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Bethany “Hugs” Ministry

Think of how good a hug feels. Hugs convey a sefisave, concern, support and security within easirg arms.
With that mental image in mind, now think about hibvse feelings can be associated with a shawditir g
through the warmth it provides.

Bethany Church is starting a new prayer shawl aaggr quilt ministry entitled Bethany
HUGS (Hands Unto God’s Service) ministry. A pragkawl or prayer quilt is a physical
representation of the biblical principle “love thgighbor”. We will be providing prayer
shawls and quilts for individuals who are experiegstressful situations in their lives.
This ministry is an opportunity for our entire coegation to participate in a program that
provides prayerful support, comfort and Christiavel to those in physical, spiritual or
emotional need.

The shawls and quilts are prayed over while theybaing made. Once a willing recipient
is identified, his or her shawl or quilt will beggled on the communion railing to be
blessed by the pastor. After church, all the membéthe congregation are asked to pray for tivedigiduals at

the communion rail. When the recipient wears thead or covers up with the quilt, he or she willdrabraced

with our congregation’s love and prayers for thveal being.

There are many ways to support this new ministie need people who can knit, crochet and sew. [g¢eneed
people to keep records, deliver the shawls andisgaihd photograph the recipients receiving th&lGiiand
scrapbookers to document these events. Everydhe icongregation is asked to pray for this migiatnd pray
for each recipient at the communion railing. Theralso a need for financial support to purchase yquilt
batting and fabric. If you feel led to make a cimition to this ministry, make checks payable &lany UMC
with a notation for the Spiritual Formation Fund.

This is a volunteer ministry that will be a bleggto all who participate and to all who receiveor Rdditional
information, please call Janet Chapin at 642-6822.



Religions of the World

Did You Know?

2.1 billion Christianity

1.5 billion Islam

1.1 million Secular/Nonreligious/Agnostic/Atheist
900 million Hinduism

394 million Chinese traditional religion

376 million Buddhism

300 million Primal-Indigenous

100 million African Traditional and Diasporas

Come out the first Thursday in March and continue o
journey on learning about the religions of the \worl

Father George Chioros has agreed to share witheus f
history of “The Greek Orthodox Church”.

Date: March 5, 2009
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church

Women'’s Bible Study

We are a group of women seeking to know God’s wor
for our lives. We are currently studying a Women o
Faith book entitled Adventurous Prayegtome and join
us as we grow in our knowledge and relationshipgh wit
Jesus Christ. We meet in the Faith Classroom d
Monday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study

We are currently studying the book of Acts. Comd a
join us for fellowship and study! We always havem
for more men. You can join us anytime . . . dovit
until we start another book! We meet on Mondayosrf
7-8:30 p.m. in the Journey Classroom. PleaseDzalld
Chapin for information.

Stewardship Nuggett

Setting Your Compass

An airplane compass is tiny compared to the reshef
plane, but it is an essential piece of equipment.
determines the direction of the rest of the plarés is
why Jesus told a rich young man who came asking ho
to find a rich full life, “Go, sell your possessgnand
give the money to the poor, and you will have tneasn
heaven; then come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21). udes
able to see into the man’s deepest motivationssancket
idolatries, was telling him to get his compass tigihe
wanted to get his life right.

Salvation Army Food Closet

As a project of the Church and
Society Committee we are
collecting items needed by the
Salvation Army food closet. For
the next few weeks we will be
accepting non-perishable food
items. Another month we may
collect personal hygiene items,
and yet another month over the counter medicines, e
There is a container located near the church office
your items. Thank you for your support and donetio

W

Walk to Emmaus

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30
for our Bethany Reunion Group. We are brothers and
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about waek

and see how our spiritual journey is going. Sprin
men's and women's walks are quickly approachirig. |
you'd like to go on an Emmaus Walk please speak to
Pastor Steve. Dates for the upcoming Peninsula
Rainbow Emmaus Walks are as follows:

Women: April 30 - May 3, 2009 Application deadliise
March 30th

Women October 29-November 1st Application deadline
is September 29th

Men: October 8-11, 2009 Application deadline
is September8

District Day of Celebration

United Methodist Women
will have a District Day of
Celebration at Lower
UMC from 10 a.m.
12:00 noon on March 18

Guest speaker will be
Polly Boyette, “Life is a
Buffet so Save Room for
Dessert”. Offering for the
day will go to district

s

projects. All women of Bethany are invited to atte
For more information contact Marsha Miller (642-235
or Estelle Harris (642-4347).

The Book Corner

When Love Blooms by Robin Hatcher

Emily moves to Idaho to make her mark on the world
when she meets Gavin Blake. A Heartwarming
historical romance.

As We Forgive: Stories of Reconciliation from Rwand
by Catherine Larson

Can a country known for its radical brutality be@in
country known for an even more radical forgiveness?
Based on personal interviews and thorough reseasth,
We Forgivereturns to the boundary lines of genocide’s
wounds and traces the route of reconciliation alives

of Rwandans. This a haunting yet hopeful book yioat
soon won't forget.

In Search of Eden by Linda Nichols

Miranda DeSpain is a drifter who has been unable to
recover from a painful adolescent experience. W\4ien
wanders into Abingdon Virginia she meets an array
of Christian townsfolk. Spiritual themes of forgiess
and redemption are woven throughout this novel.
Search of Edenrecently received The Evangelical
Christian Publishers Association's Christian Book
Awards.

FAMILY MOVIE

In

Flywheelfrom the creators of Facing the Giants.

From the cover: "In Every Man's Life...There is a
Turning Point." Can Jay Austin, a man who liegatk
and manipulates, face the reality of how he lives h
life? Watch and see what happens when Jay tusis hi
life and his business over to God.



Call to Prayer and Self-Denial
On Tuesday, March 3, at 7
P.M. Bethany  United
Methodist Women of the
Naomi and Joy Circles will
be observing a Call to
Prayer and Self-Denial with
a program in the Warren
Belvin Fellowship Hall. We invite all women of the
church to join us as Christian Women in Fellowshifh
one another and with the world. Participants alecd
to forgo their evening meal (health permitting) dmithg
a piece of fruit and cheese to eat; doing so widitde us
to focus on God’s call to end hunger as individaaisg
as members of the United Methodist Church. Th
offering collected will support language and tedbgg
opportunities for women, children and youth in
marginalized communities. For information contac
Marsha Miller (642-9352) or Estelle Harris (642-434

D

What is UMFS?

UMFS stands for the United Methodist Family Sersice
which began in 1900 as the Virginia Annual Confeeen
Orphanage on West Broad Street in Richmond, VA. In
1951 it was renamed the Virginia Methodist Homeesin
its services changed more toward serving childnera o
temporary basis than an orphanage. In 1980 the= nam
was again changed to United Methodist Family Sesvic
of Virginia. UMFS offers treatment foster care for
emotionally, behaviorally, physically or medically
challenged youth, adoption services, and residentia
treatment programs for adolescents with emotiona],
behavioral, psychiatric and psychological problems.
UMES also supports children and families with invie
family services, mentoring, and counseling. UMBS i
affiliated with the Charterhouse School which ifubly
accredited and fully equipped school for youths htye
17 who are in the Residential Treatment Prograimerd
is also a Therapeutic Day Program in the school fg
youths 11-18 who are struggling with their commynit
school environment. Guardian Place, an independet
living community for seniors, is also affiliated tvi
UMFS. Log on towww.umfs.orgto learn more about
this life-touching organization.
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Focused Prayer Topics

Each Wednesday evening from 6:30 p.m. until 7:00. p.
a group of Bethany members meets for prayer in the
Mary Lotsey classroom. The first fifteen minutdgte
prayer time is devoted to praying for a single ¢opi
Topics for March are as follows:

March 4: “Recent Widows and Widowers”

March 11: “ Our Bethany Staff”

March 18: “The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR)”

March 25: “The Unchurched of Our Community”

Cell Phones & Ink Cartridges
Wondering what to do with that
old cell phone of yours? What
about your used ink cartridges? If
you aren'’t already recycling them,
bring them to church for the
United Methodist Women. As
part of the“Go-Green” initiative,
United Methodist Women are being asked to colleqgt
these used items to donate to Heart Havens for the
recycling program, just put them in the recyclingxb
next to the office. Thanks! And remember to reduc
reuse and recycle!

Kits for Conference

June is coming up shortly and before you know it,
Conference will be here and we will be busy stgffin
boxes with layette kits, health kits and schoads kiThe
Naomi Circle will be collecting items for schoolti
($11:00 for a kit), Joy Circle will be doing layetkits
($35.00 for a kit) and Lacey Martin Fellowship das
sponsoring health kits ($12.00 for a kit). Thisoise
area where everyone can be involved in contributing
either of these kits for conference, either withnetary
donations or with kit material donations. (The laol
store is a great place to shop for lots of thesast)

Layette Kits: Value $35.00 per kit

6 cloth diapers; 2 shirts or 2 one-piece body sRitzaby
washcloths; 2 gowns or sleepers; 2 diaper pins; 1
sweater open in the front; 2 receiving blankets.

Bundle the items inside one of the receiving blasmke
and secure with the diaper pins.

Health Kits: Value $12.00 per kit

1 hand towel (15 X 25 up to 17 X 27), no kitchewéts;

1 washcloth; 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocksstes

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards
toenail clippers); 1 bath-sized bar of soap (3amal up);

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapmo
child-size brushes); 6 adhesive plastic strip Igteri
bandages; $1.00 to purchase toothpaste (Note: UMCOR
Sager Brown is now purchasing toothpaste in bulkeo
added to health kits before shipping to ensure tihat
product does not expire before they are sent.)

School Kits: Value $11.00 per kit

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip); 3 pads (os®oleaf)
of 8 %2 X 11 ruled paper (construction paper no ésng
included); 1 30-centimeter ruler; 1 hand-held penci
sharpener; 6 unsharpened pencils with erasersiserer
2% " 1 box 24 crayons (only 24).

XYZ Programs

The XYZ March 18 program features Grady Toler,
singing favorite Irish songs. Grady was with usea f
years ago and presented a most enjoyable prograis1. T
is a covered dish meal.

XYZ April 15 meeting will begin at
11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary and will
feature “Women of the Bible” with
Shelia Willlams and others in
character and costume. This too is a
covered dish meal.

Sermons for March

March 1:*Developing Our Spiritual Muscles”
based on Mark 1:9-13
March 8:“A Cross for Me” based on Mark 8:34-38
March 15: “How Foolish Can You Be?”
based on | Corinthians 1:18-25
March 22:"Good Deeds Indeed”
based on Ephesians 2:1-10
March 29: “When Jesus Wept”
based on Hebrews 5:5-10




The Joy of Educational Opportunities . .
by Angela L. Daniel “Silver Star”

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way yoll wi
fulfill the law of Christ.” —Galatians 6:2

Virginia Indians were not provided
opportunities for a full high school
education until as late as the mid-
20"-century consequently there is
great pride and joy in Dalton Shayn
“Two Feathers” Custalow, the Great
Grandson of the late Chief Webster
“Little Eagle” Custalow, being
nominated by his teacher at West
Point Elementary School to attend
the prestigious People to People World Leadershi
Forum in Washington, D.C. Dalton is the first ot
from West Point Elementary School to be nominated f
this honor and the first Native American from thiea
to be invited to participate in this forum. Theum

advances leadership development in youth. Nominate

for his academic excellence and service to otlieisan
extraordinary educational opportunity for Dalton.

Dalton needs our assistance. The tuition andftegbe
weeklong forum is $2,500. The first deposit payhwn
$300 was paid by the Mattaponi Eagle Fund, royaltie

from the book;The True Story of Pocahontas, The Other

Side of History from the Sacred History of the ldptni
Reservation Peopleso-authored by his great-uncle Dr.
Linwood “Little Bear” Custalow, the first Virginia
Indian to become a medical doctor, and myself, Aamge
Daniel “Silver Star.” Dalton needs $2,200 more.

The foundation for American Heritage Voices hag
started a fund to cover the forum tuition. Tax-dztthle
contributions can be made to American Heritage ®®ic
(AHV), specified for “The Dalton Fund” to help make
this dream a reality for Dalton “Two Feathers.”e&de
mail your donations to help Dalton to American Ithye
Voices, c/o Angela Daniel “Silver Star, 5406 Ho@n,
Williamsburg, VA 23188.

For more information on the forum
see:http:/www.peopletopeople.com/OurPrograms/SLP/|
ages/default.aspx.

For more information on The Dalton Fund see:
http:/www.angiesilverstar/AHV/The_Dalton_Fund .html

Don’t forget to Pray

Definition of Pray or Prayer

To speak and make known one’s desires to GOD.
Prayer: the act of praying. Solemn giving Thankd a
praise to God, and a putting forward of requests.

Come pray with us Wednesday Evenings from 6:30-7:0
p.m. and Thursday mornings at 9:00 a.m.

Training for New Acolytes

Training will be held for new

acolytes on Thursday, March

12, at 7:00 p.m., in our church

sanctuary, led by our new

Acolyte Coordinator, Diane

White. All children grades 4

and higher are invited to serve

as acolytes at Bethany. Trained acolytes will b
scheduled to serve during one of the services onl&u
morning on a rotating basis. Please contact Darte
let her know of your child's interest at
dianemwhitel@cox.n&lr 804-815-5539.

U
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New Adult Membership Class

Pastor Steve will begin a new three-part membership
class for adults that will be held during the Sunda
School hour on the first three Sundays of Marcthe T
topics of the class are as follows:

March 1: “What It Means to Be a Christian”
March 8: “What It Means to Be a United Metlsdd
March 15: “What it Means to Be a Bethany Mertibe

The class is designed to prepare adults to become
members of Bethany UMC, although anyone is welcome
to attend the class without any obligation to jdlire
church. The classes will be held from 9:45 un@il4b

a.m. in the first partitioned classroom in the \earr
Belvin Fellowship Hall.

Putting a Face on “the Church with the

Bells”

On Saturday morning, March 28, members of Bethany

Church will do door-to-door visitation in one ofeth
neighborhoods off Hayes Road.
We will offer the ministries of
Bethany to those without a church
home and leave with them a flier
listing our Holy Week activities.
Those willing to visit will meet at
Bethany at 10:15 a.m. for prayer,
before we go out two-by-two.

Persons with a warm smile and a loving heart arigeid

to join us! For further information, please comtadane

Niethamer at 757-273-1613.

A Caring Church

Bethany has 647 members. Some of them are inlchurc
every Sunday unless they are sick or out of towmes
attend occasionally; still others attend rarelyot at all.

We are all, however, members of the church fanaihd

the body of Christ, at Bethany. Whenever you see
another member of your church

family, be sure to let them know that

you care for them. If you have not

seen them in a while ask how they are

doing. Inform Pastor Steve or one of

the members of the Membership Care

Ministries Team if you have a need or hear of an
unfulfilled church family need. We want to care for all
our members. Each name on our roll is a personmvho
God loves and one to whom he has asked us, as his
followers, to show our love and care.

Your Membership Care Team:
Sandra Harvey, Chairperson
Darlene Bauschatz
Jean Heywood
Donna Andersen
Charlotte Cecil
Alan Harvey
JoAnne Lewis
Kris Kent
Sondra Colbert
Frances Brown



HARAIAL
YOUTH
GROUP
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Sunday, March®i, 8", 22" 29th: Bible Study 5:00pm
until 6:00pm. Dinner/MYF 6:00pm until 7:30pm.

March 13" — 18" Youth Blackstone Retreat. Please
contact Sondra for details @ 804-642-0467

No MYF/Bible Study on March T5due to Blackstone
Retreat!

Sunday, March8& 29" — Special Guest Speaker
Marsha Miller 6:30pm until 7:30pm

Youth had a blast bowling

On Friday, February™ 25 Bethany Youth and six very
brave adults enjoyed a night of bowling, fellowshapd
lots of fun at the annual youth district bowlingkan!

A very special thank you to Sandy Fox, Annette &
Dennis Greene, Diane White, and Cyndi Rhoades for
staying up all-night and chaperoning many excieshs.
| also want to thank Kris Kent, Blair Hasty, SidxDn,
and Mike Andersen for sacrificing their weekendeple
to transport Bethany’s Youth!

Over $1400 raised for Helping Hands

Words cannot express how appreciative | am t
everyone that supported Bethany's Youth Dinnef
Theater by donating
food (vegetables, bread,
butter, delicious pound
cakes), money, and
many hours of hard
work to make this event
successful! Your
contributions will make
it possible for Bethany’s Youth to help others dgrthis
summer’s Helping Hands Mission Camp!

|=)

A very special thanks to the following people Normg
Taylor & Dawn McDade for providing all the beautifu
table decorations for the dinner theater; LoreemnaP@r
her hard work, and providing costumes; Sandy & Bo
Fox for providing food and supplies.

O

The following wonderful people put many hours in
setting up, serving, cooking, and cleaning up: iBlatr
Kiley, Sue Morecock, Dawn Cluts, Dawn McDade,
Steve McDade, Norma Taylor, Loreen Paiva, Michael
Booth, Mike Andersen, Dennisa Booth, Levi Cluts,
Annette & Dennis Greene, Sandy & Bob Fox, Ann
LeMay, Theresa Polk, Laura & Bobby Polk, Lisa Hasty
Linda & Wendell Fletcher, Ashleigh Polk, Denise
Campbell, Gabriella Campbell, Robert Rhoades, Bain
Shultz, Colleen LeMay, Tom & Charla Barnard,
Kennedy Wilburn, Megan Zens, Noel Gardner, Laura &
Doug Vaughan, Trip Vaughan, Kevin Kiley, and
Michael Colbert

Special thanks to our fabulous cast that brougighger
to many on Friday and Saturday night! Your months @
hard work and dedication are extremely appreciated:
Mike & Matt Sage, Michelle & Cheyenne Taylor,
Kimberly Paiva, Joshua Hasty, Kirsten Campbell] 8oe
Hannah Kidd, Emily & Austin White, Stephanie &
Jonathon Wood, Michael & C.J. Johnson, Jordan Clut
Brandi Westerfield, Hunter Tipton, Elisabeth Drake
Bridget Polk, and David Campbell!

UJ

Thank you to Laura and Theresa Polk for providing a
delicious dinner for Bethany’s youth! Your contous
kindness and generosity has blessed many overatste p
years. Thank you again for all that you do andehav
done for our youth.

Thank you Ms. Charlotte Cecil for all of your suppo
before, during, and after the Youth Dinner Theater!
Your love for the youth is extremely obvious to thiat
know you. We are so blessed to have you in oer lif

-We love you! Bethany Youth

A huge thank you to all the following businesseat th
supported Bethany’s Dinner Theater through their
generous donations: Pizza Hut, Gloucester Point
Gloucester Wal-Mart, and Barry McDade of Marva
Maid Dairy.

Youth Beach Party was a Huge Success
Many thanks go out to Jim and Gerlinde Stevens for
treating Bethany Youth to a day at an extravagesont

in Virginia Beach! The youth enjoyed swimming in a
large heated pool, relaxed in a luscious Jacuzml, a
finally ended a perfect day by spending time on the
beautiful beach! The youth and | truly appreciateiry
kindness and generosity- Sondra Colbert

| thought going to &
Virginia Beach was a
great idea from the
start. For one thing |
love the beach, and |
love hanging out with
my friends in the youthYoU{h Sw|m Pdl’"('._)"
group. | still can't
believe that we fit like twenty some-odd teens in
three vehicles to get us there; | sincerely thdm t
adults who had the guts to do it. The facilitiegave
absolutely amazing. Whether it was the hot tub, the
heated pool, or the sauna (by the way it was tisé fi
time I'd ever gotten in a sauna). The pool deck had
a spectacular view of the entire city. After aleth
poolside fun ended, we retreated to a “game/ party
room” for sandwiches and cake. When we were
through eating, it was time to pack up and leave,
and what's a trip to the beach without actually
going down to the beach? We spent a good fifteen
minutes ocean-side before taking a group picture on
the boardwalk. Then we all packed into the
vehicles, and headed home with the memories we
each will cherish and remember for years to come

- Joel Kidd

| had a great time at the hotel pool. it was fun!
-Colleen LeMay

The hotel in VA Beach was very nice and | had agre
time! -Clinton

| had a good time at the Virginia Beach trip. Itsva
lots of fun. The pool was very nice. | liked the
sauna there. It was very hot and soothing. The hot
tub was great too! David Campbell

| really enjoyed the trip we had a couple weeks ago

Ms. Gerlinde and Mr. Jim’s timeshare. It's realige

how people like them can really show the youth how

have a fun and safe time. Hopefully we should sere

soon and get to have some more fun like last time.
-Levi Cluts

(Continued on back)



(Continued)

| had a great time in the pool and out on the deckn
though it was COLD! The beach was a lot of funuo r
around on too. It was a lot of fur- Dennisa Booth

It was nice of Ms. Gerlinda & Mr. Jim to sponsairo
- Matt & Mike Sage

| would like to thank Ms. Gerlinda and Mr. Jim for
taking us to the beach. The things | liked at Vi@
Beach are the sun, the view of the beach and mtrsly
big indoor heated pool -Michael Johnson

I enjoyed spending time with my friends in Virginia
Beach! | really enjoyed Ms. Gerlinde’s 70th Birtlgda
Party -Cheyenne Taylor

MYF Dinners
Every Sunday night we have 25-30 teenagers thae cor
to Bethany to study God’'s word and they comg
HUNGRY. If you belong to a group here at Bethany
please speak with them to see if perhaps your grol
would be willing to feed the youth several timegear.
You do not have to cook — sandwiches are fine, er w
take monetary donations as well. If you would ltke
prepare something that would be wonderful! | viodl
contacting you about this in the future or feekfte call
me. Please think about it.
Thank you, Sue Morecock (757-875-1603)

Children’s Ministry

Participants in February’'s

Children’s Church visited

last month’s “Children’s

Ministries Interactive

Bulletin Board” in the

education wing and made their thoughts known about
love. We also had a few other visitors drop bgliare
their ideas....thank you!!

Q. What is your answer to “Love is....."?

Katie says, “Love is hugging your family.”

Kassiesays, “Love is being with Sissy.”

Connor says, “Love is a surprise.”

Austin says “Love makes me feel happy.”

Kate says, “Love is going to see your family.”

Nataleighsays, “Love is hugging your family.”

Afton says, “Love is being patient.”

Mr. Kent says, “Love is being surrounded by family.”

Ellanah says, “Love is kissing your family.”

Shelbysays, “Love makes me feel good.”

Mrs. Kentsays, “Love is happy kids.”

C.J. says, “God loving everyone.”

Robertsays, “Love is church and God.”

The Thayer’ssay, “Love is being surrounded by

your family.”

Joelsays, “Love is knowing someone is always there

for you.”

Anonymous 1: “Love means not having to say you're
sorry.”

“Love is God.”

“Love is time spent with family.”

“God is like Valentine’s Day; He's

in the air.”

Anonymous 2:
Anonymous 3:
Anonymous 4:

=
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Bible Buddies

Bible Buddies for all third, fourth and fifth grackewill
meet for dinner, fun, fellowship and Bible studyn8ay,
March F' and 1% from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Our Lenten
discussion will be in full swing so bring your bébénd a
friend and we will see you then!

Miss Kris and Miss Jane

HERE IT IS FOLKS!
THE LONG ANTICIPATED, MUCH
WAITED VBS MEETING OF '09!!

| know you can hardly wait, so let's
not put it off any longer! Come to
the Warren Belvin fellowship Hall

Wednesday, March 25gh at 7:30
p.m. to find out all the details of this
summer’s fantastic VBS!

Mark your calendars! Hope to see

1P

you then!

Camper Kris
642-6438/kentcrew@cox.net

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

On Sunday, March 22, at both worship services, @wsth
will receive its annual “One Great Hour of Sharing”
offering.  This offering, taken on this Sunday in
churches throughout our denomination, providester
administrative needs of the central and regionatex

of UMCOR (The United Methodist Committee on
Relief). Because of the One Great Hour of Sharing
offering, all dollars contributed for UMCOR relief
efforts during the year can be applied 100% topihiet

of the need and not be used for overhead, advegtisr
executive salaries. (Giving to the One Great Holur
Sharing is considered over and above one’s normal
giving to support the church budget.)

Organ Fund Established

Last November the Bethany United Methodist Organ
Fund was officially established as a designatedi floy
our Administrative Board. Our current Allen didita
organ is functioning quite well and may have an
additional life of 15 — 20 years before needingbt®
replaced. However, when that time comes, the @ioat
new organ, whether a pipe organ or a digital varietll
require a tremendous outlay of money. Establisking
organ fund at this time provides the opportunity tfoe
steady  accumulation  of

special contributions,

memorial gifts, and bequests

over a period of many years,

with the hope that when a new

instrument is needed, Bethany

will be well on its way to

funding its purchase.



Bethany Welcomes Fourteen New

Members

During the month of February, Bethany UMC was

blessed to receive 14 new members into the churg
family. Twelve were received
on February 8:

David and Beth Belvin
displaced by fire, are currently
living in the Esther Thompson
Cottage at 2215 Heywood
Lane in Bena, while their
home is rebuilt. Their mailing
address is 7598 Crab Thicket
Rd. in Gloucester (684-5026).
David is a contractor with
Before & After Construction,
while Beth is a medical
assistant in the emergency room at Riverside Walts
Reed Hospital. David is the stepson of Bethany be¥m
Pete Dunston. David was baptized and joined b
Profession of Faith. Beth transferred her memidyersh
from Indian View Baptist Church in King and Queen
County. The Belvins have seven children and thre
grandchildren.

Maxine Bellows lives at 1664 Skiffes Creek Circle in
Williamsburg (757-243-8224). She recently moved
south from New York State where she was a member
Foothills UMC in Gloversville, NY. She transferrbdr

membership to Bethany. Maxine is a retired schog
teacher and a recent widow.

Ed and Susan Connereside at 5346 Glebe Hall Rd. in
Gloucester (693-3522). Ed grew up in Bethany Churc
and was confirmed here in 1953. Both he and Sasan
transferring to Bethany from Wesley UMC in Hampton
Ed is self-employed and works as a graphic designe
Susan is an accountant with Grass Roots LLC. The
have one grown son, Aaron. Ed enjoys participating
Volunteers in Mission projects.

Jim and Betty Durrette transferred their membership
from Laurel Hill UMC in Richmond. They reside at
8365 Oyster Cove Rd. in Hayes (642-1598). Jim is
supervisor for Branscome Inc., while Betty is 4
homemaker. They have two children and twg
grandchildren.

Karleen Frederick transferred her membership from
Foothills UMC in Gloversville, NY. Karleen, her
husband Richard, her daughter Sarah, and her sob Ja
live at 6676 Wharfview Ct. in Hayes (684-5632). eSh
works as a deli clerk at Farm Fresh. Karleen an
Maxine are sisters.

Linda Hall resides at 3177 Horse Rd., in Hayes (642

5228). She is the cafeteria manager at Abingdo
Elementary School. Linda received the sacrament
baptism and joined the church by Profession ofhrait
She is a recent widow.

Richard Parkes resides at 5 Priorslee Lane,
Williamsburg (757-564-0088). He grew up in Bethany
Church and was confirmed here in 1957. Richarcksvor
as a sales agent for Colonial Williamsburg and i
transferring his membership from Williamsburg UMC.
Richard is single again.

Kevin and Crystal Thompsonlive at 2111 Sarahs Cove
Dr. in Hayes (540-818-7966). Kevin is the propmief
Outback Steakhouse in Newport News, and Crystal is
stay-at-home mom. They have a six-month-old so
named Carter. Crystal received the sacrament

h
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baptism and joined by Profession of Faith. Kevin

transferred his membership to Bethany.

On Sunday, Feb. 22, two additional members joined:
Lonnie and Sandra Byrd live at 1756 Sawgrass Pointe
Dr. in Hayes (642-3201). Lonnie works as an
Emergency Preparation consultant for Medresolve, a
self-owned corporation. Sandra manages the peacfic
Dr. Kokorelis, periodontist. Lonnie is receivinget
sacrament of baptism and joining by Professionaithi-
Sandra is transferring her membership from First@M
in Fox Hill (Hampton).

New Members in the Chancel Choir

In recent months the Chancel Choir has been emtiche
by the addition of two new members. Gloria Atwedls
added her lovely voice to the soprano section, Eord
Beaudoin beefs up the tenors. Both Gloria and Tom
have become members of Bethany in the past year.
Welcome!

Planning for Our Own Dying
One of the greatest gifts that any
of us could give to a loved one
is to plan out how we would like
the events associated with the
end of our life to look like,
including medical directives,
funeral wishes, and one’s will.
An excellent workshop will be offered giving loadé
practical guidance on these matters at White Marsh
Baptist Church (5123 George Washington Memorial
Hwy) on Saturday, March 7, from 8:30 a.m. until 12
noon. Entitled “Homeward Bound” the workshop is
offered by Christian Community Services, Inc. &
no charge for the workshop, but pre-registration is
required. Please contact Gail Kerns at 693-587@-or
mail christiancommunity@cox.néb register.




Pastor’s Column: “Observing a
Holy Lent”

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild besig; a
the angels waited on hifMark 1:12-13).

With the arrival of Ash
Wednesday on February 25, we
have come to the season of the
Church Year known as Lent. Lent
is a 40-day period of penitence
and spiritual preparation before
Easter. Now if you happen to
count the calendar days between
Ash Wednesday and Easter you will discover thatt Len
actually lasts for 46 days, but the six Sundaysndur
Lent are not counted, since they are considered day
joyous celebration and not days of penitence. fohg
days reminded the early church of the forty day th
Jesus fasted in the wilderness, the forty daysEhgth
fasted in the wilderness (1 Kings 19:8), and theyfo
days that Moses fasted atop Mt. Sinai (Exodus 34:28
Observances of an extended period of fasting before
Easter are documented as early as the fourth geimtur
certain sectors of the church.

During the early centuries Lent was observed
with a strict practice of daily fasting as an acpenance
in sorrow for one’s sins. Only one meal, eatee latthe
day was permitted, and meat, fish, eggs, and mil
products were forbidden. In later years the dhurc
relaxed its practice of fasting. Today Roman Clitko
are instructed to fast on Ash Wednesday and Goqd
Friday and to abstain from meat on Fridays duriegtL
John Wesley considered fasting to be an importartt p
of a Methodist’s life, and he personally fasted eorac
week. To Wesley, fasting was an appropriate way {
express sorrow for one’s sins and penitence fc
overindulgence in eating and drinking. He belietreat
fasting also benefited one’s devotional life byoaling
more time for prayer. Wesley also believed thaheyo
that might have been spent on food and drink migh
profitably be given to the poor.
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The United Methodist Church does not have
official guidelines on how individuals should obser
Lent. The church does not declare that everyosetdna
fast or abstain from certain foods. United Metlstsli
may choose other ways to practice self-denial, sagch
abstaining from television-watching or shopping of
socializing. Some persons find that the most nregui
way of entering into the spirit of Lent is not tivey
something up, but to take on something new. Some
United Methodists engage in additional devotional
practices and increase their prayer time to th@nitsal
profit. Others take on some new charitable work of
voluntary service during Lent that directly bergfihe
poor and needy.

I hope that each of you will consider making the
40 days of Lent special this year by trying som& ne
discipline or practice that is not already a pdryaour
daily routine. It will be an opportunity for spiial
growth for you. Even our Lord grew through his iy
wilderness experience, facing down evil and remaini
faithful to his heavenly Father. Why should we sidar
ourselves exempt from self-discipline and self-dihi

Pastor Steve

Parsonage Bathroom Renovated

The master bathroom at the church parsonage was
completely renovated in December and January. The
small room, 4'10” by 7'6”, had a tub with showergé-
standing sink, toilet, and three small wall shelv@he
renovation involved transforming the tub into agkr
tiled shower, adding four attractive wooden catsirfet
storage, adding an exhaust fan, replacing thet toite a
quick-flush model, replacing the sink, and repaigtihe
walls. The entire cost of the renovation was ffaicbut

of the generous bequest of Lois Smith. PastoreSaewd
Susan are grateful to the trustees for this wondlerf
improvement to the parsonage.

WindsorMeade
Retirement

Community Opens
WindsorMeade, an upscale
full service retirement
community, operated by the
Virginia United Methodist
Homes, opened in
Williamsburg in 2008. This is the newest of ouritdd
Methodist retirement communities in the confereaicd
joins existing homes in
Norfolk, Richmond, Onancock (Eastern Shore),
Roanoke, and Alexandria. WindsorMeade offers
independent living (villas or apartments), assisiadg,
and nursing care all on the same campus, and ieslud
all the amenities of the nicer retirement faciitie the
area. A free tour of the facility can be arrandsd
calling Jonni Aguirre, marketing director, at (7591-
3615. Detailed information packets are available
through our Hermitage Guild representatives, Ckarle
and Linda Enroughty (642-9910).

To know the love of God personally through Jesus
Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our community
and the world.



