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As the old year ends and a new year begins, we are aware that several of our key leaders at Bethany are stepping 
aside from positions that they have held for several years, in order to serve in other areas of ministry, or, in some 
instances, to step away from leadership positions in the church for the time being.  We are deeply appreciative to 
them for their faithful service among us and pray for them the best in their new fields of endeavor.  Below are the 
names of those who have served three years or more in the same office. 
 

Tom Barnard:  Tom has completed three years as chairperson of the Administrative Board.  He has provided 
calm, steady, wise, and capable leadership to the board during his tenure. 
 

Mike Andersen:  With tireless energy Mike has given sacrificially of himself as the chairperson of the Missions 
committee over the last three years.  Mike not only has ably chaired this committee and successfully led our people 
in a variety of mission projects; he also lives Christian mission in his daily life, always ready to help those who are 
in need.  
 

Sid Dixon:  Sid has provided diligent and wise leadership to the Finance Committee during his tenure as 
chairperson.  His attention to detail and his proactive oversight have brought our church finances to an ever more 
secure footing. 
 

Wiley Cross:  Wiley has completed three years as chairperson of the Staff Parish Relations Committee.  Under 
Wiley’s capable and caring leadership the church staff has enjoyed unusual stability and has felt the grateful 
support of the congregation. 
 

Marion Dixon:  Marion has served faithfully as Sunday School Superintendent for the past three years.  She has 
rarely missed a Sunday on duty and oversees careful record-keeping for all of our classes. 
 

Susan Rollins:  Susan has served tirelessly, faithfully, and professionally as a volunteer church treasurer for five 
years.  She has never complained, even when tending to our busy church needs during tax season has caused her to 
work very late at night. 
 

Janet Chapin:  Janet has completed five years of faithful service as the Worship chairperson.  Attentive to details 
and industrious, she has made sure that all the things necessary for uplifting worship at Bethany have been tended 
to. 
 

Doris Luther:  Doris completed eleven years of service as President of the United Methodist Women at Bethany.  
Her quiet, gracious spirit has been a blessing to all who know her.   
 

Iva Belvin:  Iva completed three years as the President of our XYZ Club at Bethany this past year.  Full of energy 
and enthusiasm, Iva provided a lively presence behind the podium at our XYZ meetings. 

 

Focuses for Wednesday Evening 
Prayer 
Jan. 7:    Our missionary in Cambodia, Clara Biswas 
Jan. 14:  The cold and the hungry 
Jan. 21:  Our new U.S. President 
Jan. 28:  Unity among Christians 
Any interested person is invited to join us for prayer 
from 7 until 7:30 p.m. in the Mary Lotsey classroom.  
After five minutes of introducing the topic of the prayer 
focus, the remainder of the half-hour is devoted to 
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Sermons for January 
January 4:  “Seeing Jesus Like Us”   
                    based on Matthew 2:1-12 
January 11:  “Beyond Ritual” based on Acts 19:1-7 
January 18:  “To Nathaniel’s Credit” based on  
                      John 1:43-51 
January 25:  “In One Boat” based on 1 Corinthians 
                      7:29-31 



prayer, both silent and spoken.  The mood is informal, 
and participants are free to pray aloud or remain silent. 
 

Adult Membership Class:  An Open 
Invitation 
Pastor Steve will lead an adult membership class on Jan. 
11, 18, and 25 during the Sunday School hour (9:45 until 
10:45 a.m.).  The topics will be:  “What It Means to Be a 
Christian,” “What It Means to Be a United Methodist,” 
and “What It Means to Be a Bethany Member.”  Please 
meet him around the coffee pot in the fellowship hall, 
and we’ll find a place to meet.   
 

Meeting of All Ministry Teams 
All five of our Ministry Teams 
will meet on Sunday, January 25, 
from 6 until 7 p.m., for their 
orientation meeting for the new 
calendar year.  Pastor Steve will 
address all of the teams together in 
the church sanctuary, and then the 
group will divide to meet 
separately as teams in five of our 
classrooms.  Our five ministry 
teams are:  Discipleship 
Ministries, Outreach Ministries, 

Membership Care Ministries, Communication 
Ministries, and Worship and the Arts.  
 

Potato Bar to Benefit Belvin Family 
The Lacey Martin Fellowship Class is sponsoring a 
potato bar after the second service on Sunday, January 
18, to benefit the David Belvin family.  The Belvins’ 
trailer on Crab Thicket Road, Gloucester, was destroyed 
by fire on the weekend of December 14.  The Belvins 
did not have insurance.  At this time David and his wife 
Beth are living in the Esther Thompson Cottage, a 
mission of Bethany UMC.  David is the stepson of 
Bethany member Pete Dunston.  Please plan to stay after 
the service, enjoy a big baked potato with all the fixings, 
and make a generous donation to this family in need.   
 
 
 
 
Church Officers to Be Consecrated on 
January 11. 
On Sunday, January 11, 
Bethany’s 2009 officers will 
be recognized and consecrated 
during both worship services.  
Also on that Sunday, copies 
of our 2009 officers and 
church committees will be 
available on the tables at both 
entrances to the sanctuary.  
Persons elected to new positions in the church include 
the following: 
 Administrative Board chairperson:   
  Alan Harvey 

Administrative Board vice chairperson:   
 Sid Dixon 
Church and Society chair: Nancy Orth 
Communications Team chairperson: 
 Rey Morales 
Disaster Response:  Roy Bauschatz 
Discipleship Ministries chair:  

Loretta Leigh 
Finance chairperson:  Tom Sawyer 
George Nelson Concert Series:   

Harvey Williams 
Hermitage Guild:      
 Charles and Linda Enroughty 
Inactive Members: Darlene Bauschatz 
Missions chairperson:  Kevin Kiley 
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations chairperson:  
  Marion Dixon 
Prayer Coordinator: Dawn Cluts 
Recording Secretary: Loreen Paiva 
Sunday School Superintendent:   
 Bernard Robins 
Treasurer : Marcia Hargis 
UM Family Services rep:  Sue Morecock 
UM Women President: Marsha Miller 
UMYF co-President: Michael Sage 
Worship and the Arts Team chair:  
 Paul Kendall 

Most of our 2009 officers are continuing in their post 
and are not mentioned here. 

 

District Training for Church Leaders 
on Jan. 24 
Again this year the Rappahannock District will sponsor 
training for church leaders.  The date will be Saturday, 
January 24, and the place will be Kilmarnock United 
Methodist Church.  The morning session (9 a.m. through 
noon) will focus on youth ministry, with the keynote 
address entitled “Mission as a Way of Life for Youth”.  
The afternoon session (1 – 3 p.m.) will offer a wide 
range of workshops, including Evangelism, Scouting, 
Missions, Disaster Response, Church Treasurer, Planned 
Giving, Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and Five 
Habits of Fruitful Churches.  The deadline for 
registrations is January 19.  For those who choose to eat 
at the church, the cost is $7.00 per person for lunch; 
there is no other cost involved.  You may attend the 
morning session, the afternoon session, or both.  
Registration forms are available on the table opposite the 
church office. 
 
 
 
 

For Those without E-Mail 
Dawn Cluts, our new Prayer Coordinator, is 
interested in starting a Telephone Prayer Chain, for 
those who do not have e-mail capabilities.  The 
Telephone Prayer Chain would supplement the 
excellent e-mail prayer group supervised by 
Charlotte Cecil.  The Telephone Prayer Chain 
would involve being willing to receive a phone call 
with a prayer request, immediately praying for the 
situation, and then without delay phoning the next 
person on the list with the request, until everyone 
on the chain has received the message.  If you 
would like to participate in the Telephone Prayer 

Chain, please contact Dawn Cluts at 684-5340.  
 

New Church Directories Available 
Twice a year Bethany prints a new directory of church 
members with updated phone numbers, mailing 
addresses, and e-mail addresses.  Our January edition 
will be available on January 18 on the tables just outside 
each entrance to our sanctuary.  Be sure to pick one up to 
keep next to your home phone. 



 

2009 Budgets Available 
Detailed line-item budgets for 2009 will be available 
during the month of January at both entrances to the 
church sanctuary.  This budget was approved by our 
Church Conference last October.  Please pick up a copy 
and acquaint yourself with the many important causes 
that your contributions are supporting. 
 

XYZ Features New Librarian 
At the XYZ Club meeting on January 21, Melissa 
Malcomb, the new librarian for Gloucester County, will 
be the guest speaker.  The covered dish luncheon will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. with the program to follow.  All 
persons 55 years of age or older are invited to attend. 
 

Banner Arriving Late? 
It is the intention of the church office that you receive 
your Bethany Banner prior to the first day of the month.  
Recently the church has experienced difficulties with the 
post office relating to prompt deliveries, with newsletters 
occasionally arriving two weeks after they were mailed.  
In the event that your Banner arrives late, please notify 
the church office.  And, in the meantime, if you have 
Internet capabilities, please go to our church website 
www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net and click on “Church 
Newsletter” or “Church Calendar” and you will find the 
current issue of the Banner and monthly calendar posted 
before the first day of the month. 
 

To Add a Name to the 
Prayer List in the 
Bulletin 
If you would like to add a name (or 
remove a name) on the prayer list in 
our church bulletin, please contact 
the church office (642-2110) or 
bethanyumc3@verizon.net  
Thanks! 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas from Clara Biswas 
Dear Friends, 

Peace, love and joy to you all this Christmas 
and for the coming New Year! 
 

Our communities have once again benefited 
from your love and generous support in our outreach 
program.  Thank you for your continuous assistance that 
helps many needy women and children to enjoy the 
blessings of your unselfish acts of love…As a 
missionary, I gratefully appreciate your acts of love 
which inspire me to carry on helping these marginalized 
people.  Let us continue being partners in bringing 
change in Cambodia in the little ways we can.  
 

Again, on behalf of children and the 
communities, I thank you from the bottom of my heart 
and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 2009.   
 

God bless you all! 
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[Clara included with her letter a hand-drawn Christmas 
card from a Cambodian child, which has been posted on 
the church bulletin board.  Note:  Clara’s birthday was 
on December 25.] 
 

Bethany Generous to 
Cambodian Mission 
Thanks to the generosity of Bethany 
members and friends during the 
month of December, over $1,775 was 
contributed to United Methodist 
mission efforts among the poor in 
Cambodia.  The breakdown is as 
follows:  $1,100 for rice, $350 for a weaving and sewing 
scholarship, $200 for a cow, $50 for the schooling for an 
orphan, $50 for a vegetable garden plot, $15 for Sunday 
School materials, and $10 for water filters.  In addition 
to this amount raised during Advent, Bethany has 
contributed in the 2008 year $3,315 toward Clara 
Biswas’ salary support.   

 

In the Event of Inclement Weather 
When the weather on Sunday morning is miserable, we 
will try to get out the word in several different ways to 
our congregation that there is a cancellation. 

·  A message will be placed on the church 
answering machine (642-2110) 

·  Charlotte Cecil will send out a group e-mail to 
everyone on her church e-mail address list 

·  A message will be placed on the Home Page of 
our church website  
www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net   

·   Tune into WXGM 99.1 FM for church 
cancellations 

 
Announcements will be placed no later than 6:00 a.m. on 
Sunday morning.  If there are no announcements posted, 
please interpret this to mean that church activities will 
proceed as normal.  During weekdays the church office 
will be closed any day that Gloucester public schools are 
closed because of the weather. 
 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Column:  “Hopefulness for 
2009”  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 

 
As you stand on the threshold of a 
new year and squint toward an 
unknown future, what do you see?  
Can you make out any shapes in 
the murky shadows?  Can you 
detect any movement that might 
give you a clue as to tomorrow?  
Of course, none of us have the 
clairvoyance to really see into the 
future.  Only God knows the 
future.  It doesn’t take living too 
many years to prove the point that 
the future is full of surprises, 

some welcome and some not-so-welcome. 
 

Given that the future is unknown and that history has 
shown us that unexpected events may dismay us as well 
as thrill us, it is interesting that Christians are counseled 



in the Scriptures to be hopeful people!  The Apostle Paul 
prayed for the gift of hopefulness for his Roman readers.  
Someone may want to ask:  How is hopefulness 
appropriate when both positive and negative outcomes 
(judged from a human perspective) are possible?  Would 
not a wait-and-see caution or even a healthy skepticism 
be more appropriate, given the future’s unknown? 
 

Well, the Christian is counseled to be hopeful because he 
or she believes that with God there are always 
possibilities for grace.  The Christians believes that there 
are always opportunities for a God who can do all things 
to work within a person or a situation for good.  We 
believe that with God there are no absolutely hopeless 
situations, no irredeemable souls.  We believe that God 
can bring something good out of every trying situation.  
We believe that the Holy Spirit is working even now in 
the world to bring about God’s good purposes.  And we 
believe that God’s ultimate future will be sunny and 
bright. 
 

So as I gaze into the vast unknown future of 2009 I do so 
with hopefulness.  I am hopeful that the tottering 
economic ship will right itself and that people will be 
back to work, that confidence will be restored in our 
economy, and that more and more of the economically 
oppressed will enjoy the material blessings of God.  I am 
hopeful that our new President will get off to a great 
start, that he will make wise decisions, and that he will 
receive wide bipartisan support as he attempts to lead 
our country through some trying times.  I am hopeful 
that the political situation in Iraq will continue to 
stabilize, that violence there will continue to decrease, 
and that more and more of our troops will be able to 
come home.  I am hopeful that battered Gloucester 
County will right itself and that people will become 
proud of their local government again.  I am hopeful that 
Bethany UMC will continue to grow, not only in 
numbers, but also in its devotion to Christ, in its 
commitment to maintain unity in the midst of its diverse 
constituencies, and in its faithfulness to serve its 
community and world. 
 

I am hopeful for 2009 because I believe in a God who is 
real and who is at work in the world.  I invite you to join 
me in that hopefulness 
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Labor of Love Needed 
Did you know that Bethany now has 11 photo albums 
containing picture of Bethany individuals, groups, and 
events dating back to the pastorate of Linwood Daniel 
(and a few even earlier).  These albums represent a photo 
history of our church (to complement our written 
history) and are currently kept in the church office.  The 
photos are securely displayed in photo pockets in the 
attractive albums.  There is a place adjacent to each 
photo to jot down a description of the photo.  There is 
one problem, however.  The great majority of the older 
photos in the albums are not labeled!  In many cases 
there is no identification as to the year, the event, or the 
individuals who are pictured!  That doesn’t seem to be a 
problem now, as we could probably bring three or four 
of you together and without too much difficulty you 
could identify 95% or more of the events and persons in 
the photos.  But as years go by, memories fade, people 
pass on, and in 20, 30, 40 years time we’ll be left with a 
whole lot of photos we’ll be scratching our heads about.  
And what might have been a vital record of our church 
history will be just a collection of old photos.  This 
unfortunate scenario does not have to be!  Now is the 
time to do something about it!  It will take some time—
there are literally hundreds of unidentified photos--but 

several persons with good memories, patience, some 
time on their hands, and a good pencil could help make 
us current.  Please let the pastor know if you would be 
willing to help. 
 

 
United Methodist Day at the 

General Assembly 
February 5, 2009 

 
Some of us will be going to 
Richmond for United Methodist Day at the General 
Assembly.  If you would like to go, call the Harvey’s 
(684-2790) or the church office.  It’s a great opportunity 
to meet our delegate and learn what our government is 
doing at the state level. 

 
 

2008 Bethany Bazaar Distributes 
$14,862.22 
A bazaar fund disbursement committee consisting of 
Alan Harvey, Doris Luther, Charlotte Cecil, Mike 
Andersen, Jeannie Harrell and Janet Chapin met on 
December 18, 2008.  The following organizations and 
individuals will receive monetary support from the 
bazaar: Jennifer and John Dooley (mission trip to china), 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Day Break Center, 
Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic, Red Bird Mission, 
Henderson Settlement, Henry Fork Community Center, 
Portsmouth Wesley Center, Boy’s and Girl’s Club of 
Gloucester, Salvation Army, Gloucester Housing 
Partnership, Camp Rainbow Connection, Gloucester-
Mathews Free Clinic, Heart Haven, Abingdon Volunteer 
Fire Dept. and Rescue Squad, Rappahannock District 
Youth Choir, Meals on Wheels (in honor of our Bethany 
drivers), Laurel Shelter, Three Rivers Healthy Families, 
Helping Hands Ministry, anonymous family living in 
poverty, and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission. 
 

This year’s Bazaar was truly blessed by the Holy Spirit.  
The outpouring of time, talents and prayers throughout 
this year has made the 2008 Bazaar a success.  Our 
combined efforts will be a blessing to many others.  
Thank-you for being a loving ���������	��
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Bazaar co-chairmen Jeannie Harrell and Janet Chapin 

 
We look forward to seeing all Third, Fourth and Fifth  
graders with their Bibles and a friend! 

 
Happy New Year Guys! 

See you then, 
Miss Kris and Miss Jane 

 

 
The Bethany Bible Buddies will be 

sponsoring a 

Snowflake Cupcake Sale 
January 18th in the WBFH! 

  
All proceeds will benefit 
David and Beth Belvin. 

 
Please note:  Cupcake Bakers 

are needed for 
 this event!! 

 



Please notify Kris Kent or Jane Neithamer if you are 
able to help. 

 

Your generous assistance is greatly appreciated! 
 

 
 

 

 
Ever wonder exactly what goes on in 

Children's Church?    Well come find out 
during the 

 
Children's Church Open House 

 

January 25th during the 11:00 am Worship Service. 
Immediately after is the 

 

2009 Annual Children's Ministry 
Committee Luncheon 

 

The following people are encouraged to attend: 
1.)  All parents of preschoolers through fifth graders.  
 

2.)Grandparents of Bethany children. 
 

3.)  Lovers of children that interested in serving on this 
committee.  
 

Let your voice be heard as we brainstorm and plan 2009 
activities. 
 

Deli sandwiches will be served, please bring a cold salad 
or dessert. 
 

Child Care will be provided by the BUMC Youth. 
Please contact Kris Kent for details. 

kentcrew@cox.net or 642-6438  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to Judith Williams, Lynda Tipton, Dawn 
Cluts, Sandy Fox, and Steve and Dawn McDade for all 
you help during the Youth Christmas Party!  You are 
truly a blessing!  Thank you parents and youth for all of 
your love, prayers, and support this past year.  I truly 
love and appreciate each one of you! 
 

Love and Prayers, 
Sondra 

 
A huge thanks to Denise Campbell and Bethany’s youth 
for braving the bitter cold to ring bells for the Salvation 
Army!  Your dedication and love for your community is 
greatly appreciated! 

 

A big thank you to Laura Polk, Theresa Polk and Sue 
Morecock for showing such kindness and generosity by 
providing wonderful meals for Bethany’s youth group.  
You blessed many hearts and stomachs!  Thank you 
ladies for your continuous support. 
 

Adult volunteers needed to help plan, prepare, and serve 
during the February dinner theater.  Planning process 
would begin in January.  Your help would be greatly 
appreciated.  Please contact Sondra at 804-641-1067 for 
more information. 
 

Help needed please ~ with youth dinners for the winter.  
If you are able and willing to provide a meal, please see 
sign-up sheet next to the youth room for dates and 
details.   
 
 

 
 

Bethany MYF will meet on January 4, 11, 18, 
and 25 at 5:00-6:00 p.m. for Bible study 

and from 6:00-7:30 p.m. for Dinner/MYF 
 

Youth play rehearsal will be held from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. on January 9,16, and 23 

 
 
 
 

Religions of the World 


















Come out the first Thursday in January and continue our 
journey on learning about the religions of the world.   
 
Date: January 8 
 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 
 
Speaker: Jack Chase, who will tell us about the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
 
 
Bible Study 
Women’s Bible Study 
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives. We are currently studying a Women of 
Faith book called Understanding Purpose.  This book 
asks the question “What is God’s purpose for me as a 
woman?”  Come and join us as we together seek to find 
an answer to this question.   We meet in the Faith 
Classroom on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm 

Men’s Bible Study 
We are currently studying the book of Acts.  Come and 
join us for fellowship and study!  We always have room 
for more men.  You can join us anytime . . . don't wait 
until we start another book!  We meet on Monday’s from 
7-8:30pm in the Journey Classroom.  Please call David 
Chapin for information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30 
for our Bethany Reunion Group.  We are brothers and 



sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week 
and see how our spiritual journey is going.   Spring 
men's and women's walks are quickly approaching.  If 
you feel like you'd like to go on an Emmaus Walk please 
speak to Pastor Steve.  Dates for the Peninsula Rainbow 
Emmaus Walks are as follows: 

Men:  March 12-15, 2009 

Women: April 30 - May 3, 2009 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
What is Lay Speakers 
Ministry?  
Lay Speaking Ministries is a 
program to provide training 
opportunities and experiences 
to equip disciples of Jesus 
Christ to realize and respond 
to their personal call to 
ministry. Lay Speaking 

Ministries strives to help disciples become aware of their 
particular gift or gifts by offering educational events to 
enhance and develop the skill level necessary for the full 
fruition of these gifts. It is an excellent vehicle for 
servant ministry skill development and has aided 
thousands of church members to be better servants of 
Jesus Christ, to become stronger church family leaders, 
and to more capably assist their pastors. 
 

The next Lay Speakers Ministry training will be at 
VUMAC Blackstone February 27 - March 1, 2009.  
Registration is required.   
 
 
Prayer Shawl and Prayer Quilt Ministries 
Do you remember hearing about the two new ministries 
that we are beginning at Bethany? 
Well...the time is here!  We will have an organizational 
meeting on Tuesday January 29th at 10am and 7pm.  
You pick the time that's convenient for you.  We need 
you!  

 
 
 
 
(continued) 
 
We would like to bring comfort, prayer and joy to the 
sick, needy and the newly born in our 
congregation.   We are so excited!  So, if you crochet,  
knit, sew, don’t sew, tie knots, like to pray for others and 
enjoy Christian fellowship these ministries are for you!  
No experience in necessary.  We also need people who 
have administrative skills to help keep us focused and 
organized.   Come and join us!  If you’d like to help start 
this ministry please call Janet Chapin at 642-6822 
 

Book Corner 

Jesus of Nazareth by Pope Benedict XVI  
The Pope argues that Jesus brought to the world neither 
universal prosperity nor peace, but God. Indeed, Jesus 
cannot be understood outside of his relationship with 
God the Father, "which is the true center of his 
personality."  

 

100 Ways to Simplify Your Life by Joyce Meyer 
Joyce shares the most effective secrets she's learned over 
the years for making the most of each minute of the day. 
Each chapter is two pages or less!  Joyce gives us 
'doable' tips that are simple to follow.  Following them 
can change your whole outlook, not to mention your 
schedule. 

 

Where Do I Go? A Yada Yada House of Hope Novel 
by Neta Jackson 
"Where do I go when there's no one else to turn to? . . . I 
go to the Rock I know that's able, I go to the Rock."  Can 
Gabrielle juggle her angry husband and his new 
business, her sons when they come home for the 
summer, her ill mother, her job and her growing interest 
in God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To know the love of God personally through Jesus 
Christ, 

To share the love of God through fellowship  
as a congregation, 

To spread the love of God throughout our community 
and the world. 

 

 
  
 


