
 
 

 
Return Service Requested 
 
Mailed on June 26, 2009 

����
����
����
����
����
����

 
 

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

 
����

 
 

����

����������	������
����������	������
����������	������
����������	������
� ���
JULY/AUGUST, 2009 

 

 

�
�
�
�

���������	����
�
���
���������������� ��

July 13th through 17th  
9:00 am to 11:30 am!! 

 

Rising Preschool through Fifth Graders will have a blast when 
 they take part in this really cool extreme adventure camp where they Experience and Discover God Everywhere!  

CAMP E.D.G.E. VBS is not your typical stroll through the woods.  
It's an action-packed, adrenaline-filled expedition that  

teaches kids that their strength and might come from God.  
 

 Through rockin' contemporary music, larger-than-life recreation games, mind-boggling science activities, extreme sports 
videos, and cool, challenging crafts, your children will be having a great time with other local kids their age! 
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1860 Hayes Road 

P.O. Box 527 
Gloucester Point, VA 23062 

Office 804-642-2110 
The Rev. Stephen E Young, Pastor 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 

Gloucester Point, VA 
23062 

Permit No. 1 



 
Transportation and t-shirts available!! 

We’d be honored to have your kids, grandkids, neighbors and friends be a part of the fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Make sure your child arrives by 9am.  A nursery is available for any parent that chooses to be a helper or has 
older children participating in the program.  Snacks and drinks are provided. 
 

If possible, pre-registration is requested ~ forms are available from the church office, and also on the table in the 
narthex and side entrance to the church.  
                                                                    
                                                             Kris Kent, VBS, Director (642-2100 or kentcrew@cox.net) 



 
 
 
 

Sermons for July and August 
July  5 “Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was Crucified,  
            Dead, and Buried” based on John 19:1-5, 14-18 
July 12 “The Third Day He Rose from the Dead” 
             Based on Luke 23:54-24:7 
July 19: “He Ascended into Heaven and Is Seated at  
             the Right Hand of the Father”  
             Based on Acts 2:32-36 
July 26: “He Will Come Again to Judge the Living and 
              the Dead” based on Matthew 25:31-46  
Aug.  2: “I Believe in the Holy Spirit” based on  
              Acts 2:1-8,12-18 
Aug.  9: “The Holy Catholic Church and the 
              Communion of Saints”  
              Based on Ephesians 4:1-8,11-16 
Aug. 16: “The Forgiveness of Sins”  
               based on I John 1:5-2:2 
Aug. 23 UM Men Sunday 
Aug. 30: “The Resurrection of the Body and the Life  
              Everlasting” Based on I Corinthians 15:35-57 
 

Prayer Focuses for July and August 
July   1 Men’s Bible Class 
July   8 Vacation Bible School 
July 15 Mary Lotsey Class 
July 22 Helping Hands 
July 29 Lacey Martin Fellowship Class  
Aug. 5 Friendship Class 
Aug. 12 Faith Class 
Aug. 19 Christians in the Holy Land 
Aug. 26 TBD Class 
 

Join us for focused prayer from 7 until 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays in the Mary Lotsey classroom. 
 
Stewardship Nugget 
Helping People “Gets Us Somewhere” 
An eminent executive delivered a speech to a class of 
high school seniors. “Before I close”, he said, “I would 
like to know what your goals in life are”. He pointed to a 
young man in the first row and asked, “What’s yours?’  
The young man answered, ‘I’m not exactly sure, but I 
would like to try and get somewhere.’  “Does everyone 
agree?” queried the executive.  Everyone raised their 
hands except one young woman. “And what is your 
goal?”  “Well,” the girl answered shyly, “I would like to 
try to be of help to someone rather than just get 
somewhere….”  “Young woman, with that philosophy 
you can’t help but get somewhere,” the executive 
concluded.  When we live life to its fullest, we live it in 

self-giving, not self-getting. And the highest form of 
self-giving is spiritual commitment to Christ and His 
causes. We do that in many ways, but one of the most 
important of these is with our financial resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Helping Hands Mission Camp is in need of adult 
volunteers for project site leaders, coordinators and 
evening chaperones.  The camp will be held July 26-31.  
For further info or a willingness to help our youth and 
others get in touch with Kevin Kiley at 642-6047 or 
kileys2@cox.net 
Notes of Appreciation 
The family of Gwen Thornton appreciates your cards, 
visits ad prayers in memory of Herb.  We are very 
blessed to have Bethany’s family in our lives. 
 

     - Gwen Thornton, and Suzanne and Terry Shelton 
~ ~ ~ 

 

My name is Diane Shackleford.  I had the privilege of 
fellowship with members of your congregation “The 
Mission Group”.  I knew I was in the presence of God’s 
children from the laughter and love that came from 
them.  Your members came to a complete strangers 
home and put so much love and hard work into building 
me a deck for the back of my house.  As I was inside my 
home filling out checks to pay my bills to give away 
money, I had a smile on my face and joy in my heart.  
You don’t give away money and be happy, not normally.  
But listening to them outside laughing, talking and 
singing brought me joy.  I would like to personally thank 
Rev. Stephen E. Young, Kevin Kiley, Charlotte Cecil, 
Al Burner, Judy Burner, Ed Conner, Wiley Cross, 
Patrick Kiley, and Joni Neal.  Ed Conner took the time 
to mow my yard, chop a stump out of my yard with an 
ax.  He got a wheel barrow filled it with dirt and placed 
the dirt in the hole and made it look very neat.  Ed also 
raked my yard and under the beautiful deck the group 
built for me.  Charlotte Cecil walked around my yard 
and picked up twigs. The mission group is a group of 
beautiful, caring and loving people.  I could say THANK 
YOU a million times and that still would not convey the 
feelings I have inside of me for this beautiful gift the 
group has given me.  I am sitting on my deck and 
enjoying it.  My neighbor just laughs at me.  I’m always 
saying, “my deck this and my deck that”.  Thank you so  
very, very much.   
 

             God bless you, I love you all, Diane Shackleford 
~ ~ ~ 



Many thanks to our family at BUMC for the warm 
welcome, all the support and well wishes over the past 
couple years, and most importantly letting me sing in the 
choir.  On a personal note it has been many years since 
I’ve been an active member in any church but after a few 
weeks of attending Bethany I knew it was time to come 
back to God’s house.  You have been there for me and 
my family through a wedding, a birth, and now a 
transfer, and I thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 

So, next time you think you’re cold during these brutal 
Virginia winters, just remember the BM2 Thomas 
Beaudoin (USCG) is breaking ice that is many feet thick 
on the Great lakes and thinking that Virginia summers 
weren’t so bad.  Sarah is busy digging a path through the 
snow out our bedroom window, Cailey building an army 
of snowmen, and Will is being spoiled by two sets of 
great-grandparents.   
 

Fair Winds and Following Seas, and may God bless you 
all! Tom Beaudoin 
 
When I Say Good Morning I mean to 
Say: 
 

G-od 
O-ffers us His 
O-utstanding  
D-evotion to 
 

M-ake us 
O-bedient and  
R-eady for a  
N-ew day with Him 
 I-nspire others please, and 
N-ever forget 

G-od loves you! 
 Book Corner 
The Noticer by Andy 
Andrews  
"Your time on this 
earth is a gift to be 

used wisely," he says.  "Don't squander your words or 
your thoughts. Consider even the simplest action you 
take, for your lives matter beyond measure…and they 
matter forever."   
 

The Shack by William Young 
'In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly 
irrelevant "The Shack" wrestles with the timeless 
question, "Where is God in a world so filled with 
unspeakable pain?" The answers Mack gets will astound 
you and perhaps transform you as much as it did him. ' 
 

He loves me!  Learning to live in the Father's 
affection by Wayne Jacobsen 
An exploration and adventure into the heart of the God 
we hoped was truly there, and who loves each of us with 
an everlasting love.  A great follow-up to The Shack. 
 

 SisterChicks in wooden shoes  
by Robin Jones Gunn   
Travel to Holland, with the SisterChicks as they learn 
about God, love and friendship.  Like all of the Sister 
Chick books, this is a wonderful light read that is perfect 
for the hot summer months. 
 

 
Bible Studies 
Women’s Bible Study  
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives. Come and join us as we grow in our 
knowledge and relationship with Jesus Christ.  We are 
just beginning a new study on learning about God's 
Wisdom.  We meet in the Faith Classroom on Monday 
evenings from 7-8:30pm 

What is Emmaus? 
The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program 
intended to strengthen the local church through the 
development of Christian disciples and leaders. The 
program's approach seriously considers the model of 
Christ's servanthood and encourages Christ's disciples to 
act in ways appropriate to being "a servant of all."  
 
The Walk to Emmaus is grounded theologically and 
institutionally in The Upper Room ministry unit of the 
General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist 
Church.  The Walk to Emmaus gets its name from the 
story in Luke 24:13-35, which provides the central 
image for the three-day experience and follow-up. 
 
Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30 
for our Bethany Reunion Group.  We are brothers and 
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week 
and see how our spiritual journey is going.   The Fall 
Emmaus Walk weekends are right around the corner.  
The men's weekend will be Oct. 8th-11th and the 
womens' weekend will be Oct 29th-Nov 1st.   If you are 
interested in going on an Emmaus weekend the 
application deadline is September 8th for the men's walk 
and September 29th for the women's walk.  See Pastor 
Steve for information on who to contact. 

Our Bethany Emmaus Reunion group will be hosting the 
Peninsula Rainbow Emmaus community on Saturday, 
July 25th at 6pm.  If you are interested in seeing how we 



worship and fellowship please join us.  Stay afterwards 
for fellowship and snacking. 

Church and Society Committee Recycling 
Tips 

1. Know what our recycling centers accept.  Plastic 
containers with numbers 1-7 are accepted but 
without caps and none that contained oil or 
hazardous materials.  No Styrofoam or used 
plastic utensils are accepted.  Clear, green and 
brown glass bottles and metal cans are accepted 
but no aluminum products are accepted.  Paper 
products must be dry and boxes must be 
flattened with any wax paper liners removed.  
Used paper plates are not accepted.  Check with 
attendants if you are not sure if an item is 
acceptable. 

 
2. When shopping look for products that are made 

from recycled materials.  These include products 
from paper towels and computer paper to patio 
furniture made from recycled plastics and 
usually have a statement or tag indicating that 
they are made from recycled material.  By 
choosing to buy these products you are 
providing a market for recycled goods and 
supporting the recycling process. 

 
 
 

Church and Society 
Committee Activities 
The Church and Society continues 
its project of collecting non-
perishable foods, over the counter 
medicines, personal hygiene 
items, and household cleaning 
products for the Salvation Army. 

Please place items in the tote beside the church office. 
On Sunday, July 26, there also will be a tote in the 
narthex for contributions. 
 
The committee has learned that there are special needs at 
the Gloucester Senior Center. They are in need of 
volunteers to: 
 

1. Deliver Meals on Wheels even one day a week. 
The meals are delivered from 10AM to 12:00 
Monday – Friday.  

2. Sign up to be available to take someone to a 
doctor’s appointment. This is a very pressing 
need. You usually have 2-3 weeks notice, and 
you can say no if you have a conflict. Call Laura 
at 758-8852 to join the pool of drivers.  

3. Volunteer to play bridge on a Monday, 
Wednesday, or Friday so the staff can arrange a 

bridge game for the interested seniors who often 
cannot get a foursome.  

4. Volunteer to teach a very basic computer class 
one day a week for two or three months.  

5. Donate the following: clothes appropriate for 
seniors, food items like mustard, mayonnaise, 
sugar, and coffee, or bingo prizes such as 
toothpaste, bar soap, a can of soup, or a package 
of cookies.  

                                                                                             
Call the Senior Center at 693-4150. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

�������������	
����
��
������������������ �

 
� ome in your favorite cuddle-duds to a  

SUMMER PAJAMA PARTY  
on Saturday, August 22 

from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM in the  
Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. 

All children preschool  
through fifth grade are invited.   

Wear your jammies, bring your favorite  
stuffed "friend" and a real one, too! 

A light dinner, games, music,  
stories, popcorn and a movie! 

This is a great opportunity for parents 
 to enjoy a night out, so adult volunteers are needed. 
Contact Kris Kent at 642-6438/kentcrew@cox.net 

if you are available to help out and have fun!! 
See you then! 

 
 
The very last, the big wrap-up, the one to 
put on all the finishing touches is here!! 
  

I'm talking about  
THE FINAL CAMP E.D.G.E.  

VBS PLANNING MEETING OF 2009! 
This major, big time event will be held  

July 9th at 7:00 PM in the WBFH. 
Need a ride? Need more information? 

Contact Camper Kris at  



642-6438 
TREK ON OVER TO SEE WHAT BETHANY  

IS UP TO THIS SUMMER!! 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET!!   
Be as smart as a fox  

and make plans to come to the 
“WAY TO GO”  

CAMP E.D.G.E. VBS  
Wrap-up Luncheon 

Sunday, July 19th following the 11:00 AM Worship 
Service!! 

 
A yummy fire side meal will be served: 

·  Down n' Dirty Dogs  
·  Hangin' in a Hammock Hamburgers  
·  Big Black Bear Baked Beans 
·  Chipmunk Chips 
·  White Water Rapids Ice Tea/Lemonade 
·  Sing Along S'Mores or Campfire Cookies 
·   

Come see what all the hullabaloo's been about 
with the Campers at VBS this summer. 

 
~Tickets available at the door~ 

 
$6.00 for big folk, $4.00 for the young trail blazers 

and 'lil spit fires under five are free! 
  

 
 
Notes from Sondra 
Thank you to everyone that supported the Youth and 
Men’s Yard Sale by your donations, purchasing, and 
your many, many, many hours of hard work!   

 
Youth Rally Was a Huge Success Thanks  
To You! 
I want to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart 
for making our June Youth Rally a Huge Success! I was 
overwhelmed by the Church Family’s generosity! Your 
donations, your presence, and many hours of hard work 
blessed many lives! A very special thanks you to the 
following wonderful people! Stacie and Paul Martin for 
creating and providing an amazing flyer for the youth 
rally! Your hard work help brought many youth and 
adults to the rally! Merle Luther for his patience, 
kindness and guidance with the sound system! Ray 
Morales for providing the youth with beautiful memory 
of the Youth Rally through many beautiful photos that 

were taken! Norma Taylor, Dawn 
McDade, Kris Kent, Theresa Polk, 
Dawn Cluts, Denise Campbell, 
David & Janet Chapin, The 
Vaughan Family, and all my 
Wonderful Youth for all their hard 
work before, during and after the rally! 

 

Busch Garden’s Trip a Huge Success!                                       
A very special thank you to Marcia Hargis for going 
over and beyond the line of duty, so Bethany’s Youth 
could experience many wonderful Christian Concerts at 
Busch Gardens! May God bless you for your kindness! 
 
Thank you to all the following adults who gave up their 
Sunday afternoons, so Bethany’s Youth could enjoy of 
day of fun, fellowship, and an evening of praise and 
worship! Theresa Polk, Nick LeMay, Suzanne Sullivan, 
Michael Colbert, Judith Williams, Barbara Blais! I truly 
love and appreciate each one of you! 
 
A special thank you to the Kidd and Wilburn Family for 
transporting youth to and from Busch Gardens! Your 
families are such a blessing in my life! 
 
Thank you to Suzanne Sullivan, Sue Morecock, and 
Randy Campbell for stepping up to the plate to teach the 
youth Sunday School Class! You are all such a blessing 
not only to me, but also the many youth at Bethany! 
 
A Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, David Chapin and 
the Van Committee for organizing a weekly van 
schedule to pick up our youth in the community! May 
God give a special blessing to the following people who 
have graciously volunteered to ensure our youth and 
children get to Sunday school and Church! Judy and Al 
Burner, David and Peggy Lewis, Dolores and Martin 
Breen!  
                                                            
Helping Hands Mission Camp Sunday, July 26th- July 
31st  
 

 July 12th  Youth Dinner/Guest Speaker Chelsea 
Jackson 6:00pm- 8:00pm  
                           

August 16th – Parent & Youth Beach Party at 
Yorktown Beach! Time and detail TBA! 

                                             

 
Annual Conference Report 
 

Annual Conference, 2009 began at 7:00 p.m. Sunday 
evening with a service of Communion and 

MYF will not meet on July 5th, 19th, 26th or August 
2nd due to special summer events and activities! 

 
                              



Remembrance for conference members who have passed 
away in the past twelve months. 
 

Rev. Dr. Sherry Daniels, pastor of Norfolk UMC 
challenged attendees not to dwell on negativity, but to 
continue to let God work His will through us.  Using the 
“dry bones” passage from Ezekiel as her text, she said 
“all of us have experienced valleys and dry places, but 
God is still speaking to us today.” 
 

The service modeled diversity, with Native American 
drums and flutes, Norfolk UMC’s mass choir and a 
liturgical dance group from the Peninsula District.   
This was all in line with the theme of this years’ Annual 
Conference: “Lets Get Growing: More Diverse People.” 
 

The Communion table being used during conference was 
built from wood salvaged from buildings in the Suffolk 
and Petersburg area that were destroyed by tornados last 
April.  Representing the Holy Trinity, the table was built 
with three sets of legs assembled in groups of three.  
Each leg is formed in the shape of a Star of David.  
 
 

The speaker for the Laity Session on Monday, Rev. 
Tom Berlin, recounted his getting hit by a car when 
leaving the 1989 Annual Conference at Scope.  He 
said he had a “new vision of the world” after this 
narrow escape from death.  Many of our churches 
need “a new vision, we need to see things that have 
grown dull in our eyes.” 
 

He said, Reaching people for the church depends on 
lay people, not the clergy, and it’s been like that from 
Acts on.” 
 

“The decline in membership and worship attendance 
in recent years offends Christ, and it should offend us 
a well.”  “Aren’t these people who are not attending 
church (thereby not growing in Christ) our relatives, 
co-workers, friends and neighbors?” 
 

NOTE: When the statistics report for 2008 was given  
later, it revealed an increase in membership of 968! 
 

Bishop Charlene Kammerer presided over the service 
 that ordained 13 as elders, 2 as deacons  

28 commissioned as provisional members, and 
26 licensed as local pastors.  This beautiful service 
ended a full day of business and worship. 
 
 
Beginning at 5:30 am on Tuesday, 35,000 lbs. of 
sweet potatoes were bagged for distribution to 17 
local feeding agencies. An estimated 162 volunteers, 
including more than 110 youth, swarmed over the 
pile. 
 

Bishop Joaquina Nhanala from Mozambique talked 
about the partnership between her country and the 
Virginia Conference. The first woman ever elected a 

United Methodist Bishop in Africa thanked the group 
saying, “Most of you have been a part of our journey.  
We have moved from being givers and receivers to being 
brothers and sisters in Christ.” 
Thanking the conference for its support and its 
Volunteers in Mission, she said the United Methodist 
Church in Mozambique would continue to grow.   
 
 
 
 
The United Methodist Church has seen rapid growth in 
Africa in recent years.  It was reported that by the end of 
2009 the number of Methodists in the Ivory Coast would 
be greater than the number in Virginia. 
 

Late in the afternoon session, members spent more than 
2 hours discussing the 32 constitutional amendments.  
After a break for dinner the voting took place in the 
evening session.  Final results of the voting were shown 
briefly on the video screens Wednesday morning, but I 
did not get an accurate account.  I do know that most of 

the amendments that had to do with the re-
structuring of the worldwide church failed to get 
a majority of votes in our conference.  All 
conferences in the United States will vote on 
these, however, and the total national vote will 
be what counts. Later 6 resolutions were 
considered.  
 

During the dedication of kits, the following 
numbers were reported: 1,802 birthing kits, 
2,009 layette kits, 16,193 school kits, 15,633 
health kits, 2,356 sewing kits, and 88 flood 
buckets.  Monetary donations totaled $76,804 
and 9,800 lbs. of food was collected for the food 

drive. 
 

The Conference offering was over $200,000 by the end 
of Tuesday. 
 
 
 Wednesday's wrap-up session included Financial 
Reports and a worship service with a second message 
from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung.  Jung is Korean, and he is 
the Bishop of the Northern Illinois conference.  He is a 
fascinating preacher. 
 

This session ended with the distribution of the July 
Advocate, which lists all the clergy appointments for the 
next church year.   
 

Again, it has been a distinct honor and privilege to 
represent Bethany U.M.C. at Annual Conference.  Yours 
in Christ, Alan Harvey 
 
 



Bethany’s Donation Makes a 
Difference 
The total Annual Conference offering for our bishop’s 
mission projects in Brazil, Mozambique, and Petersburg, 
VA, surpassed $200,000.  Of that amount Bethany UMC 
contributed $910.  The total number of kits received at 
Annual Conference was 38,070.  Of that number 
Bethany donated 57 kits.  The generous support of our 
congregation is much appreciated.  Thank you! 

Helping the Christians in Bethlehem 
Amid the highly publicized tension in Palestine between 
Jews and Muslims, the largely forgotten group is the 
Christian community in the West Bank.  This small 
sector of the population is making a courageous stand 
under extremely difficult economic and political 
circumstances in the place where Christ was born.  To 
help provide an economic boost to this community, 
George Ghanem, a native of Bethlehem and a Christian, 
will be present during our worship services on August 
16 to provide the Stewardship Moment.  Following both 
services, exquisite handmade crafts from Bethlehem will 
be available for purchase.  Carved items from olivewood 
will include nativity sets, crosses, Christmas ornaments, 
candleholders, and angels.  One hundred percent of the 
proceeds will go to support Christian families living in 
or near Bethlehem, and this ministry is supported totally 
by the sale of items in this country. 
 
Helping Hands Mission Camp 
Helping Hands Mission Camp is a week long, overnight, 
Christ centered, youth focused, multi denominational 

community service mission 
for rising 7th graders through 
recent high school graduates. 
Youth campers are divided 
into work teams, go into 
Gloucester County with adult 
mentors and complete home 
maintenance, home repairs 

and small construction projects. 
 

Campers work hard during the day and play hard at night 
with lively worship services and scheduled evening 
activities. 
 

Helping Hands provides a wonderful opportunity for our 
youth to discover the essence of Christianity, how to 
give of oneself to others and help others in need.  In turn, 
it gives us an opportunity to value our youth and see 
what wonderful things they are capable of doing.  It’s a 
true win-win situation. 
 

Helping Hands began in 2005 at Susanna Wesley United 
Methodist Church and has grown from 9 campers in 
2005 to 52 campers in 2008, including many youth from 
Bethany.  Sponsoring churches include Susanna Wesley, 

Providence Baptist, Apostles Lutheran, and our own 
Bethany.  Last year, Bethany hosted the boy campers, 
who slept in sleeping bags in the youth and Mary Lotsey 
classroom.  The girls spent the night at Susanna Wesley.  
This year Bethany will once again be hosting the boy 
campers for the night.  Bethany will also be hosting all 
the campers for one of our famous potato bar dinners. 
 

This year’s Helping Hands Mission Camp takes place 
the last week of July, starting Sunday, July 26th and 
ending Friday evening, July 31st.  We expect to have 
close to 100 campers this year, divided into 20 work 
teams.  In order to make camp a success this year, we 
need your help.  We need adult volunteers to be site 
leaders and assistant leaders during the day, and 
chaperons in the evening and overnight. 
 

Our adult volunteers have had wonderful experiences 
with Helping Hands.  The youth are fun to be with and 
it’s amazing what they can accomplish in a week.  The 
evening devotional services speak directly to the youth 
and are very meaningful and inspiring. 
 

Each year Helping Hands has a theme taken from a 
biblical verse.  This year’s theme is “Cross Bearers” and 
our verse is Luke 9:23 “Take up your cross and follow 
me”.  The cross is a bridge from God to us, and we 
extend God’s love to the world.  The cross is a call to 
action, not a decoration. 
 

We’re hoping that Bethany Church members will in 
turn, be Cross Bearers for the Helping Hands Mission 
Camp, and answer the cross’s call to action.  Please 
consider supporting Helping Hands as adult volunteers, 
evening and night chaperons, and potato bar chefs.  For 
further info or a willingness to help our youth and 
others, check out the Helping Hands Mission Camp 
website at:  http://www.hh-missioncamp.org/ and / or get 
in touch with Kevin Kiley at 642-6047 or 
kileys@cox.net  
 
 
New Address 
Tom and Sarah Beaudoin 
655 Blackthorn Drive 
Cheboygan, MI 49721 
 
 
 

New Directory Available 
Every six months Bethany updates its directory of 
members and friends with the most recent listing of 
church members and their addresses.  The new edition 
will be available during the month of July at both 
entrances to the church sanctuary.  Be sure to pick up a 
new directory to keep near your phone at home.  If you 



find any errors in the directory, kindly inform Frances in 
the church office (642-2110). 
 
From Our Director of Children’s 
Ministry 
 

“The Lord is my strength and might.” Psalm 118: 41a 
 
If ever there was a time that we all  
need to draw closer to the love of 
God, it’s now. We hear that food 
banks have empty shelves, that the 
American family is stressed more 
than it has been in years, that the 
foreclosure rate is still sky 
rocketing, children’s grade averages are lower and they  
suffer migraines on a regular basis.  To add to all that,  
we’re all getting tired of hearing about “these poor economic  
times” and I’m pretty sure  that we’re all getting tired of  
living in these tough economic times.  And I am fairly certain  
that a CHILD who doesn’t know what is going on when Mom  
and Dad are whispering in the kitchen is pretty tired of all this, 
too. Does it make you want to crawl in a hole for awhile till 
SOMEBODY figures this mess out? Furthermore could  
anyone tell me who is the SOMEBODY that will conquer  
these problems and put life back to a state of at least partial 
normalcy?   
 

Pretty big questions from a VBS Director, huh?  Well, if  
we stop and think about it, maybe that SOMEBODY is  
actually each and every one of us!  We all have the power 
in our lives to make someone forget, even for a moment,  
that all of that “icky stuff” lies in wait when they get home 
from work.  Ever been the one to tell a joke at the coffee  
machine, leave a note on someone’s desk thanking them  
for the extra mile they went for you?  Ever sent out an email 
just to check on how a friend is doing these days or made 
an extra batch of cookies for a tired neighbor?   
 

Well, maybe for a child, Vacation Bible School can be that  
stress-free glimmer of hope, love, support, thoughtfulness,  
or hug that they needed and the smile that they deserved.  
Maybe for two and a half hours a day they can actually have  
fun and be a kid, without all of the “icky stuff”!! Bethany  
offers this tradition to its own children and to the children  
of Gloucester every summer and we that are involved in  
whatever capacity are sure to be proud that we can be, even 
for a very short week, that important SOMEBODY to  
SOMEONE!!   
 

That week, preschool through fifth grade kids will pledge: 

·  God is with me. I will stay close to God.  
·  God guides me. I will follow.  
·  God teaches me. I will learn.  
·  God loves me. I will love God and others.  
·  God sends me. I will go.  

Maybe now is the time for us all to take this pledge. Maybe 
 it’s time for us to live this pledge.  Won’t you come join us  
on the trek at Camp E.D.G.E. in July?  It’s sure to make  
you smile, too!! 
 

With Him by my side, Kris Kent VBS/Children’s 
Ministries Director 
 
 

All God’s Children Camp Seeks 
Assistance 
The All God’s Children Camp is a special 
ministry of the Virginia Conference that 
sends a child whose mother is in prison to 
one of our United Methodist camps for a 
week.  At the camps the children enjoy 
boating, swimming, hiking, archery, 
music, crafts, Bible study, and conflict 
resolution.  The two closest camps to us 
are Westview on the James in Goochland 

(Aug. 9-14) and Occohannock on the Bay on the Eastern 
Shore (Aug. 16-21). 
The following are three ways that we can help: 
 

Be a Mentor:  Mentors are paired one-on-one with a 
child for the entire week.  They are not responsible for 
leading programs, but they provide a caring, supportive, 
Christian presence.  The Saturday prior to the beginning 
of camp provides training for every mentor.  
Applications for mentoring are available from the pastor.   
 

Donate Supplies:  sleeping bags, pillows, pillow cases, 
twin sheets, ponchos, bath towels, travel-size shampoo 
and soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, laundry bags, cloth 
bags with handles, and shower totes. 
 

Make a Financial Contribution:  A scholarship of $300 
sends one child to camp for a week. 
 

Yard Sale a Grand Success 
Proving once again that someone’s junk is someone 
else’s treasure, the biennial yard sale, jointly sponsored 
by our United Methodist Men and UMYF, was a great 
success.  The yard sale proceeds were $2454.59, which 
amount will be e*venly divided between our men and 
our youth, for their respective mission projects.  Thanks 
to the many people who donated items for sale, the many 
people who transported and received items, organized 
and priced the items, worked at the sale on Saturday, and 
the many people who came and purchased items.  It was 
a whole-church effort of which we can be justly proud. 
 



Bethany Men to Lead Worship on 
August 23 

 
The United Methodist Men of Bethany 
will lead both worship services on 
Sunday, August 23.  Our men will bring 
the message, choose the hymns, and 
provide their own brand of spiritual 
leadership to our congregation.  Your 
support is appreciated! 
 

 

Beautiful New Doorknob Hangers 
Thanks to Martin Designs, Bethany now has attractive 
new doorknob hangers to use in its community 
visitation.   The hangers are two-sided and have a high-
gloss durable exterior.  On one side is a picture of 
Bethany Church, with worship times, street address, 
phone number, and website.  On the reverse side is the 
United Methodist Cross and Flame, along with the 
threefold Mission Statement of Bethany UMC.  On both 
sides are the words “We Welcome You”.  It is a very 
professional product, and the Evangelism Committee is 
delighted to have use of it. 

Congratulations to Our High School 
Graduates 
On Sunday, June 21, we recognized three members of 
Bethany Church who recently graduated from high 
school.  Tristan Reynolds, son of Dr. Wayne and 
Stephanie Reynolds, graduated from Gloucester High 
School.  He will matriculate at the University of 
Melbourne in Melbourne, Australia.  Chelsea Leigh, 
daughter of Dr. Tim and Dr. Cathy Leigh, graduated 
from Walsingham Academy in Williamsburg.  She has 
been accepted at the Savannah College of Art and 
Design in Savannah, Georgia.  Drew Hutchinson is the 
son of Brian and Susan Hutchinson.  He graduated from 
Denbigh High School in Newport News and will be a 
freshman at Christopher Newport University in the fall.  
Congratulations to each of these fine young people who 
were confirmed at Bethany! 
 
 

Bethany Bids Farewell to Carlton 
Heywood 

An uplifting funeral service 
was held for Carlton 
Heywood on June 3 in 
Bethany’s sanctuary.  An 
overflow attendance 
remembered with gratitude 

Carlton’s faithfulness to the Lord and his service to the 
church as a capable Sunday School teacher and board 
member.  Carlton was a true Christian gentleman who 
touched many lives in the church and community.  The 
church extends its continued prayers to his wife, Jean; to 
daughter, Wendy; to granddaughter, Amy; and to great-
grandson, Brandon.    
 

School of Missions at Blackstone 
The Virginia Conference School of Christian Mission 
will be held at the Assembly Center at Blackstone on 
July 24-26 and again on July 27-30.  The school is an 
excellent opportunity to learn about being partners in 
God’s global mission and to grow spiritually through 
study, worship, and fellowship.  This year the three 
course offerings are as follows: 
 
The Beauty and Courage of Sudan:  The class will 
review the history of Sudan, the major ethnicities in the 
country, the effect of several years of severe drought, the 
devastating civil war and its consequences, and 
prospects for the future. 
 

Food and Faith:  This class will touch on the many 
ways that our faith is nurtured, strengthened, and 
enhanced by food.  Special attention will be given to the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, as well as to the 
importance of sharing food and fellowship within the 
faith community. 
 

Giving our Hearts Away:  Native American Survival:  
This class is designed to help participants learn to 
appreciate the “give away” culture of Native Americans, 
as we focus on spirituality, ecology, language, story-
telling, and food.  Also the key issues affecting Native 
Americans in our country today will be explored. 
 

Both a weekend (July 24-26) and a weekday (July 27-
30) school are offered.  Participants choose one of the 
three classes to attend.  Please see the pastor for 
registration forms.  The registration deadline is July 10.   
 



 

Rappahannock District Youth Choir 
at Bethany! 
The inspiring Rappahannock District Youth Choir 
(RDYC) will be performing at Bethany on Sunday 
evening, July 5, at 7:30 p.m.  Led by gifted conductor, 
Aaron Ward, the RDYC draws musically inclined 
middle school and high school students from all over the 
Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck into a choir for 
two weeks each summer.  This year three Bethany young 
people will be singing in the choir:  Ashleigh Polk, 
Johnathan Wood, and Stephanie Wood.  The first week 
is devoted to mission work—this year they’ll be working 
down near Burlington, NC.  The second week is devoted 
to performing concerts in district churches.  The 75-
voice choir sings a variety of sacred music and is always 
well-rehearsed.  Their inspiring concert is not to be 
missed! 
(Note:  host homes are still needed to house young 
people on Sunday night.  Please call Sondra Colbert 
(642-0467) and tell her that you can help!) 
 

Bloodmobile at Bethany on July 28 
The Red Cross Bloodmobile will 
visit Bethany on Tuesday, July 28, 
between 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  The 
Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall 
will be prepared to receive those 
who wish to come and donate 
blood.  The Bethany congregation 
has a long track record in being 

generous in giving the “gift that keeps on giving”.  In 
addition to those who donate blood, volunteers are 

needed to bring food and to man the registration tables.  
Please let Sandy Riggin (642-9481) know if you can 
help.   
 

New Nursery Attendant at Bethany 
After serving faithfully as nursery attendant at Bethany 
for almost four years, Alliyson Germek has asked to be 
relieved of her responsibilities.  Alliyson will be getting 
married in September.  Alliyson provided a gentle, 
loving presence in the nursery for our infants and 
toddlers and their families.  The new nursery attendant 
will be long-time Bethany member Teresa Sullivan.  
Teresa begins her work on Sunday, June 28.   
 
 
 
Pastor’s Column:  “250 New 
Congregations?!!!” 
My true disciples produce much fruit.  This brings great glory 
to my Father (John 15:8 NLT). 
 

At our Annual Conference last year the conference 
accepted a comprehensive plan to start 250 new faith 
communities within the Virginia Conference in the next 
30 years!  And at this year’s Annual Conference the 
recommendation was accepted to begin a capital 
campaign to raise $15,000.000 for the purpose of 
starting these new congregations over the first 15 years.  
Depending upon one’s perspective this expensive 
initiative might be considered a wonderful venture of 
faith, laden with great promise, or it might be deemed a 
foolhardy boondoggle, doomed to mediocre results.  I 
count myself in the hopeful group, and I’d like to 
respond to some of the questions of those of you who 
might possibly fall into the skeptical group. 

We can’t fill the pews we have now.  
What are we doing trying to start new 
churches? 

The campaign will be concentrated on 
areas of the conference where 
population growth over the next few 
decades will outstrip the capacity of our 
existing churches to respond.  The 
campaign will also be focused on 
reaching younger people and diverse 
ethnic groups and unchurched folk who 
might find it difficult to fit it to some of 
our existing congregations. 

Church budgets are stressed as it is; 
the economic climate is tough.  How can we 
possibly raise another $15 million? 

The capital campaign will focus upon individual donors 
who have the capacity to be generous.  A quota will not 



be assigned to local churches, nor will any additional 
apportionment be assessed. 

Land is so very expensive.  Isn’t there a better us e of 
our mission dollars? 

None of the $15 million raised will go for land 
purchases.  Rather, most of the money will go to provide 
training and financial support for those whom God has 
called to start new congregations.  When new faith 
communities are organized and chartered, they 
themselves will take primary responsibility for funding 
their capital needs. 

Is it realistic to think that this campaign will be  
successful? 

In the last major capital campaign to start new churches 
in Virginia, the Revealing Christ Campaign in 1988-91, 
$12,000,000 was raised.  Of the 23 new churches that 
were begun, merged, or relocated as a result of the 
Revealing Christ Campaign (and which represent just 
2% of the churches in our conference), we find today 8 
of the largest 11 congregations in the conference, 9% of 
the total worship attendance in the conference, 12% of 
the professions of faith in the conference, paying 7% of 
all the conference apportionments.  There is no reason 
to think that the wise planting of new congregations 
today would not bring similar success stories down 
the road. 
 

As the summer progresses, we’ll hear more details about 
this campaign, entitled “All Things New”.  Please be in 
prayer for the presence of the Holy Spirit throughout this 
grand faith venture. 
                             Pastor Steve 
 
 
Community Outreach 

Day of Caring - I'd like to report 
that we had a great mission trip on 
Wednesday, May 20th, to Mrs. 
Shackleford's home, in upper 
Gloucester County, about 2.6 
miles down Woods Cross Road 
 
We had eight volunteers: Al & 

Judy Burner, Charlotte Cecil, Ed Conner, Wiley Cross, 
Patrick & Kevin Kiley, and Joni Neal. 
 
The back steps of the home were in sad shape, with  no 
rails and not at all level - not safe! 
 
Danny Joyce of Gloucester Housing Partnership 
designed a nice deck/landing and step replacement, that 
is safe, functional, and a big improvement. 
 

Our mission team arrived at Mrs. Shackleford's home 
around 9 am and began working on dismantling the old 
stairs, and digging post holes for the new deck and 
stairs.  Mrs. Shackleford joined us at our opening prayer 
and was a big help and joy to be around.  Danny 
explained the deck plan, and soon we were busy setting 
posts, attaching deck boards, and joist hangers (thanks to 
the ladies), and by noon, the deck floor had been nailed 
in place.  Marsha arrived before noon with a great  
lunch, courtesy of GHP (sub sandwiches, chips, 
condiments, drinks, and dessert).  Thank you, Marsha! 
 
When we left at 2:30 pm, we had the deck, deck rails 
and pickets / balusters up.   Danny and Charles were 
planning on coming back the next day to finish off the 
stairs and rails. 
 
I'd like to thank everyone for volunteering and working 
together to make Mrs. Shackleford's home more 
enjoyable, safer, and accessible. 
 
Thanks also to Danny and his helper Charles for their 
expert help and advice. 
 
Many of us are looking forward to a return trip to 
continue the improvements to the steps. 
 
Gleaning - Saturday, June 20th 
Alan Harvey, Patrick Kiley, and Kevin Kiley 
participated in a sweet potato drop at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Kilmarnock.  When we arrived, we saw an 
eight foot high pile of 40,000 pounds of sweet potatoes, 
surrounded by volunteers, who were culling, and 
bagging the potatoes in 10 pound mesh bags.  The 
fellowship was great and the weather cooperated by 
being overcast.  We came back with 1500 pounds of 
sweet potatoes (150 bags). The following Monday, Alan, 
Patrick, and Mike Andersen distributed the potatoes to 
Union Baptist Church Food Pantry 70 bags, Bay Aging 
Meals on Wheels 25 bags, Laurel Shelter 25 bags, and 
the Salvation Army 30 bags.  Thanks to Alan for 
arranging this and to all who volunteered. 
 
 
America the Beautiful 

In 1893 an English teacher at 
Wellesley College wrote a poem that 
was to become the lyrics or one of the 
most beautiful of American patriotic 
songs.  Katherine Lee Bates had been 
asked to lecture during the summer at 
Colorado College in Colorado Springs 
(the young Woodrow Wilson had also  
 

 
 



been invited), and it was during that summer that she 
conceived “America the Beautiful.”  Miss Bates later 
said that the chief inspiration for her poem had been the 
magnificent view from the top of Pikes Peak.  Soon after 
the poem was printed in 1895, in The Congregationalist, 
a church magazine, it was set to various tunes and 
printed in hymnals.  But by the 1920’s it had become 
permanently associated with the tune “Materna,” which 
Samuel Augustus Ward had composed in 1882 for the 
hymn “O Mother Dear, Jerusalem.”  Many modern-day 
Americans feel that the lyrical hymn written by Miss 
Bates and set to Ward’s fine singable tune should have 
been chosen the national anthem of the United States.  
               

–The American Heritage Songbook. 
 
 
Addition to Church and Society 
Committee Report 
  
At the Virginia Annual Conference two of the 
resolutions submitted by the General Board of 
Church and Society were turned into 
recommendations. These two resolutions were: 
  
1.       Call for Conversations about Economic Justice  

in International Loans and Trade  
2.       A Call for Conversations about Punishment for 

Nonviolent Crimes. The Conference 
recommends that these issues be studied by the 
General Board of Church and Society and 
brought before the 2010 Annual Conference. 

  
Bethany’s Church and Society Committee plans to 
research these two issues and share the information with 
the congregation. 
 
 
 
 

Fresh Corn - Alan 
Harvey has found out that 
the fresh corn off of 
Providence Road will be 
ready for gleaning around 
July 4th.  We'll need 
volunteers for this 

mission project.  If you are interested, please let Kevin 
Kiley or one of the Mission Committee members know.  
We'll keep you posted on when and where this will take 
place. 
 

                            -  Kevin Kiley, Missions Chair 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To know the love of God personally 
through Jesus Christ, 

To share the love of God through fellowship 
as a congregation, 

To spread the love of God throughout our 
community and the world. 

 



 
 


