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Rev. Young Announces His Retirement

Rev. Steve Young has announced that he will rétma active service

FA E\X/El_l_ as an itinerating elder (i.e. full-time pastor unttee bishop’s appointment) at

the end of June 2010. Although his retirement lallmade official at Annual

o Conference on June 15, Pastor Steve will contirastopal duties at Bethany

@fﬂ/‘ through June 27, including preaching on June 20Jane 27. Bethany's new

pastor will arrive in Gloucester Point on Wednesdayne 30, and will preach

his first sermon on July 4. (The bishop has agketl the name of the new
pastor not be announced until May 23.)

i % Rev. Young entered the United Methodist ministrylBv4, when he

was ordained a deacon in the North Carolina Contere In 1976, when he

was ordained an elder, he became a full membenatfdonference; in 1991
he transferred to the Virginia Annual Conferend@ver his ministerial career, Pastor Steve has degught
different appointments, three in North Carolina &wmd in Virginia. Charges he has served includslgrade-
Tabernacle (Maysville, NC) 1974-78, Gardners (Raydte, NC) 1978-83, Pine Valley (Jacksonville, NC
1983-87, Lakeside associate (Richmond) 1991-93ad$iGrove-Olivet (Spotsylvania) 1993-97, Aldersgate
associate (Alexandria) 1997-2001, Franktown (Frawk) 2001-2005, and Bethany 2005-2010. From 1987
through 1991 he was appointed as a full-time stuhethhe doctoral program at Union Theological Seany in
Virginia. For the near future, Pastor Steve ansk8uwwill reside in Alexandria, Virginia.
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Our Mission

STATEMENT

To know the love of God personally through Jesuss€h
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our commuanity the world.

For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heavéiccl. 3:1).

In the “News from Lake Wobegon” on the April
10" edition of the Prairie Home Companion,
p Garrison Keillor told of

FRESH

Pastor Ingqvist's leaving
the Lutheran Church in
Lake Wobegon after
having served there for
thirty years. Leaving was
so emotional for the good
pastor that he broke the
news very tersely to his
church board. Because
Pastor Inggvist said so
little, speculatlon abounded as to the real redson
his departure. Some thought it was alcohol; othe
thought that he’d gotten mixed up with some
barmaid; and still others thought that he must b
suffering from severe depression.

Undoubtedly, there will be some perplexity abou
my announcement of retirement from the ministry
Yes, | could continue to serve longer—the
mandatory retirement age for a pastor in The Unite
Methodist Church is 72. And yes, full retirement
age in The United Methodist Church is 65, and
will be taking an actuarially reduced pension by
retiring this summer. (I will turn 62 in August).

Why would | choose to take early retirement? Well
| was doing some research on the average i
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expectancy in the United States, and | discoverg

that for a man of my age the average life expegtanc
is twenty more years, or to the age of 81. Now |
may beat the odds and end up living a lot longer
than that, or I may in fact die sooner, but if Irevéo
keep to the statistical average, it would mean khat
have at this point lived 75% of my life and havstju
25% of my life left to live!

And there are a lot of things that | want to dodoef

| die: move to the mountains, ride the train more
often, see more of the world, recover my
competence in playing the organ, write the lyrizs t

a new hymn, do some historical research, complete
my family’s genealogy, compile my best sermons,
redouble my exercise program, run a 5K race, go on
some bike rides, work up to ten chin-ups, attend a
concert on Saturday night, watch an Eagles game
from start to finish, learn how to bake French brea
make gazpacho, grow tulips, snuggle more with
Susan, visit my mom on holidays, reconnect with
college and seminary buddies, worship in a pew,
and do some work of peace in the world. | guess |
better beat the statistical odds to have any chahce

doing all those things! ﬁ ﬁ
Ueel our

GRADUATES

The ministry has been a wonderful career for nte. |
has brought me loads of blessings. As a matter of
fact, one survey showed that pastors as a whole are
more content with their work than people in any
other profession! But the ministry allows precious
little free time to do non-ministry-related things.
There simply isn’t enough free time left in most




days for me to begin to tackle all or even most df
my goals. So while I'm still relatively young, é¢él
the longing to set aside some quality time, thedLor
willing, to try to accomplish some of these goals.

| hope these comments make my retirement
decision a little more understandable.

Children’s Library Project Begins

The Administrative Board approved the proposal t
turn the present children’s video room into a first
class children’s media center. The proposal was
developed by the Children’s Library Task Force
with chairperson, Dolores Breen, and members Kr
Kent, Jean Heywood, and Ann LeMay. The projed
will be funded by a gift from the Memorials
Committee with the balance coming from the Lois
Smith bequest. The project will include freshly
painted walls, brighter ceiling lights, custom buil
bookcases, a wall-mounted flat screen TV, a
colorful area rug, rectangular wall seating with
pillow backs, a new window curtain, wall posters
and new Christian children’s books and DVD's.
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Youth Room Renovation Complete

Thanks to foresight and dedication of UMYF
President, Michael Sage, Bethany has a newly
renovated youth classroom. As part of his senior
project at Gloucester High School, Michael chose to
make some major improvements to the youth room.
Michael and youth leader, Sondra Colbert, appeared
before the Board of Trustees to present thejr
proposal and, with a few suggested alterations, the
project was approved. The project included
repainted walls, a lighthouse mural, new drapes and
pillows, a large screen TV, a table and four chairs
pictures on the walls, and decorative artificia
plants. The new additions were preceded by
major cleanout of unnecessary items that ha
accumulated in the room over several years. C
Sunday, April 18, the room was blessed by th
pastor and opened again for use. Money for th
project was raised through a potato bar and als

through funds in the church maintenance fund
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High School Seniors Recognized on May
23

Graduating high school seniors will be recognized
on Sunday, May 23, with a brief reception

following the second service. Please let Sondra
Colbert or the church office know of any Bethany

youth who are graduating from high school!

E-Banner Subscriptions Encouraged
Bethany’s Church and
Society Committee is
encouraging as many
members as possible
to choose to receive
their Bethany Banner
by e-mail rather than
by the Post Office.
Receiving theBanner by e-mail saves the church
paper expense, postage expense, and the time it
takes to fold, sort, and address the newsletter.
Receiving theBanner by e-mail eliminates any
postal delay (you will always get tiBanner by the
first of the month) and gives you a full-color
edition. On Sunday, May 16 and May 23, there will
be an insert in the bulletin for worshipers to tse
indicate that they would still like to receive thei
Banner in hard copy by snail mail. Individuals for
whom we have no e-mail address and those who
choose to opt out of the-Banner will continue to
receive their newsletter by U.S. Postal Service.
Thank you for helping Bethany UMC become more
green!

Trustees Approve New Landscaping
Bethany’'s Board of Trustees has authorized the
landscaping of the front of the church’s educationa
wing. Planned and implemented by Chandler
Landscaping, the project included the tasteful
planting of 12 needlepoint hollies, 12 knockout red
roses, and 13 Indian hawthorns. We appreciate this
gift of beauty to our church’s exterior.

Annual Conference Offering on May 23

A special offering

will be received at

Bethany on Sunday,
May 23, to support

three mission causes
selected by Bishop
Kammerer. One-

third of the offering
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will benefit the Shade and Fresh Water Project is
national network of centers developed by the Braz
Methodist Church to keep children off the street
and away from gangs and drugs. This year’
offering will help fund curriculum and teacher
training materials at the centers. One-third @& th
offering will help pay for education and trainingy f

Sunday School teachers, lagreachers, and

pastors in the Unitedviethodist Church in

Mozambique. One-third of the offering will benefit
Grace Ministries, a community outreach program g
the Arlington District in Virginia. Grace Minisgs

provides emergency food, clothing, househol
items, health care information, English languag
training, and job training for low-income
immigrants in northern Virginia. The Annual
Conference Offering will be taken to Norfolk on
June 13 to be combined with the offerings from
churches throughout the Virginia Conference.

May Sermons
May 2: Rev. Joe Carson, Rappahannock D.S.,

preaching at both services
Message: “What Will Change?”

based on John 14:25-27

May 9. Mother’'s Day and Youth Sunday
May 16: Message: “That We Might Be One”
based on John 17:20-26
Pentecost and Heritage Sunday
Message: “John Wesley and the Holy
Spirit” based on Romans 8:14-17
Peace with Justice Sunday and Memorial
Day
Message: “Great Privilege, Great
Responsibility” based on Psalm 8

May 23:

May 30:

May Prayer Focuses

May 5 *“Our Nation”
May 12: “Families under Stress”
May 19: “Persons in their Twilight Years”
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May 26: “Casualties of War”

You are invited to join us between 7:00 and 7:30
p.m. each Wednesday evening in the Mary Lotsey
classroom, as we lift up these prayer focuses.

TEDDY BEAR BRIGADE

We did it! We exceeded our goal of 500. | hope
you were at church and got to see our assortment of
stuffed animals. It was quite an amazing sighe W
collected 667 animals and we appreciate everyone's
help on this project. The bears will go to themnai
distribution point in Lynchburg and will be shipped
all over the world. The Friendship Class thanks
each of you.

THANKS To our Youth

Thanks to our youth for providing the food and
manpower to prepare meals for our shut-ins in
April. They cooked hamburgers, pasta salad, baked
beans and brownies and helped deliver them to 22
shut-ins. Those helping included Laura, Bobby and
Ashleigh Polk, Theresa and Bridget Polk, Emily
and Diane White, Joel Kidd, Jordan Cluts,
Cheyenne Taylor, Charlotte

Cecil, Donna and Mike

Andersen, Ellen Leigh and

Judy and Al Burner. The

Homebound Ministries

Committee thanks these

individuals.

United Methodist Men

Bethany United Methodist Men will observe
Father/Son/Daughter/Friend night on Ma)?‘ZS
Supper will begin at 6:30 p.m. and a program
(TBD) will follow. Please join us for our last
meeting until the fall.



Church and society Committee

Environmental Tip #10

April 23" was Earth Day and
April 30" was Arbor Day. If
you set a goal to do more this
year to be a good steward of
the environment or if these
dates slipped by you, here is
another opportunity to help our
planet. Planting trees is a great way to imprdwe t
health of our environment. We live in a flood prone
area and tree roots help protect the soil fron
erosion. Trees and shrubs also take in carbq
dioxide and give off oxygen in the process o
photosynthesis. Tree roots absorb huge amounts
rain water and run off and on a warm dry day
mature oak or other large tree will lose hundrefds ¢
gallons of water through transpiration (evaporatio
from the leaves). These processes help stabili
ground water and the soil while putting neede
water vapor back into the air. In dry areas pine
stabilize the soil without consuming as much watg
since much less water evaporates from the
needles.

Planting a small tree and observing its growth is
great way for a child to gain appreciation for matu

Selecting and planting trees and shrubs in youtt ya
can be a family project that will add value to you
property. To hold down costs, many shrubs liké

forsythia and crepe myrtles can be rooted in wate

from cuttings. Planting a tree can also be a gre
way to honor or remember someone.

The Arbor Day Foundation, for a donation will

plant a tree in a National Forest in honor of

someone for you and supply you with a beautify
card to send the honoree. What a great way
celebrate a friend’s special occasion and provid
habitat for wildlife The web site for this is
arborday.org/giveatree.

XYZ Day Trip

WHEN: May 19, 2010

TIME: leave Bethany at 8:45 am return 1:45 pm
WHERE TO: St. Peter’'s Church, New Kent County
Following our tour of St. Peter's Church, we will
have lunch at Nick’s Spaghetti and Steak House in
Shackelford.
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MYF Calendar

May 1st, 2010

Event: Old 17 road clean-up

Who: Middle and High School Youth
Meet: Bethany Church

Time: 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.

May 2nd, 2010

Event: District Kickball Tournament
Who: Middle and High School Youth
Meet: Bethany Church

Time: 12:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Bring: Money for lunch at Taco Bell/KFC,
tennis shoes (wear them)

May 9th Youth in Charge of both services!

May 16th Youth Council meeting following
11:00 service.

May 23rd- 2010 Graduate Recognition
following 11:00 service.

May 23rd- 1:00p.m. to 3:00p.m.- Junior and
Senior High Outdoor activities/picnic
following recognition ceremony

May 30th - Junior and Senior High
MYF/Potluck. Please see food sign up
sheet for details.

MYF will not meet on May 9th due to
Mother's Dayor May 16th due to Youth
Council Meeting.

July 25-30, 2010
Helping Hands
Who: Middle and High School
Place: Gloucester
Time: Meet at the church at 4:15 p.m. on Sunday
7/25/10.
Cost: 125.00 per person. Each participate will have
to pay $25.00 to attend this mission opportunity.
Other: Packing List coming soon.
Permissions slips and $25.00 is dN@ LATER
than June 13"

VBS Planning Meeting
Come to our Vacation Bible School
Planning Meeting@n Thursday, May 27tht

X/
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7:00 pm in the Warren Belvin Fellowship
Hall. All Group Leaders, Jr. Leaders, Statid
Leaders and Helpers are asked to attend.




We will be getting our 6 week schedule set and
making sure we are ready for the children on July
19th!
See you there! Queen Veebeessa
642-6438

Bible Buddies for all third, fourth and fifth

graders, will meet after the 11:00 am Worship
Service on Sundaylay 2nd and 16th Please
bring a change of clothes for outdoor games, your
Bible and a buddy if you'd like!

We look forward to seeing you then!!

Teachers Needed!
K thru 5 Sunday School teachers needed!
All it takes is an hour a week, a kind Christianilsm
and the willingness to be appreciated by up to 10
children at a time.
Fun and exciting curriculum is provided.
All we’re lacking is YOU!!
Please contact Kris Kent at 642-6438 for more
information.



