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Bethany’s Mission Star Still Shines 
 

Ask the people in Gloucester County what Bethany UMC is best known 
for, and many will answer our sterling work in missions in the aftermath of 
disaster.  The church built up a reputation for itself in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Isabel by giving hours and hours of time and effort to helping 
residents in low-lying areas to get back on their feet again.  Six years later, 
although not in the same scope, Bethany is still involved in providing 
tangible material assistance to those in need.  Three autumn emphases 
deserve special mention. 
 

Day of Caring with Diane Shackleford 
On Friday, Oct. 2, a group of Bethany members went up to Woods Cross Road to assist at the home of Diane 
Shackleford.  It was a publicized day of caring for our Mission Committee, organized by chairperson Kevin Kiley.  
This was the second time that our group had helped her; previously we helped her build a deck at the rear of her 
home.  This time our group worked on a deck out her front door.  Ms. Shackleford wrote a long thank you letter to 
the church.  She wrote, “It was such a pleasure seeing Ed Conner, Patrick Kiley, Charlotte Cecil, and Kevin Kiley 
again…I also had the opportunity to bond with more members of your congregation:  Jimmy Greene, Kirk Bell, 
Alan Harvey, Jeannie Meisner, and Bob Nardozzi.  I thank you all so much for taking the time out of your schedule 
to come to my home….On Friday evening I opened my front door and walked out on a beautiful deck.  I just stood 
on my deck feeling so loved…Both my decks have brought me so much joy, to be able to go outside and just sit 
and take in your surroundings from up high…I am truly so very, very, very grateful of the gifts you have given  
me…I love you my brothers and sisters in Christ.” 
 

Helping Don and Samantha West Recover from the Nor’easter 
The Nor’easter of Nov. 12 affected many families in the Guinea area, but perhaps none so much as the home of 
Don and Samantha West on Maundys Creek Road in Maryus.  Flood waters came into their one story, 24’ by 24’ 
home and did significant damage to their flooring, walls, furnishings, and equipment.  Kevin Kiley, our Missions 
chair, took the bull by the horns and organized the type of assistance that would help the Wests the most, whether it 
was the donation of furnishings and equipment, installing flooring, replacing sheet rock and insulation, etc.  Thanks 
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to his leadership, Don, Samantha, and their four children were able to move back to their home before Christmas!  
Kevin writes:   “ One thing I've noticed is how friends, family, church members, and co-workers have all rallied 
behind this family…Bethany and Gloucester Point Baptist church members have donated items, time, and money to 
help the Wests.  And my VIMS co-workers have been generous as well, donating sorely needed items.  It's very 
reassuring, in this ‘Great Recession’ to witness such acts of kindness and generosity.  Don and Samantha West 
asked me to thank everyone who helped, and they wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season, Merry Christmas, and 
Happy New Year.” 
 

Patrick Kiley and Ed Conner Go on a Mission to Mississippi 
Bethany members Patrick Kiley and Ed Conner joined a mission team from St. Luke’s UMC on a eight-day trip to 
D’Iberville, Mississippi, during the first week of December.  Together, they worked on five homes, getting them 
ready for final building inspection and occupancy.  One of the residents had been out of her home for four years 
and was delighted to finally be “home again”.  The team did some plumbing, dry wall work, and other carpentry 
projects.  We are proud of Ed and Patrick and the way they spread God’s love through their acts of charity. 
 
These and other mission projects are signs that God is still using Bethany folk in a very tangible way to help lighten 
the load of the less fortunate around us.  Thanks be to God for his goodness and his grace!  
  

January XYZ 
XYZ meeting for January 20th will 
be a covered dish meal followed 
by speaker, Mary Hayden, 
Supervisor of Rappahannock 
House, Heart Havens.  In 1995 
Heart Havens, Inc. was created by 
the Virginia conference of the 
United Methodist church to 
address the needs and concerns of 
parents, friends and professionals 

regarding adults with developmental disabilities. 
 
Please join us on the 20th at 11:30 a.m.!   
 
 
What is a Lay Speaker? 
In the December Banner we talked about what a 
Lay Speaker is.  This month we are going to look at 
what Lay Ministries encompass. 
 
Did you know that Lay Speakers do not just teach 
Bible studies or visit the shut-ins?  We are also 
storytellers.  We share our love of Christ as a 
Clown, or we are a Parish Nurse.  We pray with and 
for others, and we serve in the church wherever we 
are needed.  Lay speakers are Servant Leaders.  Is 
God calling you to serve as a Lay Speaker at 
Bethany? 
 
Bethany currently has 4 Certified Lay Speakers.  
We serve God and Bethany Church in many 
different ways.  You are invited to explore how God 
is calling you to serve through attending the Lay 
Ministries Academy.    

 
Lay Ministries Academy (formerly known as Lay 
Speaking Training) will be held at VUMAC 
(Blackstone) on February 26-28, 2010. The cost is 
$156. The registration form is located at  
www.vaumc.org Registration deadline is February 
15th.   If you would like more information, please 
contact Marsha Miller or Dolores Breen 
 
 
Celebrate your Marriage: Growing in 
Love 
Celebrate Your Marriage is for couples of all ages 
who are looking for opportunities to enrich their 
relationship in the context of Christian faith and 
action.  Trained leaders guide you in a series of 
exercises, activities, and worship experiences which 
help you grow in love and commitment to God and 
one another. 
   
February 12-14, 2010 at Camp Overlook, 
Keezletown, VA.  The cost is $265 per couple and 
includes lodging and all meals. 
 
For more information go to www.gbgm-
umc.org/campoverlook/other.html#marriage  or call 
(540) 269-2267. 
  
Monday Evening Bible Study 
The Woman’s Bible Study meets in the Faith 
Classroom from 7-8:30 p.m.  The Men’s Bible 
Study meets in the Journey Classroom from 7-8:30 
p.m.  We would love to have you join us in our 
study of God’s Word. 
 



 
Walk to Emmaus  
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis 
Flight or Cursillo?  Join us on Thursday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. for our Bethany Reunion Group. We meet 
on the 1st three Thursdays of the month.  We are 
brothers and sisters in Christ who meet weekly to 
talk about our week and see how our spiritual 
journey is going. 
 
 

Sermons for January  
Jan.   3 “The First Day of the Rest of Your Life” 
                based on Acts 12:1-11 
 
Jan. 10   “Contact Renewal” 
                 based on Joshua 24:1-18 
 
Jan. 17 “A New Way of Looking at People” 
               based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21  
 
Jan. 24 “Remembering Bill”  
               based on Romans 12:1-3 
 
Jan. 31 “The Man with the Plan”  
                based on Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

  

Prayer Focuses for January 
Jan.   6 The Spread of the Gospel in the World 
 
Jan. 13 Our Church Officers for 2010  
 
Jan. 20 All Pastors in the Virginia Conference 
 
Jan. 27 Young Adult Ministry 
 
Join us for prayer from 6:30 until 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday evenings in the Mary Lotsey classroom. 
 

 

A New Arrival 
Congratulations to Shawn 
and Krista Chase on the birth 
of Aubrey Lynn Chase, who 
was born on December 18, 
2009.  She weighed 8lb 8.5 oz. and was 21 inches 
long.  Grandparents are Willie and Mary Linda 

Brooks.  Aubrey Lynn was welcomed home by big 
brother, Keagan.  Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Staff Member Selected 

The Staff/Parish Relations 
Committee of Bethany 
UMC is in the process of 
hiring Mr. Jackson Sasser 
as Assistant Youth Director 
at Bethany.  This is a new 
position, approved by the 
Administrative Board on 
Nov. 1, and created to 

provide Sondra Colbert with some much-needed 
help in administering and implementing our youth 
program.   
 
Mr. Sasser resides in Williamsburg and is married 
to C. J.; they are expecting their first child in late 
January or early February.  He has a bachelor’s 
degree in history and English from William and 
Mary and a masters in American studies from the 
same school.  For two years he was editor of the 
William and Mary News, the campus newspaper.  
From 2004 through 2008 he served as assistant to 
the president of the university and his chief 
speechwriter.  Jackson is currently an adjunct 
instructor in the government department at William 
and Mary.  Jackson’s parents are both educators, 
and his religious background is Baptist.   
 
When all the required documents have been 
completed, Jackson will begin his work on Sunday, 
January 17, on which day he will be introduced to 
the congregation at both worship services. 
 
 
Church and Society 
One of the goals of the Church and Society Committee 
for 2010 is to widen our collection of goods for the 
Salvation Army.  To do this we have asked the Sunday 
school classes and other church groups to choose a 
month and fill a container with non-perishable food, 
over-the-counter medicines, personal hygiene items, 



household cleaning supplies, and paper products.  
The committee will collect these items and deliver 
them to the Salvation Army.  The response from 
these groups has been positive, and we appreciate 
their support. 
 
The container by the church office will still be 
available for anyone to contribute at any time.  
 

 

Big Thank You 
A hugh round of applause goes out to the director, 
all of the cast, chorus, parents, set designers, 
costume and sound folk, teen assistants as well as 
the faithful contributors to the Music, Children’s 
and Youth Ministries of Bethany.  It took everyone 
of you to make the children’s production of Camel 
Lot  such a wonderful success!  What a fantastic 
way to fully welcome in the feeling of love and 
unity during the Holy Christmas Season!  The kids 
were precious and once again Miss Sandy’s 
direction was passionately executed to a tee.  I 
continue to be so very blessed and proud to be a 
part of Bethany’s family not only as the Children’s 
Ministries Director but as a mother of two boys that 
thoroughly enjoyed the “Camel Lot” experience.  
May we all remember to keep the love of Christ in 
our hearts all year!    ~ Happy New Year! Kris Kent  
 

A Note of Appreciation 
We wish to express our sincere appreciation to Rev. 
Young and Susan for their visits, prayers, and 
concerns during Gloria’s long illness.  We would 
also like to thank everyone for the lovely food that 

was prepared for the reception following the 
service.  Our deepest thanks for all the prayers, 
cards, calls, visits, and concerns during Gloria’s 
illness.  May God bless each of you. 

The family of Gloria Dalton Jenkins 
 
 

In the Event of Inclement Weather 
When the weather on Sunday morning 
is miserable, we will try to get out the 
word in several different ways to our 
congregation if there is a cancellation. 

·  A message will be placed on the 
church answering machine 
(642-2110) 

·  Charlotte Cecil will send out a 
group e-mail to everyone on her church e-
mail address list 

·  A message will be placed on the Home Page 
of our church  

·  website www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net 
·  Tune into WXGM 99.1 FM for church 

cancellations. 
Announcements will be placed no later than 6:00 
a.m. on Sunday morning.  If there are no 
announcements posted, please interpret this to mean 
that our church activities will proceed as normal.  
During weekdays the church office will be closed 
any day that Gloucester County public schools are 
closed due to the weather. 
 
UMW Officer Training 
District 1 & 2, which is mostly Mathews and 
Gloucester, officer training will be held on January 
9, 2010 at Susanna Wesley UMC from 9:30-11:30 
a.m.  This is open to all new incoming officers 
(treasurers, circle leaders, et.) in UMW.  
 

Pastor’s Column: 
Pastor’s Column:  “Honoring our Child 
Protection Policy”  

 
A number of years ago 
Bethany UMC approved a 
comprehensive and detailed 
child protection policy to 
establish strict guidelines for 

BIBLE BUDDIES 
IS RINGIN IN THE NEW YEAR ON  

January 10th and 24th 
We hope to see all third, fourth and fifth graders 

at 6:00 p.m.! 
Bring a friend and your Bible as we  
Make plans for mission work and fun in 2010. 
 

Happy New Year! 
~ Miss Kris and Miss Jane~ 

 



the governing of our children’s and youth programs 
whereby all of our participating children and youth 
would be safe and secure from the possibility of any 
physical or sexual abuse.  Some of the salient points 
of that policy include criminal background checks 
for staff, screening of all volunteer workers with 
children and youth, mandatory training in our Child 
Protection policy, and at least two adults present in 
each class or group with children and youth, at a 
rate of one adult per eight youth.  One of the lesser 
known rules of our Child Protection Policy is that 
when any group of boys and girls is involved in a 
church-sponsored overnight activity, either at 
church or elsewhere, the accompanying adult 
leaders “must include at least one male and one 
female not related by marriage”.   
 

While finding enough adult volunteers to chaperone 
as many as forty youth for Sunday activities has 
often been a challenge, the bigger challenge has 
been finding men to accompany our youth group on 
weekend retreats.  Each year our youth group 
participates in a minimum of three weekend 
retreats—a district high school retreat, a district 
middle school retreat, and a conference youth 
retreat.  (Some years our youth group has gone on 
additional retreats besides these.)  Usually these 
retreats begin late Friday afternoon with a return to 
Bethany on Sunday afternoon.  Very frankly, it has 
been difficult to find enough men willing and able 
to take off an entire weekend to accompany our 
youth group on retreat.  You may recall receiving 
more than one 11th hour e-mail appeal from Sondra 
for a man to volunteer to accompany our youth on 
retreat.  We have had several men who have 
responded to such appeals in the past; Paul Kendall, 
Mike Andersen, and Rick Koenig come to mind.  
However, there has not been a male adult volunteer 
available for every Bethany youth retreat.   
 

Obviously, preventing the boys in our youth group 
from attending a retreat because no male adult is 
available to chaperone is an untenable position for 
our church to be in.  Many of us at Bethany want to 
see our youth group put on a more secure footing 
than this.  That is why, ever since our 
Administrative Board at its Nov. 1st meeting 
authorized the hiring of an assistant youth director, 
several of us have been praying that a qualified man 
might come forward to apply for this position. 
 

We are prayerful, with the pending hire of a young 
man from Williamsburg as assistant youth director 

(see accompanying article), that many of our most 
urgent cries for volunteer help will have been 
satisfied.  In addition to accompanying our youth on 
retreats, we anticipate that our assistant youth  
 
director will provide much-needed help in driving 
our church van, helping teach our youth Sunday 
School class(es), and helping to recruit adult 
volunteers as needed to fulfill our Child Protection 
Policy requirements.  Needless to say, he will be 
present at our youth meetings and youth outings. 
 

The Administrative Board is open to hiring 
additional individuals in the future should an urgent 
need still exist.  Obviously, recruiting unpaid 
volunteers to help in our larger youth settings will 
always be an essential component of providing vital 
youth ministry at Bethany. 
 

Your continued prayers are solicited for our youth 
ministry in 2010. 

 
A servant of Christ, 

Pastor Steve 
 
 
 

Bethany Welcomes New Officers for 2010 
God continues to work among our people, inviting 
them to serve in important positions of leadership in 
our church.  We are thankful that the following 
“new” people said “yes” in response to God’s call 
and will begin serving in January. 
 

Child Protection chair: Bernard Robins 
Children’s Council chairs: 
        Jill and David Daniel 
Endowment Committee chair: Sid Dixon 
Family Ministries coordinators:  
       Steve and Dawn McDade 
Finance Committee chair: George Neal 
Flower ministries coordinators: 
       Estelle Harris & Pauline Harris 
Homebound ministries chair:  
       Teresa Sullivan 
Hospitality chair: Judy Hudgins 
Membership Care Ministries Team chair:  
      Martin Breen 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee chair:   
      Scott Glaze 
Stewardship chair: Tom Barnard 
Sunday School Superintendent:  
      Roy Bauschatz 



Van Chairperson Ed Conner   
Wedding Hostess coordinator: 
       JoAnne Lewis 
Youth Council chair: Mike Anderson 

 
Most of our 2010 officers are continuing their 
service from 2009.  A complete list of officers and 
committees for 2010 will be made available on 
Sunday, January 10.   
 
 
Bethany Officers to be Consecrated on 
Jan. 17 
All elected officers of Bethany UMC for 2010 are 
asked to be present on Sunday, January 17, for a 
time of recognition and consecration during our 
worship service.   
 
 
 
Bishops’ Letter to Be Read on Jan. 17 
Bishop Kammerer has asked that every United 
Methodist church in the Virginia Conference take 
time within a worship service to read a pastoral 
letter from the Council of Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church.  The letter, entitled “God’s 
Renewed Creation: Call to Hope and Action,” was 
adopted on Nov. 3.  The letter emphasizes the 
bishops’ concern about pandemic poverty and 
disease, environmental degradation, and the 
proliferation of weapons and violence in the world.  This 
letter will be read during both services on January 17. 
 
 
 
Covenant Renewal Service on Jan. 10 
At both worship services on January 10, Baptism of 
the Lord Sunday, the congregation will have the 
opportunity of renewing their baptismal covenant 
with God.  We will follow the order in our United 
Methodist hymnal and renew our vows of 
commitment to Christ and our vows of membership 
to Bethany UMC.  All members are invited to 
participate. 
 
 
District Training Offered on Jan. 30 
Once again the Rappahannock District will offer a 
day of training for key leaders in the local church.  
The training will be offered at St. Clare Walker 
Middle School on Rt. 33 in Locust Hill, in 

Middlesex County.  Anna Workman, Conference 
Director of Congregational Development, and a 
very dynamic speaker, will bring the keynote 
address, entitled “Rethink Church”.  In the 
afternoon workshops will be offered for the 
following groups:  United Methodist Women, 
United Methodist Men, the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee; as well as on the following topics:  
information technology in the local church, non-
threatening evangelism, and the ministry to the 
hungry through “Stop Hunger Now”. 
 
There is no charge for the workshop unless you 
desire to purchase a bag lunch.  Registration is 
necessary, however, and forms are available on the 
table outside the church office.  The deadline for 
registering is January 20. 
 

 
Adult Membership Class Offered in 
January 
Pastor Steve will be leading a three-part 
Membership Class for adults on January 10, 17, and 
24, during the Sunday School hour (9:45 – 10:45 
a.m.).  The classes are entitled:  “What It Means to 
Be a Christian”, “What It Means to Be a United 
Methodist”, and “What It Means to Be a Bethany 
Member”.  All interested persons are invited to 
attend.  Please meet in the fellowship hall for 
directions. 
 
 
 
 



 
Adult Ministries 
Do you ever have trouble putting fellow church 
members faces and names together?  Do you ever 

think you would like to 
know your church family 
better? 
 
Starting in early 2007, we 
created Friendship Eight 
Groups.  The groups consist 
of eight adults who agree to 

meet together at least every other month. 
 
One way this can be done is to meet at the home of 
first one and then the other for food and fellowship.  
The host or hostess would provide the main dish 
and the drinks; the guests would bring a 
complimentary covered dish.  Meeting at a 
restaurant for instance would also be fine, but 
having someone eat with you at your table in your 
home has a special quality to it. 
 
We are reorganizing these groups for 2010.  Sign-
up sheets will be placed in the bulletins beginning 
the first Sunday of 2010.  All who agree to join will 

be assigned to groups of eight.  We will mix and 
match newer and older members so that new 
friendships can be developed.  Hopefully by the 
beginning of February, all the groups will be 
formed and you will be notified as to whom your 
group members are.  You may then get with them 
and plan your activities for the year. 
 
Questions? Call Alan Harvey at 684-2790.  
 
Yes I/we would like to join a Friendship Eight 
Group in 2010: 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 
Phone No. ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ministry Teams to Meet on Jan. 17 

The first meeting of our five 
Ministry Teams will be on 
Sunday evening, January 17, 
at 6:00 p.m.  After meeting 
together briefly in the church 
sanctuary, the five teams will 
disperse into classrooms for 

their team meetings.  Teams chairpersons this year 
are Loretta Leigh (Discipleship), Martin Breen 
(Membership Care), Laura Polk (Outreach), Paul 
Kendall (Worship and the Arts), and Rey Morales 
(Communications).  All program chairpersons and 
coordinators should plan to attend.   
 
 
Congratulations to Paul and Marie 
Reynolds 
Bethany member Marie Hodges was received 
reunited in marriage to her first husband, Paul 
Reynolds.  The marriage was held on November 21, 
and their son’s pastor officiated.  The married 

couple is making their home on Laurens Road in 
Waterview.  Congratulations, and God bless! 
 
Ten Young People Confirmed 
December 13 was a happy day for ten young people 
and their families.  On that Sunday each one made 
his or her public profession of faith, received the 
rite of confirmation, and was admitted as a full 
member of Bethany Church.  Joining at the early 
service was Hannah Campbell, the daughter of 
Joyce Mitchell and the granddaughter of Nile and 
Bonnie Cecil.  Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism 
and joining at the 11:00 service were Harley, 
Vicky, and Chrissy White, the daughters of Andy 
and Gina White.  Also confirmed and joining at the 
later service were Dylan Cichy, son of Linda and 
Damon Watford, Michelle Ward, daughter of 
Wendy Ward, Dakota Sharpe, daughter of Candy 
and Warren Douglas, William Schultz, son of Ed 
and Bain Schultz, and Will Neikirk , son of Chip 
and Betty Neikirk.  Dylan and Michelle had been 
baptized the previous Sunday by immersion at 



Providence Baptist Church.  Ashley Jo Kelley, 
daughter of Teresa Kelley and already a member, 
completed the confirmation class and was 
confirmed as well.  We celebrate the growth in faith 
of these ten young people. 
 
New Year Brings New Schedule for MYF 
 

Beginning January 10th, MYF 
will meet following the 11:00 
service until 2:00 p.m.  There 
will be a rotating schedule with 
Jr. High meeting the first and 
third Sunday and Sr. High on 
the second and fourth Sunday 

of each month.  Both groups will meet on the fifth 
Sunday for a special activity. 
 
 
 
 
Special Offering to Aid Philippine United 
Methodists 
On Sunday, January 17, a special offering will be 
received to provide humanitarian relief and support 
for the congregations of The United Methodist 
Church in the Philippines.  Four successive 
typhoons have struck the Philippines this fall and 
left behind a death toll exceeding 1000.  An 
estimated 1.3 million persons were displaced 
because of flooding and landslides.  Many United 
Methodist congregations were seriously affected. 
 
 
The Book Corner 
Instead of recommending new books to read this 
month.  I invite you to check out not only our newly 
refurbished library, but the New Book Shelf.  The 
New Book Shelf is located on top of the desk and is 
clearly marked.  There are many new additions to 
our library this month.  Please borrow them. The 
library is open for you to enjoy. 
 
 
 
A special thank you to the following 
wonderful people 
. . . . .Schultz and Neikirk family for providing and 
serving an amazing dinner for many hungry youth 

and adults.  You certainly blessed many hearts and 
stomachs.  Thank you for your kindness! 
 
. . . .Mary Lotsey class for providing such a 
wonderful meal in the month of November.  Your 
generosity and kindness is truly appreciated. 
 
. . . . Al and Judy Burner, David and Peggy Lewis, 
and Mike and Donna Andersen for driving the 
Bethany van. 
 
. . . .Jim and Gerlinda Stevens for sponsoring this 
years Youth Christmas Party!  Mau God bless you 
for opening your beautiful home t 
o many grateful youth.  Words cannot express my 
appreciation for your continuous love and support 
toward Bethany Youth! 
 
. . . .Mike and Donna Andersen for being a part of a 
Christmas miracle.  May God bless you for blessing 
others! 
 
. . . .Thank you Gerlinde and Jim Stevens for  
coming out on such a cold night to Michael’s 
rescue.  Gerlinde you are truly an angel for working 
on Michael’s back, so he could actually walk 
around again.  God bless you both!  
 

Sondra Colbert 
 


