1860 Hayes Road
P.O. Box 527
Gloucester Point, VA 23062
Office 804-642-2110
The Rev. Stephen E Young, Pastof

Return Service Requested

Mailed on May 22, 2009

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. Postage Paid
Gloucester Point, VA
23062
Permit No. 1

JUNE, 2009

Pastor’'s Column: Revisiting the Apostles’ Creed

In the first church where | did field education, ewhl was in my first
year of seminary, the senior pastor was preachingeranon series on the
Apostles’ Creed. He was taking a different linetlod creed each Sunday and
interpreting it for the congregation. Now that waafong time ago—1971! At
that time in that church, as in many others, thesNps Creed was recited
without fail every Sunday. Thanks to such regulkgpetition, most United
Methodists had committed the Apostles’ Creed to orgm

Over the years United Methodist churches have eeldar their use of
the Apostles’ Creed. Some churches rotate the thggdsCreed with other
affirmations of faith that are included in The WdtMethodist Hymnal. Others
use the creed infrequently, if at all. When | camdethany and reviewed the

previous six months of bulletins, the Apostles’ €&tavas rarely used in our order of service. Yowehzbserved

that | did not alter that practice.

However, having recently completed facilitation afthirty-week study of Christian doctrine entitled
“Christian Believer” has caused me to reconsidat stance. More than ever | have an appreciatiorthe
doctrines of the church that from its earliest dagse been passed on from generation to generatidme
Apostles’ Creed is certainly one of those treaswfedoctrine. Its rudimentary form goes back atsteto the
middle of the second century, when in the Romanr€hoandidates for baptism were asked:

Do you believe in God the Father almighty?

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, wdborn by the Holy Spirit from the Virgin Mawho
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, died, and rag@in on the third day, living from among the deaak]
ascended into the heavens, and sat at the righd bhthe Father, and will come to judge the livartd the

dead?

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, in the holy ctlurand in the resurrection of the flesh?
Obviously, that old interrogative form of the creeas been changed to declaratory form, and itseobtias been
amended over the years. The Apostles’ Creed reathpresent-day wording by the early@&ntury.

It occurs to me that it is high time to resurréa Apostles’ Creed at Bethany. To that end, earid&®y of

summer we will be using the Apostles’ Creed inworship services. In addition, | will be preachemgwvelve-part
sermon series on the Apostles’ Creed each Sun@iayenrich the messages | will be making use ofitbghts of
scholars from three different denominational baokgds, Anglican, Lutheran, and United Methodistpwiave
recently written fresh studies on the creed. Esetmon will not only include an explanation of theginal
meaning of a line of the creed, but also an atteamphow its relevance for today. | invite youtttiful attendance
this summer as we revisit the Apostles’ Creed.

A servant of Christ,

. Sermons for June

»June 7 “I Believe in God the Father Almighty”

i based on Psalm 89:5-14

June 14 “Creator of Heaven and Earth”

| based on Psalm 104:1-24

i June 21 “I Believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son,
Our Lord” based on Matthew 16:13-17

1 June 28 “Conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the
' Virgin Mary” based on Matthew 1:28-

Prayer Focuses for June

June 3 High School and College Graduates
June 10 Annual Conference

June 17 Churches Receiving New Pastors
June 24 Unity in the Church



Bethany Methodist Men and Youth

Yard Sale
On Saturday, June 3 the
United Methodist Men and
the youth are sponsoring a
yard sale. Hours will be 8:00
AM to 1:00 PM. We will
have coffee, doughnuts, chips
and soft drinks for sale in
addition to the usual items.
Every member is encouraged
to donate clean, sellable items. The church vélbpen
and workers will be on duty to accept your donate
items between 5PM and 7PM Monday thru Thursdal
(8th_11th).
Help will be available to transport large and/olawne
items to the church during these hours. To recelgt
or for other questions, please call Alan Harvey -684

2790, Milton Hudgins 642-5622, Tom Barnard 693-746%

or Mike Andersen 642-2582.

Stewardship Nugget

Sacred Elements

In one of the highest forms of communion with Goe,
take a little piece of bread in our hand—plain pady
bread—and a little glass with ordinary grape juitét.
From that event and experience, we draw the deepg
meaning of our faith—the capacity of our Lord, ¥esu
Christ, to come into our life. When we pick up engil
and a financial commitment card during an annus
stewardship campaign in our congregation each year,
should treat them in those moments as holy objéats.
those seconds they represent the commitment offfeur
to Jesus Christ in response to what he has donesfor

Note of Appreciation

George and | want to thank our Bethany family foe t
loving support, the cheering get well cards, the
wonderful dinner brought to us by the Friendshipgs|
and the ongoing prayers during George’'s recovaemnfr
back surgery. We have an awesome God and an gqua
awesome church family.

RADA Knives

The JOY Circle is again taking orders for Rada énif
items. June is traditionally the month for gradnad
and weddings, so think gifts. To see a catalodgoor
place an order, call Janet Chapin 642-6822. Ords
deadline is June's

Congratulations

Congratulations to Jackie Hampton on the birthvwoht
granddaughters born on May 12 to son Wade arn
Jennifer. Sydney Jane weighed 5Ib 110z., and @Gaée
Anne weighed 5Ib 70z. Both were 18 %2 inches long.

Apologies for the Omission

In the MayBannerwe left out the names of several
of our young people who graduated from college i
May. Omitted were Ashley Gayle, with a Masterg
degree in History from Virginia Commonwealth
University; Amanda Gayle, with a Bachelors degre
in Hospitality and Tourism Management from
Virginia Tech; and Ashley Reams, with a Bachelor
degree in Political Science and Far East Studies
from Mary Washington University.

Samaritan Offering to be Received on
June 21

The Samaritan Offering, a charitable offering given
annually to benefit our United Methodist Homes | \é
received on Sunday, June 21, at both services at
Bethany. The Samaritan offering enables residants
any of our Virginia Conference retirement homes who
have outlived their financial resources to contitmiéve

in the home.

Ten Persons Complete Christian Believer

Course

Ten persons have completed the 30-week Christian
Believer course led by Pastor Steve. During thesm
they studied the major doctrines of the Christiharch,
through video presentations, pertinent Bible regslin
and samplings of the church’'s greatest theologians.
Completing the course were: Sue Morecock, Carol
Johnson, Doris Courtney, Jeff Lane, Gene Harrell,
Sondra Colbert, Kay Williamson, Jane Niethamer,
Gloria Atwell, and Kathleen Greene. Congratulation

-

RDYC to Sing at Bethany!

The marvelous Rappahannock District

Youth Choir will present a concert at Bethany on
Sunday evening, July 5. Please mark your
calendars now, so that you do not miss this
inspirational treat!

St

Bethany Member

Herb Thornton

Dies

The congregation  of
Bethany UMC sends its
deepest condolences to
Gwen Thornton on the
death of her husband Herb, a member of Bethan sinc
1992. Herb passed away on Mdy &nhd was buried at
Peninsula Memorial Park. Prior to his passing ad h
been a resident of Bayside Convalescent Center in
Poquoson.

U

Annual Conference Begins on June 14

The Virginia Annual Conference will convene on
Sunday, June 14, at the Scope
in Norfolk, and continue
through Wednesday noon,
June 17. Representing
Bethany UMC at the
conference with voting rights
will be Rev. Steve Young and
Lay Member, Alan Harvey. Delegates from the
Rappahannock District include Bethany members
Marsha Miller and Timothy Hart. At annual conferen
new pastors are licensed, commissioned, and omdlaine
the conference budget is approved; members of
conference boards and agencies are elected; atatpas
are appointed to their churches for the next yeane
major initiative that will be presented for votellviie a
capital funds program to raise $15,000,000 in our
conference to start 250 new faith communities dkier
next 30 years. This year's conference theme ig'sLe
Get Growing: More Diverse People.” lllustratinget
push toward diversity, our two conference preactdss
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Congratulations to each of these Bethany women!



year at conference (besides our bishop) are Koaedn
African-American. With the exception of the clergy
executive session, all meetings and services aa tp
any interested persons. The agenda for annu
conference will be posted on our church bulletiardo

Kits for Conference to BeConsecrated

on June 7

Thanks to the efforts of several of our Sunday $tho
classes, women'’s circles, and individuals, Bethailly
be taking several boxes of school kits, health, kitsd
baby layettes to Annual Conference from where the
will be shipped to UMCOR'’s Sager Brown Depot wherg
they will be available for emergency distributian reeed
arises. We will consecrate those kits during tloesip
service on June 7. Please bring your completetdit
church prior to that day! A list of items to beclinded in
each kit is printed in last monthBanner.

Three Young People Baptized and

Confirmed
On May 10 it was our joy to
welcome three new young people
into the membership of our church.
They were Johnathan Wood, his
sister Stephanie Wood, and
Michael Johnson. All three of them
completed nine  weeks  of
confirmation training led by the
pastor, and all received the
sacrament of baptism by immersion
on May 5. Johnathan, Stephanie,
and Michael were introduced to the church throumgirt
participation in our youth group.
Stephanie are the children of Heather Ulmschneatat,
Michael is the son of Betty Johnson. Each of them
completing the 8 grade at Page Middle School.
Welcome!

Pastor Leads New Membership Class
Pastor Steve will lead a new class for person
considering membership at Bethany. The classébavil
held during the Sunday School hour (9:45 until 50:4
a.m.) on June 7, 14, and 21. The class topics"&#uat

it means to be a Christian,” “What it means to be
United Methodist,” and “What it means to be a Batha
member.” The class will meet in one of the pami&d
classrooms in our fellowship hall. Please conRedtor
Steve if you have questions (832-0979).

Rising 68" Graders to be Recognized on

June 14

It is a big deal when young people finish the fififade.
Of course they become eligible to enter Middle $tho
in the fall. But more important for our church gram,
rising 68" graders become eligible to join our wonderful
Youth Group. On Sunday, June 14, we will recogniz
our rising &' graders during the worship service as the)
“graduate” from Bible Bibles and join our UMYF.

Fathers Recognized on June 21

June 2% is Father's Day, and as part of both worshiyg
services that morning, our United Methodist Menl wil
recognize several fathers in our congregation wit
special gifts. Don’t miss it!

TBD Class Plants Flowers
Thanks to the efforts of the TBD Sunday School slag

Johnathan and
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(“Think”, “Be”, “D0”), lovely flowers have been plged

on the Hayes Road side of the Warren Belvin Felhdgvs
Hall. Please be sure to notice them the next yioweare

at church, and thank one of the hardworking class
members:  Sid, Vicki, Harvey, Mary, Judith, Ann,
Susan, Sandy, Leann, or Ed.

Bible Studies

Women'’s Bible Study

We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word
for our lives. Come and join us as we grow in our
knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ. We a
just beginning a new study on learning about God's
Wisdom. We meet in the Faith Classroom on Monday
evenings from 7-8:30pm

Men’s Bible Study

We are currently studying the Sermon on the Mount.
Come and join us for fellowship and study! We afsva
have room for more men. You can join us anytime,,,
Don't wait until we start another book! We meet on
Monday’s from 7-8:30pm in the Journey Classroom.
We will not meet during the months of July or Augus

Walk to Emmaus

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30
for our Bethany Reunion Group. We are brothers and
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about waek
and see how our spiritual journey is going.

Church Picnic to Bring Us Together
Bethany will hold its
annual picnic this year on
Saturday, June 27, at
Gloucester Point Beach
Park, from 4:00 p.m.
until 9:00 p.m. Sponsored
by the Family Ministries
Committee, the picnic is
an opportunity for our

growing congregation to mix, mingle, and get to \kno

one another, while having a fun time at a lovelyakion
just a mile from our church!

Growing churches like ours have to make an inteatio
effort to plan activities to bring together the man
groups of our church, or else the togethernesslgimp



won't happen! Think how many different groups we|
have at Bethany now. We have two different
congregations each Sunday morning. We have a lar
youth group. We have a children’s fellowship group
We have nine different adult Sunday School clas¥és.
have a men's and women’s Bible Study. We have
men’s fellowship group and two women’s circles. We
have five ministry teams. We have a choir. Altluése
wonderful groups meet separately and do great $homg
their own. In addition to these established growps
have a group of hew members coming into our churg
every few months. How will we ever get to know one
another, if we never schedule events that bring U
together? Our annual church picnic is an opparguor

us to make church togetherness happen!

Now the specifics. Bethany has reserved the shalte
Gloucester Point Beach Park from 4 p.m. until 9.ppom
June 27. There are great opportunities at the frark
sunbathing, swimming, fishing from the pier, playin
volleyball, and using the children’s playgroundaké& a
short hike along the Point Walk, an interpretivellwa
along the York River. Or just lounge on a beachirch
and watch the boats go up and down the river. e he
will be organized games for children. At the picmie

will recognize Bethany members who have joined the

church since our last picnic. If someone bringgigar,
we hope to end the evening by singing some Chnistig
songs together.

Supper is scheduled for 5 p.m. Family Ministried w
provide the meat (hamburgers and hot dogs) and t
beverages. Every family is asked to bring withnhe
casserole or other family-sized dish to share witters.

Salads, vegetables, and desserts are welcome! T

concession stand will be open; outdoor showers afe

provided; and restrooms are nearby.

To get to Gloucester Point Beach Park, turn lefthat
Lafayette Heights traffic signal toward VIMS. Turn
right on Greate Road and drive until the road esmu$
parking lots are visible. Come for an hour, or ecior
five hours. Bring your family, your friends, anddesh.
What a great way to show your love for Bethany UM(
and your willingness to celebrate its unity!

Rappahannock District Choir to Sing

at Bethany
The Rappahannock District
Youth Choir, a choir of
youth from the
Rappahannock district of
the United Methodist
Church, will perform at
Bethany on July 5, 2009 at
7:30pm. Come out and
support these wonderful young people and you will
leave extremely blessed! The Rappahannock District
(cont.)
Youth Choir (RDYC) is a choir of United Methodist
youth from all over the Rappahannock District. The
purpose of RDYC is to provide a way for the
Rappahannock District  Youth to fulfill the
responsibilities as a district youth in a way thédt help
themselves, their churches and their district. &ofeour
wonderful youth will represent Bethany in the choir
Host families are needed to house youth after tineert
for the night. Please contact Sondra if you arerédted
in hosting two or more youth, feeding them brealkfas
and bringing them back to Church the next morning.
Your help would be greatly appreciated!

Blessings, Sondra (804-6487)

b€ Youth upcoming events
June7th: Jon Cash and Verge at Bethany beginning at
5:00pm until 7:30pm! Reception will follow. Pleasee

@ flyer for details

June 14th & 21st - Busch Gardens featuring Third
Day, Newsboys, and more! Van will leave following
11:00am Church service. Please bring sack lunch and

N drink to eat on the way. We are also asking forations
of chips, drinks, cookies for these trips. Sandeschvill

S be provided during dinner time. Contact Sondrabii y
would like to attend this event. Chaperones are
needed for this trip.

Youth and Parent Pool Party

Bethany youth to have a Pool party from 2:00pm -
6:00pm on June 28th This wonderful event will bé&dhe
at Sarah Creek hosted by Jane and Fred Niethamer!
Donations of side dishes, water, soda, and desagrts
needed! Please contact Sondra for further details.

Due our many Sunday activities and events, Bible
Study or MYF will not meet in the Month of June!
Sorry for any inconvenience that this may cause.

C

We Appreciate You!

A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to Ginny Wilburn;

'® Lydia Tipton; Patricia Kidd, Loreen Paiva; Juanita
Holloway; Betty Johnson Norma Taylor; Dawn McDade
for providing and serving dinner in the month ofyMa

he many hungry teens!

Bethany Youth would also like to express their dstp
appreciation to XYZ for their very generous donatio
toward an upcoming youth dinner! You have all truly
blessed and will bless many hearts and stomachs!

You are Awesome!

Thank you Douglas and Ray Doggett once again for
your many hours of hard work cleaning the inside an
outside of the Bethany van! It is so shiny andmcjéa
thought we had a new van at Bethany! May God bless
you for your continuous love and dedication!

All trails lead to

We're getting close to the time when the halls of
Bethany will be filled with eager, energetic
campers and your help is still needed!!

Please attend the "second-to-last"
VBS Planning Meeting
Thursday, June 25th at 7:00 pm.

Trek on God's Children,
TREK ON!

~Camper Kris~
642-6438/kentcrew@cox.net




Thank you to all that contributed to or
were bidders at the Bible Buddies Silent
Auction in May!

The children were able to donate nearly
$400.00 to
The United Methodist Children's Mission
Fund!!
What a giving, loving church we have
which is dedicated to setting great
examples for our children to follow!

~With much appreciation from all of
Bethany's Bible Buddies~

PLEASE NOTE!
The Class of '09 Bible Buddies will hold their last
session June 7, 2009 at 5:00 pm!!
Come an hour early as we'll be joining the
Youth Rally!!
See you there!
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Help Needed in Youth Ministry

Volunteers needed for the upcoming June 13th, Nhen a
Youth Yard Sale at Bethany United Methodist Church
Help is need Monday through Thursday beginning Jun
8th from 5:00pm until 8:00 to accept and price gem
Your help would also be greatly appreciated on dyrid
June 12th from 6:00pm until 8:00pm for last minutg
preparation and 8:00am untii  2:00pm on
Saturday, June 13th for the sale! Please contaudtr8af
you are interested in volunteering.

Volunteers needed to help pick up and drop off lyaut
Sunday mornings. Youth Sunday School Teacher and
Sunday evening chaperones are needed once a month
Your help would be truly appreciated. Please Cdntac
Sondra at 804-642-0467 stcO01@cox.net you are
willing to helping in the youth ministry.

Finger food donation would be greatly appreciated f
the reception following the June 7th Youth Rallyuy
help with this event would be greatly appreciateldlase

you are able and willing to help out with this etven
Thank you once again for your love and support of
Bethany's Youth!
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To know the love of God personally
through Jesus Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our
community and the world.

contact Sondra at 804-642-0468dc001@cox.netf







