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THE BETHANY BANNER 
November, 2008 

 

Bethany’s 2008 Bazaar News 
 

The Bethany Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 8 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m. in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall and the Education Building.  Our 
Friday night delicious Candlelight Preview dinner will be served from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. and provide an opportunity to wander through all the shops at your 
leisure.  This popular event always sells out early so be sure to purchase your 
tickets early from Jean Heywood (642-2333).  Tickets are now available at the 
same price of $15.00 each.  This year’s menu consists of an appetizer of cheese 
and crackers, pineapple/cranberry congealed salad, California blend vegetables, 
parsley potatoes, beef and sage pepper chicken, homemade rolls, tea or coffee to 
drink and chocolate cake with eggnog sauce for dessert.  The United Methodist 
Men will prepare lunch on Saturday.  The proceeds from lunch sales will also 
support our mission outreach. 

 

The Bethany Bazaar is a church wide event that focuses on teamwork, fellowship and a sense of accomplishment as we 
work together for a common goal.  No other single event at Bethany matches this outpouring of Christian love.  It 
provides monetary support for so many worthy organizations.  All profits from the bazaar are donated to mission-
oriented organizations to help finance their rewarding work.  The last eleven bazaars have raised over $160,000.  This 
is truly a unique way to share God’s love and be disciples for Jesus Christ in our local communities and throughout the 
world.  Last bazaar’s financial recipients were Clara Biswas (our church supported missionary), Save the Cambodian 
Children, Day Break Center (Agency on Aging), Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic, Red Bird Mission, Henderson 
Settlement, Henry  Fork Community Center, Portsmouth Wesley Center, Boy’s and Girl’s Club of Gloucester, 
Salvation Army, Gloucester Housing Partnership, Camp Rainbow Connection, Gloucester/Mathews Free Clinic, Heart 
Haven, Society of St. Andrew, Abingdon Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, Jeremiah Project, St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church Weekend Meals, Rappahannock District Youth Choir (RDYC), Agency on Aging Meals on Wheels, 
Laurel Shelter, Cub Scout Pack 113, Three Rivers Healthy Families, Helping Hands Ministry, Esther Thompson 
Cottage and Christina Perkins. 
  

Soon, someone will contact you requesting donations of cakes, cookies, pies, breads, jams, jellies and canned goods 
for the Country Kitchen Shop.  Please wrap baked goods securely in plastic wrap or ziplock bags and use non-
returnable containers.  The Basket Shop will also be requesting your help by making a theme basket for their room.  
We have a few baskets available to be filled with goodies.  The Yarn shop is anticipating a room filled with handmade 
afghans, hats, scarves, mittens, sweaters and booties that have been knitted or crocheted by loving hands. 
 

Please come to the bazaar on November 8 to buy that unusual Christmas gift or a last minute hostess gift.  Enjoy 
browsing through the ETC Shop, Quilt Shop, Wood Shop, Boutique Shop, Ornament Shop, Theme Basket Shop, 
Country Kitchen and Bake Shop, Wreath Shop, Yarn Shop, and the Art Gallery.  We will have something for 
everyone.   
 

We are requesting support for this enormous undertaking through your time, talents, and prayers to make Bethany’s 
Bazaar a success once again. 
 

Bazaar Co-chairmen, Jeannie Harrell (642-2498) and Janet Chapin (642-6822).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
1860 Hayes Road 
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Gloucester Point, VA 23062 
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Children and Youth  
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For all ages 
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Rehearsals for kindergartners through fifth graders are in 
high gear.  We will continue on November 9th and 23rd 
immediately following the 11:00 am Worship Service.  
Come join us in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall for a 
light lunch and sing some fa-la-la-la-las 'till about 1:45!   
                

~Miss Sandy, Miss Kris and Miss Suzanne 
 
 

Bible Buddies 
Bible Buddies will be meeting November 2nd/6th from 
6:00-7:30 p.m.  On November 2nd   we will continue 
working on our craft projects to sell at the Church Bazaar.  
On November 16th we will be assisting with a 
Thanksgiving project.  So please bring your Bible and a 
friend, and we’ll see you then!  Miss Kris and Miss Jane 

 
 

Youth News! 
Saturday, November 1st- Children and Youth Fall 
Festival! Come out and join the fun with family and 
friends. Youth and Adult Volunteers Needed for this 
exciting event. Please contact Sondra for details at 804-
642-0467 or sdc001@cox.net. 
 

          There will be no Bible Study or MYF on 
Sunday, November 2nd 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks~~ 
A special thank you to Sue Morecock, Loren Paiva, and 
Marcia Hargis for blessing Bethany's youth with delicious 
meals on Sunday evenings in October. Your kindness is  
truly appreciated! 
 
A huge thank you to everyone that supported the Youth 
Car Wash in October! The youth raised a total of $988.00 
due to your support and very generous donations. I also 
want to thank all the youth and adults that gave up their 
beautiful Saturday to wash many cars! All proceeds will 
help pay for the Middle and Teen District Retreats.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make plans to join us on Sunday, November 9th, 16th, 
and 30th for an exciting evening of learning, food, and 
fellowship.  Begin with Youth Bible Study from 5:00 pm 
until 6:00 pm, followed by a delicious dinner and great 
fellowship with your friends.  The fun and fellowship 
continues from 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm with UMYF!  Hope 
to see you there!  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
District Youth Retreat 
District Youth Retreat will be held Friday, November 21st 
through Sunday November 23rd. Join your friends for a 
weekend of worship, fellowship, and fun! This exciting 
camp is open to Youth in 9th - 12th grades. Please contact 
Sondra for further details.  
 
Due to Youth Retreat, Bible Study or UMYF 

will not be held on Sunday, November 23rd. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chrismon Tree Decorating 
Please join us for the annual Chrismon Tree 
Decorating Party Saturday, November 29th at 10:00 
AM 
 

We invite preschool children through young adults to join 
us in the sanctuary while we erect our beautiful tree and 
enjoy songs of the season.  Light breakfast fare will also  
 
be served.  Come enjoy a true Bethany holiday tradition!! 
~Kris Kent, Janet Chapin and Sondra Colbert~ 
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For over 10 years the Langley Winds have been inspiring 
audiences and enhancing Air Force esprit-de-corps with 
superb artistry in abroad range of musical performances.  
Under the leadership of hornist MSgt. Robert Novak the 
ensemble performs classical recitals, college master 
classes, school assemblies, and official military functions.  
Members have performed with the Virginia Symphony, 
Aspen Music Festival Orchestra, West Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra, and Central Ohio Symphony 
Ochestra.  Comprised of flute, oboe, clarinet, horn and 
bassoon, the quintet adds a touch of class to any event.  
 

A reception will be held in the Warren Belvin Fellowship 
Hall following the concert. 
  

Admission to the concert is free, but donations are 
welcomed and will benefit the George Nelson Concert 
Series 
  
Women’s Bible Study 
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives. We are beginning a new Women of Faith 
study called Understanding Purpose.  
This book asks the question; “What 
is God’s purpose for me as a 
woman?”  Come and join us as we 
together seek to find an answer to 
this question.   We meet in the Faith 
Classroom on Monday evenings 
from 7-8:30pm 

Men’s Bible Study 
We are currently studying the book of Acts.  Come and 
join us for fellowship and study!  We always have room 
for more men.  We meet on Monday’s from 7-8:30 pm in 
the Journey Classroom.    

 
Focused Prayer in November 
You are invited to join us for a time of focused 
intercessory prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Mary Lotsey classroom.  Each evening has a different 
prayer focus: 
 

November   5  “Our New President” 
November 12  “Our Military Veterans” 
November 15  “Bible Distribution” 
 
Sermons for November 
November   2 “The Road to Sainthood”  
                         based on Matthew 5:1-12 
November   9 “People, Get Ready”  



                         based on Matthew 25:1-13 
November 16 “Risky Business”  
                         based on Matthew 25: 14-30 
November 23 “The Sheep and the Goats”  
                         based on Matthew 25:31-46 
November 30 “Making It to the End”  
                         based on I Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
 
Book Corner 
Beautiful Boy: A father’s journey through his son’s 
addiction by David Sheff 
This book is written from a father’s perspective.  Sheff 
chronicles his son's downward spiral into addiction and 
the impact on him and his family.  This is a brutally 
honest and painful story that also brings hope to all who 
have or are experiencing addiction.   
 

Getting Rid of the Gorilla: Confessions of the struggle to 
forgive by Brian Jones 
Living with an unforgiving heart is like living with a 
gorilla.  Find hope and strength for finally getting rid of 
the gorilla!  
 

Too Busy Not to Pray: Slowing down to be with God by 
Bill Hybels 
True prayer--prayer that changes us and allows us to 
participate in God's work in the world--can't happen on the 
fly.  Hybels shows us what happens when we slow down, 
get to know our Eternal God and make prayer a priority in 
our lives.   
 

All I Have to Give by Melody Carlson 
Anna and Michael try to give each other the perfect 
Christmas gift.  What each of them unwraps for Christmas 
will surprise you! 
 
 
Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight or 
Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30 for one of 
our Bethany Reunion Groups.  We are brothers and sisters 
in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week and see 
how our spiritual journey is going.  
 
We need you! So…Be on the lookout…we have 
two new ministries starting in January! 
 
We would like to bring comfort, prayer and joy to the 
sick, needy and the newly born in our congregation.  We 
are in the planning stages for a prayer shawl and a lap 
quilt ministry at Bethany.  This is so exciting!  So, if you 
crochet, knit, sew, don’t sew, tie knots, like to pray for 
others and enjoy Christian fellowship these ministries are 
for you!  No experience in necessary.  There will be more 

information in up-coming Banners so BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT!  If you’d like to help start this ministry 
please call or email Dolores Breen; 642-0933 
doeann7481@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everything Free Day 
The Women’s Study Class of 
Bethany Sunday School will be 
having a “Give Everything 
Away”day on November 22, 2008 
from 8:00-12:00 noon at Archie 
and Loretta Leigh’s home at 2206 
Hayes Road, Hayes, VA. – rain or 
shine! Everything is free so tell 
you friends and plan to come.   

 
 
Last Call for  Advocate 
Subscription/Renewal  
Get the Virginia Advocate and be an informed United 
Methodist! 

�  See firsthand who benefits from your donations of 
time and money through missions. 

�  Stay informed with up-to-date information on 
current issues affecting Virginia United 
Methodists. 

�  Gain new and exciting ideas 
for your church from others’ 
experiences through the Local 
church section. 

�  Discover how God’s vision is being shared every 
day through insightful, and sometimes humorous, 
commentary and reflections 

 
Subscribe for 2 or 3 years and SAVE! Cost of a 
subscription is only $15.00 a year or $25 for two years. 
 
Call the church office and let us know of your decision. 
We will be sending in our list this month, so if you have 
not renewed/subscribed please do so by November 16.   
 
 



Religions of the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come out the first Thursday in November and begin 
another journey with us on learning about the religions of 
the world.  Listen to someone from the Muslim Faith and 
have your questions answered from someone who knows.   

 
Date: November 6, 2008 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 

 
 
 

Sympathy Extended 
Bethany extends its deepest condolences to Marcia Hargis 
on the death of her husband, Dr. Bill Hargis, on October 
17.  Bill was the long-time director of the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science.  Bill and Marcia joined 
Bethany UMC in 2002.   

 
 

 
 
 

Bethany Remembers Its Deceased 
Bethany is celebrating All Saints Day on Sunday, 
November 2, during our two morning worship services.  
At each service the names of Bethany members who have 
died within the last twelve months will be read, while the 
congregation rises for a moment of silent prayer.  
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints” (Psalm 116:15). 
 
 
Beautiful Restrooms 
Have you seen the recently renovated Men’s and 
Women’s restrooms at Bethany?  Thanks to money from a 
generous bequest from the estate of Lois Smith, the two 
restrooms have undergone a welcome facelift.  Fresh paint 
and new vinyl floors have made a world of difference!  
Thanks to Marion Dixon for heading up this project.   
 
 

Looking for VIP’s 
The prayer ministry of Bethany UMC is diligently looking 
for VIP’s (Volunteers in Prayer) who would be willing to 
commit themselves to the ministry of prayer at Bethany 
UMC.  There is nothing more important to the spiritual 
health of a church than people committed to diligent 
prayer for the church, the community, and the world.   A 
Volunteer-in-Prayer commits to participating in one or 
more of the prayer settings of our church.  Here are 
several of the prayer opportunities Bethany offers:  
  

Before the early service (8:25 a.m. Sundays in the  
Mary Lotsey classroom)  
 
Before the second service (10:55 a.m. Sundays in 
 the Mary Lotsey classroom)  
 
Focused Prayer (6:30 – 6:55 p.m. Wednesdays in 
the Mary Lotsey classroom) 
 

The Main Event (9:00 – 9:30 a.m. 
Thursdays in the church sanctuary).   
 
An opportunity to sign up to be a 
VIP will be offered during the 
worship services on the first three 
Sundays of November.  Please direct 
your questions to Pastor Steve (642-
2110) or to our Prayer Coordinator, 

Loretta Leigh (642-2734). 
 
 
 

Pastor Steve to Preach at Thanksgiving 
Service 
On Thanksgiving Eve, Bethany Church participates in a 
community Thanksgiving Eve service with two other 
United Methodist churches, Susanna Wesley and 
Bethlehem.  This year’s service will be held at Susanna 
Wesley UMC (3900 George Washington Memorial 
Highway) at Ordinary.  Pastor Steve will bring the 
message, and music personnel from Bethlehem UMC will 
provide the special music.  It’s Thanksgiving--please don’t 
forget to thank HIM!  The one-hour service will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 26, at 7:00 p.m.     
 

 
 

Pastor’s Column:  “The Ambiguity of 
Clapping in Church” 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud 
songs of joy.  For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a 
great king over all the earth (Psalm 47:1-2). 



 
The occasion for this 

psalm must have been a joyous 
religious celebration--with 
singing, shouting, the blowing 
of the ram’s horn, and the 
repetitive phrases of the psalm 
building upon one another in 
excitement:  Sing praises to 

God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a 
psalm (Ps. 47:6-7).  Did I mention the clapping of hands?  
Most certainly handclapping was a part of ancient Israel’s 
vibrant worship to praise God for his greatness and to 
thank God for his victory. 
 

Now consider worship practices today.  On the 
one hand, there are Christian churches where 
handclapping is considered a strict taboo—you would 
never hear clapping in such a church.  Such a disruptive 
display would be regarded as irreverent and inappropriate 
to the dignity of the worship service.  But, on the other 
hand, there are other churches where handclapping is 
commonplace in the service.  In some churches when 
people are moved by a sentence in the pastor’s sermon, 
they interrupt it with applause!  In other churches every 
musical effort is met with the applause of the 
congregation.  Every cheery announcement receives a 
handclap.  Churches truly diverge in this matter of 
applause during the worship service! 
 
 

Now I am not one who believes that handclapping 
in church is a cardinal sin.  But I do confess that I see 
some ambiguities when it comes to clapping in church.  
My primary concern is that handclapping during worship 
tends to direct the focus away from God to the individual.  
In our culture applause is the accepted way that we show 
our approval of an individual’s performance.  But at its 
foundation, worship is not a performance before an 
audience—it is an offering to God.  The music and the 
message are meant to honor God.  When we applaud what 
happens in a worship service we tend to divert the praise 
away from God and onto an individual, because that is the 
way our culture programs us to think.  (Explicitly showing 
appreciation to a person during a service is a different 
matter.) 

 
 

The second reservation that I have about applause 
during the service is that it inevitably expands from a 
spontaneous expression of emotion to a social obligation.  
Think about it.  One Sunday the choir anthem is so 
moving that the entire congregation breaks into applause.  
The next Sunday and the next the very same thing 
happens.  The fourth Sunday the anthem is not quite so 
stirring, but some sensitive person in the congregation 

notes that the previous three Sundays appreciation was 
shown to the choir and that today no one is clapping.  So 
she initiates applause, and others in the congregation 
politely join in.   Give it a few months, and the habit is 
firmly established.  And the original spontaneity has been 
lost! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Years ago when Christians were moved during 
worship they would say “amen” or “hallelujah” or “praise 
the Lord” or “thank you, Jesus”.  These expressions may 
or may not work for us today, but I invite your creative 
thinking!   

Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 

Consecration Sunday Wrap-Up 
Financial Secretary Bernard Robins reports that, as a 
result of the efforts of Consecration Sunday, 129 
individuals or family units completed estimate of giving 
cards to support the Bethany church budget in 2009.  The 
total sum committed on those 129 cards equals 
$287,809.44!   We are most appreciative of these 
individual who subscribe approximately 82% of our 
church budget.  The remaining 18% of the budget is 
funded by individuals who give faithfully but who do not 
choose to pledge, new members who join after 
Consecration Sunday, and by loose plate offerings.  Thanks to 
all for their faithfulness in giving to Christ and his 
Church! 
 

 
 
Neighborhood Visitation Scheduled 
Bethany’s Evangelism Committee invites interested 
persons to join them as they visit door-to-door the 
apartments along Bray Road in Hayes.  We will visit in 
teams of two’s, bringing with us a friendly welcome to 
Bethany, a brochure about our church, and an inquiry 
about how the church may minister to them.  When there 
is no answer at the door, we leave an attractive doorhanger 
that gives the church’s name, contact information, and 
worship times.  We will visit at 9:45 a.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 15.  If you would like to join us, please contact 

Evangelism co-chairperson Jane 
Niethamer at 757-273-1613. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Don’t Forget to Turn Your Clocks Back! 
Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 2.  
Enjoy your extra hour of sleep! 
 

Bethany Welcomes New Members 
Bethany has been blessed to receive ten new members into 
the church family during the month of October.  Gloria 

Atwell moved her 
membership to Bethany 
from Bellamy UMC.  
The mother of three 
grown children and five 
grandchildren, she is a 
secretary at the MPNN 
Counseling Center in 
Gloucester.  She resides 
at 7239 Deer Run Dr. in 

Gloucester (694-0722).  Alliyson Germek joined Bethany 
by Profession of Faith.  Alliyson is a bookkeeper/cashier 
at Farm Fresh in Grafton, as well as serving as the nursery 
attendant at Bethany.  She resides with her parents, 
Marsha and Robert Miller, at 1794 Gloucester Rd  in 
Gloucester Point (642-9352).  Jack Kaylor, a long-time 
attender at Bethany, is joining by Profession of Faith.  
Jack is a retired engineer from NASA.  Jack is the wife of 
choir member Mary Kaylor, and the two of them live at 
8735 Zack Rd. in Hayes (642-5901).  Rick Koenig is 
becoming an affiliate member of Bethany, retaining his 
full membership at Bellamy UMC.  Rick is the fiancé of 
Gloria Atwell and works as sales manager at Ollie’s 
Bargain Outlet in Gloucester.  His phone number is 757-
647-1807.  Phil and Alice McGee transferred their 
membership to Bethany from Yorkminster Presbyterian 
Church in Yorktown.  The McGees live at 1636 York 
River Drive in Gloucester Point (642-3302).  Phil is a 

retired engineer with the U.S. Atomic Energy Department.  
The McGees are blessed with six children, eight 
grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren.  Jeannie 
Meisner joined Bethany by Profession of Faith.  Jeannie 
works part-time at the Children’s Hospital of King’s 
Daughters Thrift Store in Hayes.  The mother of two 
grown sons and three grandchildren, she resides at 2710 
Carmines island Road in Hayes (642-3855).  George Neal 
transferred his membership to Bethany from First UMC 
Fox Hill in Hampton.  George is a federal bankruptcy 
trustee, an independent contractor of the Department of 
Justice.  He resides at 2102 Soundings Crescent Ct. in 
Suffolk (757-484-9242).  Cyndi Rhoades is reaffirming 
her membership vows at Bethany.  The former Cynthia 
Cothern, she grew up in Bethany Church and was 
confirmed here.  Cyndi is a rural mail carrier working out 
of the Hayes Post Office.  She and her family live at 205 
Duck Point Lane in Hayes (642-5445).  She and her 
husband, John, have three children:  Robert (14), Stacey 
(13), and Sabastian (6).  Adam and Catherine White are 
transferring their membership from First UMC in Church 
Hill, Tennessee.  Adam is self-employed as a farrier, and 
Catherine is a nurse in the U.S. Air Force at Langley Air 
Force Base.  They have a six-month-old son named 
Cooper.  The Whites live at 1954 Village Drive in Hayes 
(423-963-0561). 
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Five Keys to Effective Evangelism 

1. Pray for someone you know who is not an 
active Christian. 

2. Build a relationship with this person because 
you care about them. 

3. Know your own story of why you believe and 
what Christ means to you. 

4. Share your story when the moment is 
appropriate. 

5. Your faith will grow when you share it! 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: 
 

To know the love of God personally  
through Jesus Christ, 

To share the love of God through fellowship  
as a congregation, 

To spread the love of God throughout  
our community and the world. 
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Thought for the Day 
God gave you a gift of twenty-four hours today.   
Will you use one minute to thank Him? 
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~~Author Unknown.~~�


