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On Friday, February 13and Saturday, February 4Bethany’s youth will preserEhristmas at the
Cricket County Café. Actors are from the Bethany UMC Youth Group.tHaay’s Youth Director is
Sondra Colbert. The play is directed by Bethamisic Director, Sandra Fox.

Christmas at the Cricket County Café
By: Eddie McPherson

Granny Taylor is cooking her famous supply at haféc She has asked the help of her snooty City
Cousins. Though such manual labor is clearly bbnteem, the only reason they agree is to hear the
amendment to rich Uncle Zeke's will read after & customer leaves. Dodging grouchy Granny's
verbal bullets, they bust their britches to getirtheork done, because money talks -- with a Souther
twang! There's more brewing at the Café than tlustcoffee. Country Cousin Fester is turning iato
cool dude, grumpy Granny a wanna-be Snow Queenwaatls with Oswald buttering up his boss faster
than Granny's homemade biscuits? Uncle Zeke’sredtling stops everyone in their tracks. There's a
major attitude shift in the Café as all recognize folly of their selfish ways and focus on thelbiof the
baby Jesus.

Dinner will be served which will consist of bakephghetti, salad, bread, and dessert. We are agking
donations for the tickets because we realize tratyniamilies are being affected by the economyl Al
proceeds will benefit sending about 25 of our ydthielping Hands Mission Camp this summer. This
is the camp that benefits the Gloucester communitickets will be available following each worship
service. Thank you for your continuous love anpipsuit for Bethany’s youth.

Pound cake, French bread, tomatoes, peppers, omndscucumber donations are needed for our dinner
theater. We are requesting the vegetable donatiptise evening of Tuesday, February’10We would
need the bread/pound cakes by the evening of Tayrétkbruary 12 Please contact Sue Morecock at



757-875-1603 or Sondra at 642-0467, or by esdsD01@cox.neif you are able to donate any of these
items. Your help would be greatly appreciated.




Religions of the World

Come out the first Thursday in February and comtinu
our journey on learning about the religions of weeld.

Date: February 5
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church

Speaker: Pastor Shaspri who will tell us aboutHhmeiu
Faith

Bible Study

Women'’s Bible Study

We are a group of women seeking to know God'’s wor
for our lives. We will begin a new study on Febsugl.
Come and join us as we grow in our knowledge an
relationship with Jesus Christ.  We meet in Hadth
Classroom on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm

Men’s Bible Study

We are currently studying the book of Acts. Comd a
join us for fellowship and study! We always havem
for more men. You can join us anytime . . . dovit
until we start another book! We meet on Mondayosrf
7-8:30pm in the Journey Classroom. Please calidDav
Chapin for information.

Walk to Emmaus
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Fligh
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:3
for our Bethany Reunion Group. We are brothers an
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about waek
and see how our spiritual journey is going. Sprin
men's and women's walks are quickly approachirig.
you feel like you'd like to go on an Emmaus Walkgsle
speak to Pastor Steve. Dates for the PeninsulgbBai
Emmaus Walks are as follows:

Men: March 12-15, 200%\pplication is February 13th

Women: April 30 - May 3, 2009
Application is March 30th

—

Our Mission
STATEMENT

To know the love of God personally through Jesus
Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,
To spread the love of God throughout our community
and the world.

What is Lay Speakers Ministry?

Lay Speakers Ministry training will be at VUMAC
Blackstone February 27 - March 1, 2009. Regisirais
required. This is a link for the registration rfor
http://www.vaumc.org/repository/events/2009L SMAcad

emn.pdf

According to the VA Conference web-site ... This is
what a Lay Speaker is:

A United Methodist Speaker is a member of a local
church or charge who:

1. Is an active supportive member of the United
Methodist Church

2. Is ready and eager to serve the Church

3. Is well informed on and committed to the Scniptu
and the doctrine, heritage, organization, #edf
the United Methodist Church

4. Has received specific training to develop shills
witnessing to the Christian faith through spoke
communications, church and community leadership
and care-giving ministries.

5. Is committed to witnessing through church and
community leadership, care-giving ministriesd a
spoken communication

6. Is willing to improve his or her skills for seére.

Stewardship Nuggett

The Seventh Day Adventist
Church expects people who joi
their congregations to practic
self-sacrifice. Statistically, they
are one of the highest per-capii ¢
giving denominations in row ., 4
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America. Do the Adventists wear clothes, drivescar
send children to college, pay mortgages on homes, a
have electricity bills? Yes, they do, just likeeeyone
else. What makes the difference then? Simplytpair
value system makes the difference—not just thdiebe
in tithing and giving offerings beyond the 10 pericef
income—ybut their belief that Jesus meant it when h
said, “Strive first for his righteousness, and thikse
things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 8)3
What does your giving say that you believe?

The Book Corner

The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations
by Robert Schnase

The five practices of fruitful congregations:
-Radical Hospitality

-Passionate Worship

-Intentional Faith Development

-Risk taking Mission and Service
-Extravagant Generosity

Experiencing the Words of Jesus: Trusting YAwsce,
Hearing His Hearby Max Lucado

In Experiencing the Words of Jesus, you will hadwe t
opportunity to hear the voice of Jesus for yourself

Bible Buddies

Hey all you &, 4" and %' graders!!
Bible Buddies will be meeting on
Sunday, February 8 and 22. Come a
6:00 for a yummy dinner and stay
until 7:30 for fun and fellowship!

Bring your Bible and a friend and we
will see you then! -Ms. Kris and
Ms. Jane

Thank you to everyone
that baked the delicious
cupcakes for the
Snowflake Cupcake
sale held on January
18". Because of your

[

generosity, the Bible

Buddies were able to donate $170.00 towards theirBel
family’s home recovery costs. The children actuall
counted the money and were all quite impressed how
much had been donated! This type of project proves
how much difference a child can make when it cotones
helping others.  Thank you for encouraging and
displaying a strong Christian attitude for Bethankids.

-Jane Neithamer and Kris Kent

We are at it again!

Come be “King
Pin” at the February
CCF Event

It's the Bethany
Bowling Bash for
bowlers that are in
preschool through
fifth grade —“Spare”
some time on
Saturday, February
21%

Ride the Bethany Bus at 3:30 p.m. or we’ll meet gbu
The Village Lanes at 4:00p.m.

Hope to see you then
~ Kris Kent ~
642-6438/kentcrew@cox.net

A huge thank you to Sue Morecock, Norma Taylor and
Dawn McDade for providing wonderful dinners for
Bethany's youth for the month of January! Your
kindness has blessed many in more ways than ydu wil
ever know! A special note of thanks to Juan's Reatd

in Gloucester Point for providing chips, salsa, @il

for our youth to enjoy with their meal! We also ajlg
appreciate Gloucester Point Taco Bell and Pizzafétut
their continuous support to the youth program of
Bethany! It is a blessing to see that our locala@snts
support our youth.

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial
In the month of March
The United Methodist
Women will be
celebrating “A Call to
Prayer and Self-denial”.



We will have a joint meeting of the Naomi and JOY]
Circles on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 700 p.m. We w
have a program highlighting Food Security. The gwal
this program is to equip members of the Uniteqg
Methodist Church to answer God's call to end hungsr
individuals and a larger organization. Members ar
asked to bring a piece of fruit and forgo dinner ttee
evening (health conditions permitting) as a waptiog
into focus those who go without food on a dailyibas
The offering collected will fund grassroots progect
which support computer literacy, information teclugy
training and English as a second-language. Matigehl
communities, especially women, children and youith w
gain access to information technology through thes
offerings.

We invite all women of the church to join us foiisth
evening to experience one aspect of the Unite
Methodist Women’s Organization and to embrace th
fellowship of Christian women.

Sermons for February
February 1: “Our Brother's Keeper” based
on 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

February 8: “A Whole City in Need”
based on Mark 1:29-34

February 15: “Touched by a Loving
Heart” based on Mark 1:40-45
February 22: “Sonshine” based on 2
Corinthians 3:17 — 4:6

Focused Prayer Topics

We meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Mary Lotsey classroom.
Feb. 4: Scouting Ministries

Feb. 11: Persons with Mental Handicaps

Feb. 18: Our New Church Members

Ash Wednesday
Supper and Service

Bethany has the tradition of
beginning the season of Lent
with a soup supper, followed
by an Ash Wednesday service.
This year Lent begins on
Wednesday, February 25, and
Bethany will continue this

tradition. The soup supper
begins in the Warren Belvin
Fellowship Hall at 6:15 p.m.
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Family Ministries is

coordinating the supper and is asking everyoneritgb
their own favorite soup to share. Bread, crackers,
beverages, and desserts will be provided. Thecgerv
begins at 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary and wil
culminate in the imposition of ashes, as worshiperae
forward to the altar rail. All are invited to parpate in
this very meaningful way to begin the season oftLen

American guitarist Stephen Bennett has become known
over the last two decades as a versatile and atigin

musician consistently garnering critical praise and
audience enthusiasm for his recordings and live
performances.

With his musicality, relaxed stage presence andkgui
wit, Stephen has performed throughout the United
States, as well as in Canada, Australia, Japan, and
around Europe. With nearly 20 CD recordings to his
credit at this writing, a new Stephen Bennett rdocw is
always in the works.

Aside from his work on the six-string guitar, Stephs
also one of the world's premiere performers onHhg
Guitar, an instrument he inherited from his great-
grandfather. As a composer and arranger, he hatedre
an enduring repertoire and a significant body obrded
work for this instrument. He organized and hostesl t
world’s first harp guitar convention — the Harp Gui
Gathering — held November 2003 in Williamsburg,
Virginia. Slide work on his 1930 National resophwon
steel guitar is also an important part of Stephen's
instrumental diversity.

The image of Stephen Bennett embracing his hatamgui
is the one that tends to linger. The fact that Is#epis
only too happy to champion the cause of the haifaigu
may inadvertently obscure his abilities on the sikag
instrument. In what is becoming known as the Golden
Age of Guitar Luthiery (guitar-making), it's easp t
overlook the fact that this is also the Golden Age
Guitar Playing. With six strings or more, as onetlod



most original and prolific composers and arrandgers

the guitar on the current scene, Stephen Bennett |i

clearly a part of the latter heritage.

Gavin David West Baptized
On Sunday, January 4, Jonathan and Leanna We
presented their son, Gavin David West, for the

sacrament of Christian Baptism. The Wests cuwentl
reside in Sacramento, California. Gavin is thengsan

of Bob and Nancy Orth. May God continue to add hi
blessing!

Congratulations to

George and Joni!

George Neal and Joni Diamond-
Silvers were married in a private ceremony on $kyir
January 3. A reception was held for the churchlfam
and friends on Saturday, Jan. 30. The Neals aidimg

at 2102 Soundings Crescent Ct. in Suffolk (757-484-
9242).

Membership Statistics for 2008

In the year of 2008 Bethany UMC received 36 ney
members into the church family. Eight members wer
lost through death; six transferred to other chescland
twenty-seven inactive members asked that the
membership be withdrawn. Our full membership abll
the end of 2008 stood at 636. Our average worsh
attendance on Sunday morning was 210, and ourg@geere
Sunday School attendance was 77.

Kudos and Brickbats

On occasion a member of the congregation may waish
provide evaluative feedback to the pastor or to ohe
our staff members. It is usually best to voice firaise
or criticism directly to the individual involved.
However, when doing so would be awkward, you
comment, pro or con, may be directed to any meraber
the Staff-Parish Relations Committee. Should you

concern be put into writing, please sign your name;

anonymous complaints will not be considered. Al
comments received will be treated -carefully ang
confidentially. Members of the SPR Committee for
2009 include:  Marion Dixon, chairperson; Vicki
Williams, Jackie Hampton,
Harrell, Judy Hudgins, Suzanne Sterling, David Gmap
Scott Glaze, Archie Leigh, and Alan Harvey.

Confirmation Class to Begin Feb. 22

Once again, Pastor Steve will be leading a Contiona
Class for young people who are not yet membersef t
church. Young people will learn about faith in Gtite

Charla Barnard, Gene
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Holy Scriptures, the identity of Jesus Christ, witat
means to be saved, how to pray, the Sacraments, our
Christian calling, faithful church membership, ambdat

is special about United Methodism. Each youngaqrers
will be paired with an adult mentor, to assist in
occasional homework assignments and to provide
general encouragement. Classes will be held framh5l
p.m. until 1:45 p.m. each Sunday, following a ligirich

at the church. The class will meet for nine Susday
with a break taken for the district youth retreathdarch

15 and Easter on April 12. Sixth graders and alzoee
invited to enroll in the class. For more infornoati
please contact Pastor Steve.

Our Treasurer’s Office Hours

As you can imagine the work of the church treasiger
one of the most demanding unpaid jobs at Bethany
UMC, requiring the signing of as many as 75 chquks
week. Our new treasurer, Marcia Hargis, has destica
eight hours per week to that task and is settiidpasne
morning and one afternoon per week to that task.
Marcia's office hours will beTuesday afternoons from
12:30 until 4:30 p.m.andFriday mornings from 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Marcia will welcome your questions
and requests during those two time frames. She wil
check the treasurer’s mailbox outside the churditeof

at least twice a week, prior to her office houRlease
remember that Marcia requires vouchers for all
payments and reimbursements. Those vouchers are
available in the labeled box outside the churcliceff
Marcia will work out of her home at 1317 Laurens.,Rd
Gloucester Point (684-2203).

Bethany Members Generous in Giving
By means of our 2008 budget
Bethany members contributed to
the following mission causes, over
and above our support of district
and conference obligations:

Barnabas

Project--$250
Bay Aging

Meals on Wheels--$600
Boys and Girls Club of Gloucester--$500
Gloucester Housing Project--$3,500



Habitat for Humanity--$2,000

Henry Fork Service Center--$100
Jeremiah Project--$500

Laurel Shelter--$250

Missionary Clara Biswas--$3,180
Salvation Army--$650

Samaritan Group--$600

Society of St. Andrew--$2,000

UMCOR (Volunteers in Mission)--$1,000
World Hunger--$4,000

Outside the budget, through special offerings raszbat
Bethany over the course of the year, the congragati
also supported these United Methodist-related omissi
causes:

2008 Hurricanes Relief--$500

Annual Conference Offering--$1,204

Camp Rainbow Connection $250

Disaster Relief in Virginia--$550

Haiti Emergency--$500

Heart Havens--$457

Katrina Church Relief--$552

Malaria Nets--$437

Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic--$230

Sager Brown Depot--$66

UM Family Services--$450

UM Homes Samaritan Fund--$355

UMCOR undesignated--$180
(Other special offerings outside our church budget,
which were not sent through our conference treasure
are not reflected in the above list.)
We appreciate the faithful giving of our congregatbn
throughout the year!

Bethany UMC Meets 2008 Budget!

Thanks to the faithful giving of its congregation,
Bethany UMC met all of its budget obligations f@03.
This includes the payment of 100% of salary obiaye,
conference apportionments, mission giving goals, &
well as the payment of all bills. A big “thank yoto
everyone in the congregation for their faithful igty to
the church, by large gifts or small, throughoutykar.

Our Deepest Sympathy

The Bethany congregation offers is deepest sympathy
Abigail and Lee Woodhouse on the death of her masba
and his father George Woodhouse on January 2
George was a member of Bethany UMC since 1992.
memorial service was held in the church sanctuary g
Friday, Jan. 30.

OOoPSs!
Please make a correction on the church calendar

that on February 19 the Emmaus group will meet

©

for a covered dish meal in the WBFH at 6 :00 p.m.
and not 6:30

Pastor’s Column: “A Channel for
Your Generosity”

And when we take your gifts to those who need
them, they will break out in thanksgiving to G&d
Corinthians 9:11b NLT).

The Apostle Paul was writing to the Christians
at Corinth about the special offering they werevjatimg
to help the poor in the Jerusalem church. Paubkdiim
would be taking that offering with him to Jerusalém
present to the elders of the church there. Pdidipates
that when the needy receive those monetary gitty th
will be overjoyed and will give God hearty thanksgg.

One of my privileges as pastor here is to be able
to take your gifts and distribute them to peopleoveine
in material need. The mechanism for this chamabl
giving is the Pastor's Discretionary Fund, which |
administer on your behalf. The Pastor’'s Discretign
Fund is funded chiefly from freewill gifts from the
congregation that are over and beyond one’s regular
giving to the church budget. In addition to thedpl
giving of individuals, this year the Pastor’s Distonary
Fund received a generous boost from our Bethany
Bazaar proceeds. As | become aware of genuine thuma
need, | then prayerfully disburse from the fundhidp
individuals who are struggling in meeting thosedwzee

The year of 2008 was a banner year for helping
folks through the Pastor’'s Discretionary Fund. dilgh
your generosity we were able to help 30 different
individuals in need to the tune of $9,362.00. Sarhe
these individuals were members of Bethany churcbh wh
had fallen into hard times, but many of them wezedy
individuals and families outside our congregatiorhe
Pastor’'s Discretionary Fund was used to help pmovid
mortgage assistance, rent assistance, utility bill
payments, auto repair, home repairs, shelter abt@Im
clothing, medical supplies, gasoline, Christmadsgif
child support, and event registration.

Even though we were able to help many people
through the Pastor's Discretionary Fund, there were
some whom we did not help. Many people who request
help from our church we refer to the Salvation Army
The Salvation Army has the capability of fully chieg
out a person’s references and certifying that auigen
need exists. We ask the Salvation Army to call us,
verifying the need, and then | send the SalvatiomyAa
check to help cover those expenses. Also, theve ha
been times during the year that we have had ircserff
funds available to respond to legitimate requedBsit
whenever the funds have gotten low and | have dhare



that fact with the congregation, you have comeugho
with additional donations. Thank you!

It has been my joy to receive many, many thank
you's from people whom we have helped over the
course of the year. Because of the confidentialitthe
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund you do not normally tet
hear those thank you’'s. But please know that duple
whom we have assisted are deeply appreciative and
many are turning grateful hearts to God.
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