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Bethany Church is offering both a morning and an evening Lenten study.  Entitled “God’s Renewed 
Creation,” the study will focus on the threat that three major issues bring to the world today—poverty and 
disease, proliferation of weapons, and environmental abuse—and how Christians can respond in 
constructive fashion.  The morning study will be held from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Wednesdays.  The 
evening study will be held from 7:30 until 8:30 p.m. on Thursdays.   
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We will have only one worship service on March 28—at 11:00 a.m.  Our children will wave 
palm fronds as they process into the sanctuary during our opening hymn.  Later in the 
service, Sandra Fox will lead the chancel choir as they present their Lenten cantata Song 
of the Shadows, by Joseph Martin.  The cantata follows Jesus’ last week on earth, 
beginning with his Palm Sunday ride, with choral vignettes at the Upper Room, the 

Garden of Gethsemane, Pilate’s judgment hall, and the hill of Golgotha.    
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Bethany will offer a service of Foot Washing and Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. on 
April 1 in the church sanctuary.  We will respond positively to our Savior’s instructions 
to his disciples in the Upper Room the night before his death:  “do as I have done to 
you” (John 13:15) and “do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).  The foot-

washing portion of the service is optional for worshipers. 
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Volunteers will come to the sanctuary to pray in one-hour segments from 9:00 p.m. Thursday night until 
12 noon on Friday.  Prayers are encouraged for our church, for our nation, for trouble spots in the world, 
for individuals in need, and for personal spiritual growth.�

 
 

Continued on back . . . 
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A brief Good Friday service will be held at 12:00 p.m. on April 2 in the church sanctuary.  Appropriate music will 
be played and sung, and the crucifixion narrative will be read, as we remember Christ’s death for us. 
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Our Community Sunrise Service will be held behind Watermen’s Hall at VIMS at 6:30 a.m.  Rev. 
Garry Livermon, pastor of Susanna Wesley UMC, will bring the message.  Breakfast will be served 
at Providence Baptist Church following the service.  In the event of rain, the service will be held at 
Providence Church. 
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Bethany will have two services on Sunday morning, April 4, at 8:30 and 11:00, to celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection.  Worshipers are invited to bring flowers to adorn our floral cross.  Donated 
memorial lilies will beautiful our chancel.  Glorious Easter music will be played and sung.   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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March 21, 2010      4:00 p.m. 

 

For Elisabeth von Trapp, 
“the sounds of music” 
are part of her earliest 
memories.  Born and 
raised in Vermont, 
Elisabeth is the 
granddaughter of the 
legendary Maria  and 
Baron von Trapp, whose 
story inspired The Sound  
of Music. Singing 

professionally  
since childhood, Elisabeth has enthralled 
audiences from European cathedrals to 
Washington D.C.’s Kennedy Center. 
 

Inspired by her father Werner von Trapp’s guitar 
playing and singing, Elisabeth has carried on the 
legacy of the internationally renowned Trapp 
Family Singers.  She began taking piano lessons 
when she was eight and by the age of sixteen she 
was playing guitar and traveling the back roads 
of New England performing with her siblings at 
weddings, gospel meetings and town halls. 
 

Elisabeth has created her own artistic style, at 
once ethereal and earthy, delicate and powerful.  



Listeners have likened her to Judy Collins and 
Loreena McKenitt.  Critics have called her 
voice…“hauntingly clear”, “joyfully expressive” 
and “simply beautiful.” 
 

Elisabeth’s concert repertoire ranges from Bach 
to Broadway. . Schubert to Sting.  With equal 
ease and eloquence she sings timeless wonders 
like Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Favorite Things 
and Edelweiss.  
 

Elisabeth has released five self produced albums, 
and has performed across the United States, 
Austria and Russia.  Her music has been featured 
on National Public Radio, BBC-Radio, Japanese  
National Radio and CNN Spanish Radio.  She 
has appeared on CBS’s Eye on People, ABC’s 
Good Morning America and BBC-TV.   
 

 
Audiences of all ages are drawn by the promise 
of her famous name…awed by the beauty of her 
voice and musical arrangements…their hearts 
touched forever by the astonishing sound of her 
unique new music. 
 
 
 
 

Teddy Bear Brigade 
QUESTON: 
What is the thread of commonality between 
homeless veterans, seriously injured war 
veterans returning from Iraq, and the poor 
orphans that are the product of drug related 
parents in the third world countries around the 
world? 

 

ANSWER: 
The Teddy Bear Brigade.  Gleaning for the 
World (GFTW) is a 501 (c)(3) humanitarian 
organization located in Concord, Virginia that 
was founded by Reverend Ronald Davidson and 
his wife Jackie (former Pastor of Bellamy UMC, 
Gloucester, VA).  Ron discovered, through trial 
period, that a simple thing like a Teddy 
Bear/stuffed animal was a major contributor to 
the successful therapy of those people listed 
above.  Consequently, GFTW has sent thousands 
of trailer loads of animals to organizations 
involved with working with veterans groups or 
to third world countries for use in dealing with 
the orphans of drug related parents.  There is an 
ever-increasing need for help in collecting Teddy 
Bear/stuffed animals for this invaluable therapy.  
The Friendship Class has elected to head up a 
drive for Bethany Church in this effort. 
 

The Teddy Bear Brigade began on, February 14, 
and will run through April 18, at which time the 
stuffed animals will be dedicated. New or nearly 
new small to medium bears or stuffed animals 
will be accepted.  They shouldn’t contain any 
electronic parts or be battery operated.  There 
will be baskets located in the narthex, office 
entrance or fellowship hall for your donations.  
Our goal is to gather 100 bears/stuffed animals 
for this ministry.  Be an active participant and 
help us reach our goal. 
 
 

Prayer Time 
Bethany offers two opportunities for 
you to join in pray for a focused or 
general subject.  On Wednesday 
evening at 6:30 p.m. we meet in the 
Mary Lotsey classroom for focused 
prayer and on Thursday mornings at 9 

a.m. we come together in the sanctuary to pray for 
our country, leaders, personal friends, etc.  Prayers 
are answered!  Come and join us! 
 

 

Sermons for March 
March  7 “ Asking the Right Question”  
                   based on Luke 13:1-5 
 

March 14 “Remembering Our True Purpose”  
                   based on Luke 15:1-3,11-32 
 

March 21 “The Best Is Yet to Come”  
                    based on Philippians 3:4-14 
               
March 28 Choir Cantata: “Song of the Shadows”  
              

Prayer Focuses for March 
March   3 Women in the world who suffer 
                 oppression 
 

March 10 UMCOR Relief Efforts in Haiti 
 

March 17 Freedom from fear 
 

March 24 The prayer ministry of Bethany Church 
 

March 31 The grace to follow in our Lord’s steps 
 

Join us for prayer from 6:30 until 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday evenings in the Mary Lotsey classroom. 
   



Hospitality Committee Request 
The Hospitality Committee has decided, effective 
immediately, that Bethany will serve only finger 
food at the receptions following funeral services 
(small sandwiches, ham biscuits, raw veggies, 
sliced fruit & cheese, etc.)  Cakes, cupcakes, 
brownies and cookies are needed, however, NO 
pies.  Small plates will be used to serve this food. 
 

Charlotte Cecil will continue to notify the 
congregation about these receptions. 
Thanks for your help. Hospitality Committee, Judy 
Hudgins, Chair 
 

Notes of Appreciation 
I want to express my deep appreciation to my 
Bethany family for your loving and caring support, 
and especially your prayers for me during the past 
year.  I know that many prayers offered on my 
behalf were answered as I underwent 
chemotherapy, radiation and surgeries.  Please 
continue to remember me in your prayers, as I will 
continue to receive preventative medications, for 
the next few months.  May our Lord bless each of 
you as he has so richly blessed me.  Ellen Leigh 

~ ~ ~ 
 

David and I would like to thank you for all the 
delicious food, cards, visits, phone calls and prayers 
we received following David’s recent surgery.  The 
Bethany family overflows with Christ-like love.  
Thank you for surrounding us in a blanket of that 
love.      -  In Christ, David and Janet Chapin 
Stephen Ministry Retreat 
Area wide Stephen Ministry Retreat will be held 
Saturday, March 6, 2010 at Yorkminster 
Presbyterian Church from 9am – 12 noon. 
 

Program: 
Workshop given by Christine Jensen form The 
Center for Excellence in Aging and Geriatric Health 
plus time for sharing and fellowship 
 
All trained Stephen Ministers and Leaders are 
invited – both active and inactive.  If you are 
interested or have questions, call Alan or Sandra 
Harvey (684-2790) by February 25th. 
 
Bible Study 
Women’s Bible Study 
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s 
word for our lives. Come and join us as we grow in 

our knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ.  
We meet in the Faith Classroom on Monday 
evenings from 7-8:30pm 

Men’s Bible Study 
We are currently studying the Sermon on the 
Mount.  Come and join us for fellowship and 
study!  We always have room for more men.  We 
meet on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm in the 
Journey Classroom. 
 
Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis 
Flight or Cursillo? Join us on the first three 
Thursday evenings of the month @ 6:30 for our 
Bethany Reunion Group.  We are brothers and 
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our 
week and see how our spiritual journey is going.    

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Clam Chowder/Vegetable Soup Luncheon 
For the best clam chowder this 
side of Guinea join us on 
March 14 following the 11 
o’clock worship service. This is 
a fundraiser for the Bethany 
Methodist Men.  For those who 

don’t care for this delicious fare we will also serve 
vegetable beef soup. 

 

Free Extras From Directory Publisher     
As part of our deal with LIFE TOUCH, the 
company that will produce our directory, they 
offered us several “freebies”: 1000 free post cards, 
1000 free tri-fold brochures, 500 free 5 X 7 calendar 
cards with the church picture on the front, and three 
free Montage posters using the individual family 
portraits arranged to form a beautiful picture. 
 

The Directory Committee would like to have 
different church organizations or Ministries Teams 
handle the design and completion of each of those 
items as may interest them.  Let Rey Morales know  
about it by phone (642-4112) or email 
(reymorales33@cox.net). 

Stephen Minister 
Lenten Prayer Project 
The Stephen Ministers of 
Bethany want to pray for 
you, your loved ones, 



and/or your friends during Lent.  This will be an 
opportunity for us to grow in our prayer lives and to 
bring the needs and concerns of someone else close 
to God.  Please fill out the form below and put it in 
the offering plate or bring or mail it to the church 
office.  These requests will be kept confidential. 
 
NAME (S)___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
PRAYER CONCERN: _________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Book Corner 
The Confident Woman by Joyce Meyer 
Overcome self-doubt.  Conquer fear.  Be  
Courageous.  Figure out God's wonderful plan for 
you as a confident, strong, loved and loving woman. 
 

Praying Through Cancer: Set your heart free from 
fear by Susan Sorensen & Laura Geist 
Praying through cancer is a collection of stories by 
women who have faced cancer.  They found 
comfort and even joy while going through this 
journey with God.  They share how their faith 
strengthened them.   
 

Thirty Days by Paul Mariani 
In this memoir, Paul shares with us his journey of 
introspection, self-revelation and spiritual renewal.  
The journey begins when he arrives at Eastern Point 
Retreat House to take part in the five hundred year 
old Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.   
 

Traveling Light by Max Lucado 
We are so weary and tired from carrying baggage 
filled with burdens.  Guilt, discontent, anxiety, 
grief, perfectionism, loneliness and fear.  They 
make us physically and spiritually tired.  God does 
not want us to carry these burdens.  Max Lucado 
uses the 23rd Psalm as a guide to help us release 
some of life's burdens so that we can be free to rest 
 with the Lord.   
 
XYZ March Meeting 
On March 17th, join us for a covered 
dish luncheon at 11:30 followed by 
Roy Bauschatz as the Rev. Benjamin 
Varner, an intenerate circuit preacher, 
who will present “Ghost Stories”.  

Dressed in 18th century attire, he will weave stories 
that may be believable or not.  Find out why the 
preacher is in town this time.  Hear about the cabin 
with a boarded up window.  Learn, perhaps, how 
we can trust our Father from a story rooted in 
Native American culture. 
 
 
Homebound Ministries 
We delivered 26 meals (clam chowder, fruit salad, 
cornbread, and brownie) to our shut-ins.  Thanks to 
the following people for helping cook, call and 
deliver meals: Teresa Sullivan, Wiley and Ellen 
Cross, Joni Neal, Jeannie Harrell, Jane Niethamer, 
Mike Andersen, Charlotte Cecil, Laura Polk and Al 
and Judy Burner.  We hope to continue this ministry 
monthly.  We will be cooking again on March 15 at 
9:30 a.m.  If you’d like to participate, please contact 
Judy Burner or Teresa Sullivan. 
 
Religions of the World 
Come out on the first 
Thursday in March and learn 
about Jehovah’s Witnesses.  
  

Speaker: Mr. Jerry Housner 
Date: March 4, 2010 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 
 

Mr. Jerry Housner is an ordained Minister of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.  He serves as the Chairman of 
the Body of Elders in the Denbigh East 
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Newport 
News. He also serves as Convention Overseer for 
the Conventions of Jehovah’s Witnesses, which are 
open to the public and held at the Hampton 
Coliseum in July.  Since the Witnesses have no paid 
Ministers all operate as volunteers and support 
themselves by secular work like everyone else.  Mr. 
Housner is a NASA retiree and runs his own 
engineering business as his means of livelihood.   
 

 
Couples Bible Study 
Please contact Dolores Breen 
642-0933 by March 30th if you 
and your spouse are interested in 
attending a monthly couples 
Bible Study.  The time will be 
determined by the participants. 

 



 
Stewardship 
Do you recognize a difference between giving to a 
regular charity and Christian stewardship? They are 
both very valid forms of helping others but they 
actually accomplish two different goals. 
 

The goal of secular fund-raising is to raise money 
for a worthy cause. The goal of Christian 
stewardship is the faithful management of all God 
gives, so that God can use our gifts to transform us 
spiritually and to reach others with His transforming 
love. 
 

Whether it is time or money that we give, we are 
not giving to the church but to God. Jesus summed 
up the spiritual connection that our giving creates 
this way. “Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also”. Christian stewardship is personal 
management of time and money that helps us 
escape the trap of selfishness by holding focus on 
God. 
 

 
Widows Group Meets the 
Third Sunday 
Fifteen widows from the church 
went out for lunch and 
fellowship together at 
Goodfellas Restaurant on 
Sunday, February 21.  They 
plan to go out again on the third 

Sunday of March.  Please contact Jean Heywood for 
additional information (642-2333). 
 
 
New Sunday School Class for New 
Church Members 
Marsha Miller, a certified Lay Speaker, will be 
leading a brand-new Sunday School class designed 
for those who are new to the church.  Entitled 
Beginnings, the 12-week class will cover topics like 
“How does God speak to us?”; “Is God 
trustworthy?”; “What happens when we die?”; 
“What is our purpose in life?”  Although the class is 
designed for people new to the church, any 
interested person is invited to attend.  Bring a Bible; 
workbooks will be provided.  The class will meet in 
our fellowship hall and begins on Sunday, March 7, 
at 9:45 a.m. 
 
 

An Update from Cambodia 
In February Juanita Csontos, a 
Virginia Conference layperson 
and curriculum developer, 
visited the Methodist mission 
in Cambodia and sent back this 
report about Phnom Penh, 
where Clara Biswas serves. 
 
“The most obvious difference in 
the city landscape is the removal 
of the poor from the riverfront, together with the hovels 
they put together with odd scraps of metal, plastic, 
wood, and rags.  There is much new construction of 
hotels and casinos in their place…New condos have 
gone up in the area, as well, which is called “Diamond 
City”.  It remains to be seen whether the condos will 
continue to be built, as the real estate boom has 
collapsed here in Cambodia as elsewhere.  Meanwhile 
the poorest of the poor continue to be relocated to 
settlement areas out of the city where they are far 
removed from whatever day jobs they might have found 
and on government land subject to purchase by 
developers—a very unstable situation.   
One group remains—the Bassac community that 
Clara serves.  It is a decrepit and totally unsafe 
building complex of about six stories with no 
amenities.  It is extremely dark, dank, and squalid.  
Clara took [us] through the lowest level where we 
met a former music teacher who lived there with her 
daughter, son-in-law, and three granddaughters in 
an area of about 6 x 8 feet.  Yes, they all lived and 
slept there, using a platform raised about a foot off 
the floor and the dirt floor itself.  A musical 
instrument hung on the wall; one granddaughter 
took 2nd place in a national music contest; her aim is 
to take 1st place next year.  The squatters there have  
 
 
defied orders to evacuate.  I can only assume that 
once the government has a buyer for the land upon 
which the buildings sit that the people will be 
forcibly removed and dumped in another 
resettlement area outside the city.  Then Missionary 
Clara will begin again to try to get the children 
enrolled in the local rural schools and hope that the 
UN will deliver water barrels.  The construction of 
hovels will begin again.  The family of six will be 
able to see sunlight, but that will be about the only 
advantage.”  
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Bethany Receives Six New Members 
On Sunday, February 14, Bethany received six 
members into the life of the church.  Jackson and 
C. J. Sasser transferred their membership into the 
church.  Jackson transferred from Memorial Baptist 
Church in Baytown, Texas, while C. J. transferred 
from St. Francis UMC in Cary, North Carolina.    
Jackson is a writer and adjunct instructor at William 
and Mary.  C. J. is an RN at Riverside Regional 
Medical Center.  The Sassers live at 110 Oak Ridge 
Ct. in Williamsburg (757-345-0055).   
 
Bonnie Lewis, wife of Bethany member Marshall 
Lewis, transferred her membership from Providence 
Baptist Church.  Bonnie is a retired accountant from 
Riverside Regional Hospital.  Bonnie and Marshall 
live at 2072 East Snug Harbor Dr. in Hayes (642-
4911).   
 
Jay Busch, husband of Bethany member Tiffany, 
joined by Profession of Faith.  Jay is employed by 
the city of Newport News as a mechanic.  Their 
daughter, Mattilyn Anne (7 mos.), received the 
Sacrament of Baptism.  Mattilyn is the 
granddaughter of Bethany member Isabella Wheat 
and the great-granddaughter of Kathleen Mattox.  
Jay, Tiffany, and Mattilyn live at 5464 Gum Fork 
Rd., Gloucester (693-7399).   
 
Mike and Jennifer Barber joined by Profession of 
Faith, with Jennifer receiving the Sacrament of 
Baptism.  The Barbers have three children, each of 
whom received baptism:  Chasity (9), Nakita (8), 
and Lucinda (6).  Mike is a helicopter mechanic in 
the US Army, and Jennifer is a homemaker.  The 
Barbers live at 7373 Joseph Lewis Rd. in Hayes 
(694-9670).  Welcome! 
 
 
New Life n Our Congregation! 
Congratulations to Jackson and C. J. 
Sasser on the birth of a healthy daughter!  
Barrett Adeline Sasser was born on 
Thursday, February 18, at 9:30 p.m., at 
Sentara Williamsburg.  She weighed in 
at 7 lbs and measured 20 inches long.  
Both mother and daughter are doing 
well.  (Jackson is our new assistant 
director of youth ministry.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Attention:  Young Adults 
Rick Koenig, our new Young Adult Coordinator, is 
taking a survey of all young adults of Bethany 
Church (ages 19 through 35), in order to discover 
their interests and the possibility for organized 
programming for that age group.  If you have not 
yet received the survey, please e-mail Rick at 
rick.koenig@gmail.com, and he will send it to you.  
Thanks! 

����
Acolyte Training 
If you are interested in becoming an acolyte, please 
e-mail Diane White at dianemwhite1@cox.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Projects 
The youth will continue to collect teddy bears/stuff 
animals in the month of March to bless many 
special people. Who will bring in the most teddy 
bears?  
 

Will it be the high school? Will it be the middle 
school? The winners will be announced in the 
month of April and will receive a delicious ice  
cream social! 
 
 The youth will host a food drive at our Church 
during the month of March!  We will have a 
collection box next to the youth room for your 
convenience. Your contribution would not only be  
greatly appreciated by the youth, but will bless  
many stomachs and hearts! 
 
Youth Retreat 
What: Rappahannock District Youth Retreat   
Where: Blackstone  
When: March 12-14-2010  
Time: meet at the church by 4:15 p.m.  
Cost: Donation to help cover the cost of retreat.   
 

   Youth and 
Children Page



You will need to bring money for snacks and lunch 
on the way home.  You may also bring snacks. 
Other: You must eat an early dinner or bring your 
dinner with you. 
 
Thanks are in order! 
Thank you to Laura Vaughan and Christina 
Mahoney for providing a "royal" lunch for many 
hungry middle high youth. 
 

Dawn and Staley Cluts for your generous donations 
to provide lunch for our senior high youth.  
 
Your kindness and generosity is greatly 
appreciated!  
 
\\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very special note to all the wonderful adult 
volunteers who truly love and support Bethany's 
Youth Ministry! Your dedication  not only to our 
youth, but to Christ is amazing! You truly define 
"WWJD". 

  
Calling all Bible Buddies!����
The Bethany Bible Buddies (for third, fourth and 
fifth graders) will meet on the 14th and 28th of 
March directly after the 11:00 AM Worship 
Service.  More particulars will follow via bulletin 
announcements and email so stay tuned!!! 

 God loves you and so do we!   
Miss Jane and Miss Kris 
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We’re inviting all preschoolers through fifth graders 
to bring your baskets, wear your Easter cap or  

bonnet and hop on over to��
��

Bethany’s Annual  
Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, April 3rd 
at 10:00 am 
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Hugs for Haiti Bake Sale a Big 
Success!! �
Our sincere thanks to all that baked, bought and 
donated to the Hugs for Haiti Bake Sale held by 
the Bethany Bible Buddies last month.  Nearly 
$500.00 has been raised by the children to send to 
UMCOR for Haitian relief efforts. Your support and 
help for mission projects like this means so much to 
the children of Bethany!  ~ Kris, Jane, and all of the 
Bible Buddies ~ 
Pastor’s Column:  A Contemporary 
Service at Bethany? 
Praise him with trumpets.  Praise him with harps 
and lyres.  Praise him with drums and dancing.  
Praise him with harps and flutes.  Praise him with 
cymbals.  Praise him with loud cymbals (Ps. 150:3-
5 GNB).  [In the King James Version verse 4 reads:  
Praise him with the timbrel and dance.  Praise him 
with stringed instruments and organs.] 

 
On November 8, our 
combined adult Sunday 
School classes considered 
the topic of “Passionate 
Worship” as part of our 
study of Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations.  
That study had nothing to 

The youth will not meet on March 14th 
due to our weekend Blackstone retreat! 

 



do with elevating one style of worship over another, 
but rather with fostering the eager expectation and 
excellence that should be a part of all worship, 
whether the worship is traditional, contemporary, or 
blended.  During the class, blank slips of paper were 
passed out to all the persons present (on that Sunday 
only adults), with the invitation for persons to make 
any suggestions they thought might improve our 
worship at Bethany.  Imagine my surprise when out 
of the 26 responses received, ten recommended 
starting a contemporary service at Bethany!  Later 
that month, the combined Men’s and Women’s 
Bible Studies submitted eight suggestions to me that 
their group thought were very important for 
improving our church.  One of their 
recommendations was the creation of a 
contemporary worship service at Bethany.   
 
 I believe that it is time for the church to re-
examine the issue of whether Bethany might wish to 
sponsor a viable contemporary worship service in 
addition to its traditional worship offerings.  Twenty 
years ago we might have encouraged persons who 
preferred contemporary worship to drive up to 
Ordinary and attend Susanna Wesley.  But times 
have changed, and many churches now offer both 
contemporary and traditional services during the 
weekend.  When I shared this interest in a 
contemporary service with our Vision Committee, 
they recommended that a study committee be 
formed, composed of persons interested in the 
contemporary style of worship.  The Administrative 
Board gave formal authorization to such a study, 
with the understanding that our current two services 
at 8:30 and 11:00 would not be changed.   
 

David Chapin is chairing this study 
committee, which will investigate whether there are 
a sufficient number of people to support such a 
service, when such a service might be held, and 
what musical leadership might be required.  To that 
end, a brief survey has been enclosed in this 
newsletter and also in our church bulletins for 
February 28 and March 7.  We would like for every 
church member and regular attendee to take the 
time to fill out the survey, sign his or her name, and 
put it in the offering plate or return it to the church 
office.   
It is a fact of life that worship preferences are 
evolving with each new generation of Americans.  
That does not mean that every young person prefers 
contemporary worship or that every senior citizen 

abhors it.  But it does mean that if Bethany 
continues to be a forward-looking church, hoping to 
be as vital in 2020 as it is today, we need to pay 
attention to this emerging generation of Christians 
who listen more to the music of K-Love (90.7) than 
the Bible Broadcasting Network (99.7). 
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We are asking every member or regular attendee of 
Bethany UMC to complete the brief survey below 
and return it to the church office 
 
 

A Survey of Worship Preferences 
 

A study committee has been authorized by our 
Administrative Board to investigate the feasibility of 
establishing a contemporary worship service at 
Bethany, to join our two traditional services.  A 
contemporary service is characterized by the 
singing of praise choruses, non-traditional 
instrumental accompaniment, a less formal order of 
worship, a conversational style of preaching, casual 
dress, and sensitivity to the movement of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
If a contemporary service of high quality were 
begun at Bethany, which response would most 
closely represents your feelings? 
___ I would definitely choose to attend the 
       contemporary service 
___ I would probably attend this service in  
       Preference to our traditional services 
___ I might give it a try 
___ I prefer a traditional worship service  
___ I would definitely not attend a contemporary  
       service 
 
If you would consider attending a contemporary 
service, check all of the worship times below that 
might work for you: 
___ Saturday evening 
___ Sunday morning during the Sunday School  
        hour 
___ Sunday early afternoon (1 or 2 p.m.) 
___ Sunday late afternoon (4 or 5 p.m.) 
 



If a Praise Band were formed, would 
you like to be part of the music 
leadership? 
___ play a musical instrument.   
 
Which one?______________ 
 

___be a singer 
 
_____________________________________                   
Your Name      
 

_____________________________________ 
e-mail address or phone # 
Easter in Europe 
In many parts of Europe, huge bonfires are lighted 
on hilltops and in churchyards on Easter Eve.  They 
are sometimes called Judas fires, because effigies of 
Judas Iscariot are frequently burned in them.  The 
Easter bonfires predate Christianity and were 
originally intended to celebrate the arrival of spring.  
The burning effigy once symbolized winter. 
 
The celebration of Easter is the celebration of the 
triumph of life over death.  Dedicated to the honor 
of Christ who gave his life for the sins of His loved 
ones, it is a great festival to the Christians all over 
the world.  It is joyous because it was on Easter He 
had shown himself. 
 
Most Christians observe Easter on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon following the first day of 
spring in the Northern Hemisphere.  Meanwhile, the 
eastern Orthodox Churches celebrate Easter later 
because of additional factors in calculating the date 
of Easter.  
 
All over the Northern hemisphere, the customs of 
Easter Season are more or less alike.  The Lenten 
penance and fasting; carnivals, egg exchanging, 
eating, decorating and egg hunts.  Also there are 
Passion Plays and Easter parades.  However some 
follow customs that are special to their country. 
 
France: The French call it Paques.  The 
main celebration sets off on Good Friday with a 
solemn note.  Church bells do not ring for three 
days starting from Good Friday till the Easter 

Sunday.  This is a token of mourning for the 
crucified Christ.  Early on Easter morning the 
children rush into the garden to watch the bells “Fly 
back from Rome.”  As the small folk scan the sky 
for a glimpse of the returning bells their elders hide 
chocolate eggs. 
 
Italy:  Italians call it La Pasqua.   
Easter is celebrated with a real big feast in this 
Mediterranean country. The Paschal feast is 
celebrated with Agnellino, Italy’s special popular 
dish 

for Easter.  This is a roasted baby lamb.  Children 
enjoy a rich bread made especially for Easter.  It is 
shaped like a crown and studded with colored 
Easter egg candies. 



 
Sweden: The Swedish call it Påskagen.  
Throughout the country the egg, symbol of life and 
resurrection, is featured in all Easter food and 
Easter games.  Every household has egg coloring 
parties.  Egg rolling contests are the favorite Easter 
activity of younger boys and girls  Palm Sunday is 
observed with palm fronds.  The Easter Eve is 
celebrated with bonfires.  Shooting of fireworks 
lives on as the tradition. 
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