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An Interview with Dr. Rudy Shackelford

Rudy celebrated his 65th birthday on April 18.

What were some of the early experiences and infloes that shaped your
musical destiny?

In the decade between 1961, my junior year at @stec High, and 1971, the
end of formal education, there were three encosrbtat had a decisive impact on my
future both as a musician and a person.

The first was a recital by the world-renowned Bafgorganist Flor Peeters at
Trinity Methodist Church in Newport News. | hagjlegun studying organ there and
was awestruck by his apparently effortless commainthe instrument. Even more
impressive was the performance of his own composstiliving proof that the creative
spirit could dwell harmoniously in the same bodyhaa brilliant interpreter! Here was
the model | would strive to emulate the rest of lifg; but for the moment | felt too
intimidated by Peeters’ example to continue my leelttempts at composing.

Although my creative bent resurfaced during fouaryef undergraduate study at Virginia Commonwealth
University it was not until | matriculated at thanitersity of lllinois that my talent was nurtureddamy skills were
honed under the tutelage of a professional compodering heard a recording of his monumeano Sonata
before arriving at Urbana-Champaign, | expected.Rémrdon Binkerd to be a man of formidable statarsl
personality. Yet his unpretentious and guilelesmelanor concealed an encyclopedic knowledge ngtadmhusic
but English literature and much else besides. rAjtaduation he opened many doors for me, haviaghblisher
Boosey & Hawkes issue two of my works and helpirggain admittance to Yaddo and the MacDowell Calony
those legendary artistic retreats inhabited by hames such as John Cheever and Leonard Bernstein.

While a student at lllinois | also made a cru@atramural contact with Luigi Dallapiccola, the dézg
Italian composer after World War Il. When my orgmanscription of his piano pieddusical Notebook for
Annaliberawas brought to his attention in a symposium atiidauth College, Dallapiccola welcomed my project
and eventually had it published by Edizioni Suvi@rboni of Milan, Italy. His letters to me, desxng in
meticulous detail the many revisions that wouldnieeessary prior to publication, contained the nvadtable
lessons in musical composition | ever received, ratiag as they did from the mind of a genius. Afte
Dallapiccola’s death in 1975, | was privileged odntrusted with the English translation of hisagsswhich were
published in London, in 1988, to critical acclaim.

How has your career as a composer developed ovetdht four decades?

The publications sponsored by Binkerd and Dallagiec brought my work to the notice of other puldich
and performers interested in new music. For thedecan Bicentennial celebrations in 1976, the Ursitg of
Hartford commissioned@he Wound-Dressean oratorio based on the Civil War poems andeafiaf Walt
Whitman. That was extremely well received, and Newk Philharmonic organist Leonard Raver, whoradtd
the premiere, featured some of my avant-gardeegié his concerts.

(Continued)



Major works have also been performed by the Anriag®fass Quintet, Trio Bariano, and Alard String
Quarter. The most consistent champion of my moger many years has been Karel Paukert, concexttdir of
the Cleveland Museum of Art, which in 1993 comnuoseid a trio for violin, cello, and fortepiano tded@ate is
75" anniversary.

Another anniversary, the 38@f Gloucester County, occasioned the creatioRmfhatan’s Daughtefor
trumpet and organ, unveiled at Bethany in 2001d Aot Bethany’s own 110and 128 milestones | contributed
the Trumpet Voluntaryand Charles WesleyDrganbook,respectively. Performing my own music in a Metisbd
church, as | heard Flor Peeters do so many yearshag brought me full circle — another of God'picois
blessings!

How important is “inspiration” in composing a new ark?

When asked to explain his success as an inverhomas Edison attributed one percent to inspiradiwch
99 percent to perspiration! Accounting for Isisccess as a composer, my hero Johann Sebastarnré&aied:
“Anyone with a modicum of talent who works as hasdl have will achieve similar results.” If diligee can keep
dementia at bay, | may yet invent something wodhyhose creative icons. Meanwhile, | hope to kBegthany
rocking every Sunday morning!



Mission Opportunity

/ The Bethany Missions Committee is
looking for 6 - 8 volunteers on
Wednesday, May 20, 2009, to help
repair and replace front and back
steps to a mobile home owned by an
elderly lady in the upper end of the
county. The project is sponsored by
the Gloucester Housing Partnership,
and tools and materials will be provided. We explee
job to take about 4 - 6 hours. We'll meet at therch at
9 am and take the church van to the site. Lundrbei
provided. This will be a fun and worthwhile prdjend
an opportunity for us to help and minister to aetesg
member of our community.

Questions? Call Kevin Kiley 642-6047.

Book Corner

Servant LeadershiBlanchard

Servant Leadership is modeled after Jesus Christ.
The four areas of servant leadership are: the hahds
heart, the head and habits.

This Flowing Toward Me: A Story of God Arriving in
Strangerdy Marilyn Lacey R.S. M.

As Americans, do we really know how fortunate and
wealthy we are? Journey with Sister Marilyn as sh
introduces us to some of the world’s refugees. SH
shares her spiritual journey with us while showing
how to ‘welcome a stranger’.

Take Oneby Karen Kingsbury

Filmakers Chase Ryan and Keith Ellison left thesiois
field of Indonesia for the mission field of Hollywd
with a dream that was bigger than both of them.e Th
impossible has been done: they have raised enou
money to produce a feature film with a message th
could change the world!

_______________________________________________

. Sermons for May

' May 3: “Love with Skin on It”

based on | John 3:14-18

i May 10: Mother’s Day/Confirmation
! “Finding the Way Home”

; based on Acts 8:26-39

i May 17: Bethany’s Emmaus group

i will lead the service

: May 24: Rev. Bob Justis will preach
: May 31: Pentecost

' “God Still Speaking” based on Johrl 2615

Prayer Focuses for May

May 6 Our nation

May 13 Strong Christian families
May 20 Those serving in the military
May 27 Adults in their twilight years

Stewardship Nugget

Here Is What We Think of You

Stewardship is not just a financial matter; it is a
spiritual matter. As someone suggested we shoulg
pray after we dedicate the offering during our
worship services, “Lord, no matter what we say or
do, here is what we think of you.” [Stewardship
Facts, National Council of Churches] I'm not sure
we would want to use that in morning worship next
week, but it states a profound truth.
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Church and Society Recycling Tips

The demand for used paper to recycle is often lod/ a
paper collected for recycling sometimes ends ughén
landfill for lack of a market. The processes ofking

and recycling paper uses dioxins and is not verthea
friendly. The recycling center is still the besage to
discard your paper products unless you find ways to
reuse them.

1. When putting down mulch in garden beds or
between garden rows first cover the area with
newspaper 3 or 4 sheets thick. It will help
control weeds, will retain moisture, will
eventually decompose, and is not difficult to
remove like the black rolls of material sold for
weed control.

Cut the tops off egg cartons, fill the bottom with
potting soil, and use for starting seedlings. Use
the top of the carton as a tray to catch water and
soil.

Women'’s Bible Study

We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word
for our lives. Come and join us as we grow in our
knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ. Vé&im

in the Faith Classroom on Monday evenings from308:
p.m.

Men’s Bible Study

We are currently studyinghe Sermon on the Mount.
Come and join us for fellowship and study! We afsva
have room for more men. You can join us
anytime...Don’t wait until we start another book! We
meet on Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Journey
Classroom.

Walk to Emmaus

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30
for our Bethany Reunion Group. We are brothers and
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about waek
and see how our spiritual journey is going.

Come out the first Thursday in May and continue our
journey on learning about the religions of the dorl
Pastor Karen Sandoval has agreed to share witheus t
History and Worship of “Native Americans”.

Date: May 7, 2009
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church



Would you like to spend a whole week this summer

gamping while you experience extreme adventures,

exciting challenges, great music and a morning
filled with fun?

ign up for a Vacation Bible School leadership role | 1,
for July 13th thru the 17th! : ',

You can be a Counselor, Jr. Counselor, assist @
with registration, but just don't miss it! ' \\/
Join in on an incredible week of sharing 1
GOD's LOVE! A

>

Visit the children's ministries bulletin board \
on the way to the (

VBS planning meeting on 5/19 at 7:00 pm!

0t
i
VB Fellowship Hall and don't forget to come to the ﬂ

Come Teach at Bethany Beach!!

Wear your flip-flops and glasses and come have fun,
fun, fun!!

This summer's Children's Sunday School Progeam
need of Teachers.

One hour a week for a few weeks will serve you and
church immensely!!

All schedules will be accommodated!
Please catact Kris Kent at 642-6438 or
kentcrew@cox.net

O¥(+-. /0%

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL

- for all preschool thru fifth grade
beach bums begins at Bethany
June 7th at 9:45 am!!

Wear your sandals and shorts,
bring your towel and start a
summer filled with plenty of fun
in the sun!!

Want to teach? Have questions?
Contact Kris Kent
642-6438/kentcrew@cox.net

VBS Planning Meeting
Come see what all the BUZZ is about with this
summer’s exciting VBS Program! We will have a
planning meeting on May 19 at 7 p.m. in the
Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. See you there!

- Camper Kris

MYF/Bible Study will not meet on May 10 due to
Mother's Day and May 17 due to concert and
reception.

Help Requested!

Finger food donation would be greatly appreciated
for the reception following the June 7th youthyall
Your help with this event would be greatly
appreciated! Please contact Sondra at 804-815-7533
or sdc001@cox.netf you are able and willing to

help out with this event.

Thank you once again for your love and support of
Bethany'sYouth!

Many Thanks
Once again a huge thank you to Sue Morecock,
TBD Sunday School Class, and Bethany's Mission
Committee for providing and serving dinner to
many hungry teens! You have truly blessed many
hearts and stomachs! Your generosity is truly
appreciated!

Sondra

Help Needed in Youth Ministry
Volunteers needed to help pick up and drop off
youth on Sunday mornings.

Youth Sunday School Teacher needed once a
month.

Your help would be truly appreciated. Please
contact Sondra at 804-642-0467sdc001@cox.net
if you are willing to helping in the youth ministry




Three Young People to Receive
Baptism on May 5

The Bethany congregation is invited to Gloucestnt?
Baptist Church, 7741 Terrapin Cove Rd., to witnihes

baptism of three of our young people: Stephanieiyo
Johnathan Wood, and Michael Johnson. All thredrar
Pastor Steve’s confirmation class and are prepdaong
church membership. In our United Methodist tradifi

youth and adults who have not been baptized may
choose their mode of baptism: sprinkling, pouriog,
immersion. Stephanie, Johnathan, and Michael haye
chosen to be baptized by immersion. GloucestentPoi
Baptist Church is graciously allowing us to useirthe
sanctuary and baptismal pool for the brief serviceg,
conducted by Pastor Steve. Please support theseyo
people with your presence on Tuesday, May 5, & 6:3
p.m., at Gloucester Point Baptist Church.

Confirmation Scheduled for Mother’s
Day

May 10 will be a special Sunday in the life of our
church, not only for our mothers, but also for ére
young people who will receive the rite of confirmat
and be received into the membership of Bethany €hur
The three young people, Stephanie and Johnatha Woo
and Michael Johnson, have been active in Bethany[s
youth program for approximately one year. Theyl wil
have completed nine one-hour classes led by Pastor
Steve, giving them instruction in United Methodist
beliefs and traditions, faith in Jesus Christ, farity
with the Bible, and an understanding of our mentliprs
vows. The young people will be confirmed at theDD1
service.

Free Financial Advice

Bethany Church is offering a free financial workghmm
Sunday, May 3, at 12:15 p.m., presented by twouof o
conference leaders in the area of personal financia

management. George Neas, Conference Director pf
Stewardship, will offer several helpful hints on
maintaining a successful family budget, and Jin

Bergdoll, director of the Virginia United Methodist
Foundation, will discuss creative estate plannififpere
is no charge for this 90-minute workshop, and yali w
in no way be solicited to participate in any pairtac
financial program. Judy and Al Burner, Bethany's
stewardship chairpersons, will be fixing a delicou
luncheon. Please call Judy or Al today at 642-6@b@l
they will be happy to set an extra place at théetab

Thank You Note

Thank you so much Bethany family for all of the
prayers, support, and other acts of kindness shmavn
during my recent surgery. | especially want tanth
Pastor Steve and Susan for all of their visits @nttern.
I am doing much better now. -Yeardley Blackwell

The George Nelson Memorial
Concert Series
In Memory of Ernie Critzer

Presents

Dockside Harmony

May 17, 2009
4:00 P.M.

In 2003, Bill Ballinger (Baritone) and Larry Jeféen
(Lead) formed a quartet calledust In Time They
competed in the Southern Division Contest in 2004
placing 11" in the scoring. Later that year Scotty Scott
(Tenor) joined the group, which began singing iaptlr
shows, but could not compete at the Southern Rinisi
that year due to scheduling difficulties. In ttedl fof
2005, Frank Traylor (Bass) joined the quartet, Wwhic
then decided to rename the quartet.

After spending a weekend on the lake out on a oy,
collectively decided on the nami@ockside Harmony
They have been singing in chapter shows, for church
groups, teacher associations, radio shows, TV shows
Gospel Chicken House, etc. They competed in the
Southern Division Quartet contest in Reston VA this
past spring and finished in the top 10 out of klfad 23.
They have 30 or more songs in our repertoire and
perform for weddings, birthdays, anniversaries,ndra
openings, receptions, National Anthem at ball games
such as Richmond Braves baseball games, Univarkity
Richmond Basketball games, VCU basketball games,
Renegades Hockey games, etc. They have sung
numerous times on live radio and television to pytam
events for their chorus, The Virginians.

Bethany United Methodist Church
1860 Hayes Road
Gloucester Point, VA 23062

Admission to the concert is free, but
donations are welcomed and will benefit the
George Nelson Memorial Concert Series



Wear Red on Pentecost

There is only one Sunday of
the Church Year when the
color red is officially
prescribed for our paraments
and stole. That is the Day of
Pentecost, this year occurring
on May 31. (Red is permitted
on Palm Sunday, although our
practice at Bethany has been to
use purple on that day.) Red,
the color of fire, symbolizes
the warmth and vitality of the Holy Spirit, whose
outpouring upon the church we celebrate on Penteco
We are encouraging our congregation to wear songgthi
red on that Sunday: red blouses, red jackets, re
neckties, etc. Let's celebrate Pentecost this yatr a
sea of red in our sanctuary!

A Note from Clara

We received the following Easter greeting from ou
missionary in Cambodia, Clara Biswas. Clara inetud

with her letter some original artwork created by g
Cambodian child named Thearith, which has bee
posted on our church bulletin board.

Dear Friends,

Praise the Lord! Resurrection is hope amids
difficulties and struggles of life. In short, tleeare our
crosses. | thank you so much for giving hope ® th
hopeless by your unceasing prayer and support. M3
the Risen Lord be with you always as we continu
helping and sharing God’'s gift to our Cambodian
children and communities.

“O give thanks to the Lord, because he is good;
His faithful love continues forever!” (Psalm 107:1)

Wishing you a Happy Easter and Khmer New Year!

Gratefully yours,

Clara Mridula Biswas

P. O. Box 2493

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Two Bethany Babies Baptized

The grace of God was extended to two of his childre
recently through the Sacrament of Baptism. On Rarc
29" Christian Reece Martin was baptized. Christian is
the son of Paul and Stacie Martin and the grandgon
Bethany members, Bobby and Nan Leigh and Kitty
Martin. On April 28", Baum Kaiser Hoggereceived
the sacrament. Baum is the son of Jason and Salsan
Hogge and the grandson of Bethany members, Way
and Pat Hogge. Both have been enrolled as bdptiz
(preparatory) members of Bethany. May God continu
to bless these two children as their families bwt their
baptismal vows.

Timothy Hart to Receive
Associate’s Degree

Congratulations to Timothy Hart, Jr.,

; : who is receiving his associate’s degree

Q, = from Rappahannock  Community
College on May 8. Timothy is the son of Dolores&m
and Tim Hart. He regularly portrays Jesus in oenten
drama, sings bass in our Christmas cantatas, a
represents the Rappahannock District as a younlj ad
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representative at Annual Conference.

Conference Offering Supports Projects in

Brazil, Mozambique, and Petersburg

Each year the 1200 churches of the Virginia Comiege
pool their goodwill and bring a special offering to
Annual Conference to support several mission causes
identified by our bishop. This year the bishop asked
that the annual conference support mission outesaich
Brazil, in Mozambique, and in Petersburg, VA. The
Shade and Fresh Water Projectn Brazil is an after-
school ministry to children and youth in centrab#i.
These programs are housed in several urban Methodis
churches in or near Belo Horizonte, Brazil. Thieiohg

will help open two more centers to reach childrensk.

The United Methodist Theological Seminary at
Cambine Mission in Mozambique trains clergy to serv
the ever-growing number of United Methodist chueche
being established in Mozambique. The offering wl

to replacing the seminary roof, buying desks, pasaig
books for the library, establishing a maintenanoedf

for the building, and sponsoring teaching exchanges
between our conference and MozambiquePathways
Ministries of Petersburg, Va., is an interfaith
community development ministry that has severattic
renovating and building moderately priced singleifg
homes, operating a free medical clinic for the sared,
and helping at-risk youth and young adults getrthei
GED and develop needed job skills. The conference
goal for the offering is $300,000. When this affgris
divided out among all the United Methodists of our
conference, Bethany’s portion is approximately $600
We will receive this special offering on May 24 avdy

31.

Randy Campbell Retires as a Sunday
School Teacher

After a long tenure as a youth Sunday School taaahe
Bethany while his sons Randy and Scotty were irdiaid
school and high school (and this past year witlh lsonhs

out of high school), Randy Campbell has officially
retired as Sunday School teacher as of March 2& W
appreciate Randy’s faithfulness and energy devited
our youth over the years. If anyone would be nglio
take Randy’s place and teach one Sunday a mormthrin
youth Sunday School class, please contact our Youth
Director, Sondra Colbert at 642-0467.

Katherine Jordan Retires from the Choir

After serving as a soprano in Bethany's ChancelilCho
for over 25 years, Katherine Jordan has stepped é@ew
a choir member. Citing as her reason her age éfiah

is 87), she is now enjoying sitting in the congtemg
where it is easier to mix and mingle and see tlstopa
face! We appreciate her faithful service to theickor

SO many years!

~ o~~~ o~~~



Help Us Spread the Love of Christ!

On Saturday, May 30, at
10:15 a.m. we will go out
two-by-two into  our
neighborhood with a
friendly smile and a warm
invitation to visit Bethany
Church. Last month, we
knocked on 69 doors and
left Easter invitations. This year we will leaveahd-
new Bethany doorhangers and Vacation Bible Scho
fliers. We will finish no later than 12 noon. B&e let
Jane Niethamer (757-273-1613) know if you can help!

New Members Received on April 26

On April 26,Jason and Susannah Hoggeere received
as full members of Bethany UMC. Jason joined by
Profession of Faith, and Susannah transferred h
membership from Columbia Baptist Church in Falls
Church, VA. They have one son, Baum (4 mos.).nlasc
is a self-employed carpenter with Chesaspeak
Remodeling, while Susannah is system administfator
Cubic Corporation. They are temporarily living it
Jason’s parents at 1333 Laurens Rd. in Gloucesiet P
(642-2628); e-mailsusannahhogge@yahoo.conmAlso
on April 26, Molly Shackelford became an affiliate
member of Bethany Church. Molly’s full member
remains at Uzzells UMC in Smithfield, VA. Molly is
married to Carter Shackelford, and she has tw|
daughters Katie (6) and Kassie (3) Jeffers. Malan
Administrative Specialist with the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission. The Shackelfords live aR 197
Marshall Lane in Hayes (757-812-1385); e-mai
Molly.Shackelford@mrc.Virginia.gov

You Can Help Prevent Child Abuse

April was Prevent Child Abuse month in Hampton
Roads. In the year of 2008 thirty-six Virginia Icihén
died of child abuse or neglect, nearly one-thirdham

in the Hampton Roads area. Thousands of others we
victims of physical abuse, sexual abuse, or negl¥ou
can help reduce this number by keeping an eyeaut f
children you know, and step up when you see somgthi
that doesn’t seem right. No one wants to be thiegpme
who turns a blind eye to a child in danger. Toorethe
mistreatment of a child, call the Virginia Child Ade
and Neglect Hotline at 800-552-7096. For furthe
information, please contact JoAnne Lewis, chaimpers
of Bethany’'s Child Protection Committee (642-2550).
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Parenting Working at Yorktown

Best-selling author and nationally-syndicated calist)
John Rosemond, will offer a Parenting Workshop at
Yorkminster Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May 17,
from 2:00 until 5:30 p.m. Rosemond, a family
psychologist, is known for his common-sense apgroac
to Christian parenting, which sometimes flies ia face

of “ivory tower” parenting theory. Tickets are $p&r
person or $25 per couple. The church is locaté&s? 48
George Washington Memorial Highway in Yorktown.
For further information, call 757-898-4972.

Kits for Conference

Annual Conference is fast approaching [June 14-18]
in Norfolk, VA. Listed below are items needed for
kits that we will take to
conference in June. If
you can help with any
of these items, or a
monetary gift, it would

be most appreciated.

Sewing Kits: Value $18.00 per kit

3 yards of cotton or cotton-blend, solid color amp
fabric (must be 3 yards of uncut fabric); 1 paiwisg
scissors; 1 package of needles; 1 spool of thrBe;
matching buttons. Wrap sewing notions in the fabri
and place in a sealed one-gallon plastic bag.

Layette Kits: Value $35.00 per kit

6 cloth diapers; 2 shirts or 2 one-piece body s@itzaby
washcloths; 2 gowns or sleepers; 2 diaper pins; 1
sweater open in the front; 2 receiving blankets.

Bundle the items inside one of the receiving bléaske
and secure with the diaper pins.

Health Kits: Value $12.00 per kit

1 hand towel (15 X 25 up to 17 X 27), no kitchen
towels); 1 washcloth; 1 comb (large and sturdy, not
pocket-sized; 1 nail file or fingernail clipperso(emery
boards or toenail clippers); 1 bath-sized bar @fps(3

0z. and up); 1 toothbrush (single brushes onlyrigiraal
wrapper, no child-size brushes); 6 adhesive pladtip
sterile bandages; $1.00 to purchase toothpastee(Not
UCMOR Sager Brown is now purchasing toothpaste in
bulk to be added to health kits before shippingrieure
that the product does not expire before they amt)se

School Kits: Value $11.00 per kit

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip); 3 pads (oséoteaf)

of 8 ¥2 X 11 ruled paper (construction paper no ésng
included); 1 30-centimeter ruler; 1 hand-held penci
sharpener; 6 unsharpened pencils with erasersaskrer
2 % * 1 box 24 crayons (only 24). Prepare a 146X
bag with handles and an optional closure (Velcnaps
or button) and place items in the bag.

Life’s Little Laughs!

A hippie stopped to look at an astronomer peerninhg &
giant telescope. At that moment there was a fakitar.
The hippie looked amazed and said, “Wow, man!
You're a good shot!”

The three-year-old grandson looked out the windod/ a
saw lightning for the first time. “Look, Grandm&od
just took my picture.”



Pastor’'s Column:
“A Welcoming Congregation”

If you greet only your own people, what are yol
doing more than others? Do not even pagans ¢
that? (Matt. 5:47 TNIV).

One of the comments
| occasionally hear as
| make my rounds in
the parish is how
many new people are
attending at Bethany
now. Perhaps a
person will remark
with a tinge of sadness in her voice that she dbest
know that many people in the congregation
anymore. Now the number of new people attendin
Bethany is significant, especially at the 11:0(
service, but also to a lesser degree at the 8:
service. The sea of strange faces is not analtusi
Did you know that we have receivddrty new

members into the Bethany Church family in just thg
last twelve months?

Now one of the tools that we give to new member
to help them learn names and match names wi
faces is our most recent pictorial directory. O
course, there have been changes over the last th
years, but it is still a wonderfully helpful tooAnd

to help our established members learn the names

th

Who knows? One day in the future we may hear
Someone say to us, “I was a stranger, and you
welcomed me.” And we, puzzled, may respond,
“When did we see You a stranger and welcome
You?” And what if He were to answer, “Why after
the service one Sunday at Bethany, when | was a
stranger there, you came up, introduced yourself,
and told me how happy you were to have me in the
congregation that day and that you hoped that |
would come back. Come, join me in the joy of my
kingdom!”

0]

Yours for a friendlier congregation,

=}
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Emmaus Group to Lead Worship Service

Once a year Bethany's Emmaus group leads a

worship service at Bethany on Sunday morning.

This year they will lead both services on May 17,

F while the pastor is away. They will develop the

reeorder of service, lead the singing, and bring the
message. Each of the group has been on a “Walk to

of Emmaus” retreat (or similar cursillo event). You

S

our new members we post names and photographs will not want to miss the warm Splrltuallty and

of our newest members on the church bulleti
board. We also print information about our new
members in th8ethany Banner

What more can be done to overcome th
disconnectedness between some older members 4
our newer members at Bethany? May | suggest th
we who are comfortably at home at Bethany, whe
we see a person in the congregation whom we (
not know, ought to take the first step and go ovg
and introduce ourselves to that new person. That
part of what it means to be a welcoming
congregation. We ought not to assume that th
usher or the greeter or the pastor has necessa
done this. Warmly welcoming new people is
incumbent upon every member!

You may have heard of the “Rule of Three”. The
“‘Rule of Three” states that for the first three
minutes after every worship service, member|
should make the effort to greet those whom they g
not know, before they greet their friends and
acquaintances. We do not need to wait until othe
properly introduce us; rather, the Christ-like thio

do is to take the initiative and introduce oursslt@

new people. The human tendency, of course, is

greet the folks we already know after the service.

But, think about it, if that is what everyone does
what impression of the church does that give to
visitor who sees a whole lot of people being
friendly to each other but not to them?

heartfelt singing that will be evident on this
particular Sunday. For further information, please
contact Dolores Breen (642-0933).
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To know the love of God personally through Jesus
Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our
community and the world.
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