removed and replaced by an 
attractive wooden desk; old bookcases have been 
removed, and new shelves built and stained to match our 
current shelves; and the walls have been painted a lovely 
shade of amber.  Soon our books will be back on the 
shelves, and the library will be back in operation again.  
We thank everyone for their patience.  The project has 
been financed by several special memorial gifts. 
 

 
 
An Angel in Our Sound Room 
One of the blessings of Bethany UMC is to have a man 
like Merle Luther as our audiovisual technician.  Almost 
every Sunday of the year Merle arrives at church before 
8:30 a.m. to operate the church’s sound system; he is 
there again during the 11:00 service to record the service 
on CD for those who desire a copy.  We never see Merle 
because he is hidden away in our Sound Room, a small 
closet accessed through our choir room.   
 

Recently, Merle Luther’s electronic expertise saved our 
church hundreds of dollars.  As many of you know, our 
church carillon did not play for several months during 
the summer due to a problem with the carillon’s 
software.  When the software problem was fixed, we 
again had problems keeping the carillon playing over the 

church steeple.  A high-priced carillon 
repairman from Richmond came one day, 
looked over the entire system—speakers, 
wiring, amplifier—and couldn’t positively 
identify the problem.  He spoke of 
“gremlins” in the system.   
 

Merle asked if he could examine the 
system.  Armed with two large toolboxes Merle spent 
several long days hidden away in the amplifier chamber 
high above the choir corridor and in the dark reaches 
above our church narthex.  After several experimental 
attempts to identify the problem Merle came down with 
a big smile on his face.  He had discovered a loose 
connection in the carillon amplifier, which he was able 
to fix!  The carillon has been working fine now for a 
month.  Please tell Merle how much you appreciate all 
his work behind the scenes! 
 
 
Bethany Member Featured on Billboard 
Margie Morris, one of Bethany’s new members, is a 
poster child for Riverside Walter Reed Hospital.  
Margie, a breast cancer survivor, was so pleased with the 
treatment she received at the oncology center at Walter 
Reed—“they made me feel like family”--that the day 
after her final radiation treatment she wrote a glowing 
letter to WXGM Radio, praising the personnel who work 
in the cancer center.  The letter was read on the air.  
Margie was subsequently interviewed by the newspaper.  



Since that time Walter Reed Hospital has featured her 
picture and testimony in their annual calendar, and she 
appears on a billboard high above Route 17 near the BP 
station in Gloucester Point.   
 
Belated Congratulations to the Whites 
On Sunday, September 6, Adam and Catherine 
White again became parents, with the birth of a 
daughter, Stella Layne White.  Stella joins her older 
brother Cooper at their Hayes residence.  The 
Whites have brought Stella to the 8:30 worship 
service at Bethany several times since then.  
Congratulations! 
 
Bazaar Organizational Meeting 
November 13, 2010 - - - Mark this date on your church 
calendar for the Church Bazaar.  We will have an 
organizational meeting on November 19th at 7:30 p.m. 
and everyone is invited to come and share ideas.  New 
members – here’s your chance to get involved. 
 

You all are needed!  Your ideas are needed!  Your 
prayers are needed!  Be passionate about this event. 
 

Any question call Jeannie Harrell (642-2498) or Janet  
Chapin (642-6822).  
Trustees Opt for Neater Grounds 
Thanks to the action of our Board of Trustees our church 
grounds present a tidier appearance than they have in 
some time.  This past spring the trustees entered into 
contract with Chandler Landscape Design of Hayes to 
mulch, prune, weed, etc., the beds around our church 
building.  The trustees took this action because it has 
become increasingly difficult to find enough men able to 
come out on church work days to tend our church 
shrubbery.  Hiring this job out has proved to be a wise 
decision.   
 
Please Set Back Your Clocks 
Don’t forget!  The first Sunday in November has 
been designated as the day when we move from 
Daylight Time to Standard Time.  Please turn back 
your clocks one hour before you go to bed on 
Saturday.   

 
All Saints Day Honors the Deceased 

All Saints Day is a traditional celebration on the 
Christian calendar, observed annually on November 
1.  During our worship services on that day we will 
lift of the names of the members of Bethany UMC who 

have died during the previous 
twelve months.  According to our 
records they are: 
 

Marion Dalton 

George Woodhouse 
Margaret Martin 
Carlton Heywood 

Doris Lewis 
Lucille Letchworth 

Pat Kearney 
 
 

Justis Family to Move to Mechanicsville 
Rev. Bob and Carol Justis will move from Achilles to 
Mechanicsville in mid-November.  The Retired Clergy 
Housing Corporation has decided to sell both the house 
where the Justises were living and the house where the 
Drapers were living.  Instead, they have decided to 
provide additional housing for retired pastors in the 
Richmond area.  Once again Bob and Carol will be 
living in the same neighborhood as Jim and Barbara (just 
not next door) in Mechanicsville, Virginia.  Carol has 
rendered inestimable service to the church by singing in 
the choir, filling in for Sandy Fox, and teaching in the 
Ladies’ Study Class.  Bob has served as one of our 
Sunday School teachers, supply preacher in the pastor’s 
absence, and as an assistant on Communion Sundays.  
We will miss them!  
 

Sermons for November 
 

Nov.   1 “Angels Unawares” based on Genesis 18:1-8 
Nov.   8 “Dancing David” based on 2 Samuel 6:12-21 
Nov. 15 “Ezra’s Task” based on Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,  
                    8-12 
Nov. 22 “For Such a Time as This” based on Esther  
                 3:12-13; 4:5-17; 5-17; 5:1-2  
Nov. 29 “When Moses Cried ;Enough’ “ based on  
                 Exodus 35:20-29; 36:2-7 
 

 

Prayer Focuses for November 
Nov.  4 Our youth Program 
Nov. 11 Our Military Veterans 
Nov. 18 Our Evangelism Program 
 

Join us for prayer each Wednesday evening at 6:30 in the 
Mary Lotsey classroom. 

Pastor’s Column:  “Be a Volunteer” 
When the princes in Israel take the lead, when the 
people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!  
(Judg. 5:2 NIV) 
 

I don’t guess that the call to come 
and serve is any easier today than 
it was over 3100 years ago, when, 
according to the best scholarly 
estimates, those ancient words 
were first spoken.  A little 



background:  Jabin, king of the Canaanites, was 
oppressing the Israelite tribes with his cruel army.  For 
twenty years they groaned under his violence and 
exploitation.  And then the Lord spoke to Deborah the 
prophetess, who called Barak, God’s choice to serve as 
general, to call for volunteers to fight against the 
Canaanites.  Now some of the tribes did not heed the 
call.  But many came from the central and northern 
tribes--10,000 of them in all--and together they won a 
great victory over their oppressors (prose account in 
Judg. 4; poetic account in Judg. 5).  They were 
volunteers-- all of them.  Judges 5:2 is Deborah’s and 
Barak’s acclamation of praise to God for the voluntary 
service of the Israelites.  
 

 In so many situations of life, it is the work of 
those who serve freely and without pay that makes the 
difference.  I think of the huge ministry responsibilities 
of a church the size of Bethany.  The accumulated tasks 
before us are many and important.  There are teaching 
needs, music needs, financial responsibilities, property 
care needs, children’s and youth ministry needs, mission 
needs, congregational care needs, worship needs, and 
technological needs.  Even if our paid staff—myself, 
Frances, Sandy, Sondra, Kris, Rudy, Teresa, and 
Freddy—worked every waking hour doing the work of 
Bethany church, we couldn’t come close to doing it all.  
Have you ever thought what would happen if every 
unpaid worker at Bethany went on strike and left the 
workload to the paid staff?  The results would be 
disastrous!  The fact is, barring a huge financial 
windfall, a considerable chunk of the work of the church 
must be done by volunteers. 
 
 Did you know that many of the tasks at Bethany 
require no formal training or special expertise, just the 
willingness to serve?  Many of our ministries simply 
need a person to volunteer to donate some of his or her 
time to the Lord’s work.  Now not everyone can donate 
three or more hours of time per week to the church.  But 
many of us could donate an hour or two a month.  Which 
of us could not donate an hour or two per month?   And, 
believe it or not, some tasks at church can be 
accomplished with just that small an expenditure of 
time, especially if others also donate an hour or two per 
month. 
 

My friends, we have a continuing need for 
persons to be volunteers in ministry at Bethany Church.  
I pray that the words of this old gospel hymn may speak 
to some of your hearts today: 

 

“A volunteer for Jesus, a soldier true! 
Others have enlisted--why not you? 
Jesus is the Captain--we will never fear. 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer?” 

 

A servant of Christ, 
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