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What is a Lay Speaker? 
A United Methodist Lay Speaker 
is a member of a local church or 
charge who: 

·  Is an active supportive 
member of the United 
Methodist Church 

·  Is ready and eager to 
serve the church 

·  Is well informed on and committed to the 
scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of the United Methodist 
Church 

·  Has received specific training to develop skills 
in witnessing to the Christian faith through 
spoken communications, church and community 
leadership, and care-giving ministries 

·  Is committed to witnessing through church and 
community leadership, care-giving ministries 
and spoken communication  

·  Is willing to improve his or her skills for service 
 
Do you know that Bethany has 4 Certified Lay 
Speakers?  Do you know that you also may attend the 
training offered to become a Local Church Lay Speaker? 
 
Lay Ministries Academy (formerly known as Lay 
Speaking Training) will be held at VUMAC Blackstone 
on February 26-28, 2010.  Look for more info in next 
month’s Bethany Banner or go to www.vaumc.org for 
registration information.  You may also contact Marsha 
Miller or Dolores Breen for further information.  
 
Monday Evening Bible Study 
The Woman’s Bible Study meets in the Faith Classroom 
form 7-8:30 p.m.  The Men’s Bible Study meets in the 
Journey Classroom form 7-8:30 p.m.  We would love to 
have you join us in our study of God’s Word. 
 
Walk to Emmaus  
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo?  Join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 
for our Bethany Reunion Group.  We are brothers and 
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week 
and see how our spiritual journey is going. 
 
There will be NO Peninsula Rainbow Emmaus 
Community Gathering in December.  Look for the 
January Gathering info in your Emmaus Newsletter. 
 
The Book Corner 
The Christmas Promise by Donna VanLiere 

Each Christmas we are given a promise from heaven.  
And each year on earth we make promises to each other.  
We are all given second chances.  This is a sweet story 
about faith, love and forgiveness. 
 
When Christmas Comes by Debbie Macomber 
A widow in Washington State and a Professor in Boston 
house swap for the holidays.  Did they forget to tell there 
friends and family that they were moving for a season?  
This is a funny and light Christmas romance. 
 
The Christmas Bus by Melody Carlson 
Melody Carlson begins her book with Hebrews 13:1-2. . 
”Be ready with a meal or a bed when it’s needed.”  The 
Shepherd’s Inn owner Edith Ryan has decided to open 
her bed and breakfast to strangers for the week before 
Christmas.  This is the week she normally reserves for 
her family.  Come along for a fun Christmas adventure 
with an eclectic group of people.  Are you ready for 
some holiday hospitality? 
Family Movies this Holiday 
“The Ultimate Gift” 
When his wealthy grandfather dies, trust fund baby 
Jason Stevens anticipates a big inheritance.  Instead his 
grandfather has devised a crash course on life: twelve 
tasks (or “gifts”) designed to challenge Jason in 
improbable ways, sending him on a journey to a self-
discovery and forcing him to determine what is most 
important in life: money or happiness.                
 
“The Nativity Story” 
This moving portrayal of the events surrounding the 
birth of Christ is destined to become a Christmas classic.  
Follow the journey of Joseph and Mary from the angel 
Gabriel’s miraculous announcement of the visit of the 
Magi.  Stars Keisha Castle-Hughes and Ciaran Hinds. 
 
“One Night with the King” 
A story that reveals that all of life is under God’s 
command, One Night with the King tells the story of 
Esther, a young girl who rises from peasant to princess 
by going against the culture and seeking the King’s heart 
rather than the Kingdom’s riches.  Stars Peter O’Toole, 
Omar Sharif and newcomer Tiffany Dupont.  
  

 
Church and Society Committee Recycling 

Tips #7 
Treecycling: 93% of all 
U.S. Christmas trees are 
recycled. Our landfill and 
recycling centers do 
accept Christmas trees 



with yard waste and may schedule specific times when they 
are accepted for mulching or chipping. Please check at your 
recycling center. The mulch and chips can be used for 
landscaping, gardening, walk-ways, and hiking trails. In 
some areas the trees are used whole for beachfront erosion 
prevention, shoreline stabilization, and for fish and wildlife 
habitat restoration. When preparing your tree for recycling 
double check that all ornaments, lights, and tinsel have 
been removed. Recycling is better than burning your tree 
outside or inside as they burn rapidly creating a fire hazard, 
cause unnecessary air pollution, and the pine tar in them 
can cause chimney fires. 
 

If you update to LED lights or have incandescent lights you 
do not use, donate them or recycle them. Home Depot does 
accept them for recycling. Also consider donating other 
unused Christmas ornaments and decorations to charities 
for resale or reuse. 
 
Senior Center needs: There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board across from the office if you would be 
willing to volunteer to occasionally be called to drive a 
senior citizen to a doctor’s appointment. You will always 
be given advance notice and can say no if you have a 
conflict. There are other needs listed at the bottom of the 
sign-up sheet. For those things or if you would consider 
volunteering to deliver meals on wheels one day a week 
from 10 AM to 12 noon, please call the Senior Center at 
693-4150.   
 

UMW Events Coming Up 
District Advent Prayer breakfast will be held on Friday 
Dec. 4 at 8:30 a.m. at Urbanna UMC and on Saturday 
Dec. 5 at 8:30 a.m. Tappahannock UMC. Speaker will 
be Cammie Armstrong on “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” 
 
Dec. 7, 1:30 p.m., Bethany Naomi Circle and Joy Circle 
go to Walter Reed Convalescent Center for their yearly 
gift-wrapping party.   
 
Evangelism Visitation 
On Saturday morning, December 12, members of 
Bethany Church will visit neighborhoods and distribute 
flyers listing our Christmas activities.   We will meet at 
Bethany at 9:45am for prayer before we go out.  Persons 
with a warm smile and a loving heart are invited to join 
us.  You are also invited to join our Evangelism Team 
for the coming year.  For further information please 
contact either Archie Leigh at 804-642-2734 or Jane 
Niethamer at 757-273-1613. 
  
"Servants Finish Their Tasks" by Rick Warren.   
Real servants are faithful to their ministry. Servants 
finish their tasks, fulfill their responsibilities, keep 
their promises, and complete their commitments. 
They don't leave a job half undone, and they don't 

quit when they get discouraged. They are 
trustworthy and dependable. Faithfulness has 
always been a rare quality (Psalm 12:1; Proverbs 
20:6; Philippians 2:19-22). Most people don't know 
the meaning of commitment. They make 
commitments casually, then break them for the 
slightest reason without any hesitation, remorse, or 
regret. Every week, churches and other 
organizations must improvise because volunteers 
didn't prepare, didn't show up, or didn't even call to 
say they weren't coming.  Can you be counted on by 
others? Are there promises you need to keep, vows 
you need to fulfill, or commitments you need to 
honor?  This is a test. God is testing your 
faithfulness. If you pass the test, you're in good 
company: Abraham, Moses, Samuel, David, Daniel, 
Timothy, and Paul were all called faithful servants 
of God.  Even better, God has promised to reward 
your faithfulness in eternity. Imagine what it will 
feel like one day to have God say to you, "Well 
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will 
give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate 
together!" (Matthew 25:23 NLT).  By the way, 
faithful servants never retire. They serve faithfully 
as long as they're alive. You can retire from your 
career, but you will never retire from serving God.    
Jane Niethamer 
 
 

Sermons for December 
Dec    6 “A Stop at the Jordan” based on Luke 3:1-14 
 

Dec. 13 “How to Get to Christmas without Losing Your 
               Religion” based on Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Dec. 20 Choir Cantata: “I Hear the Prophet Callin’”  
 

Dec. 27 Gideon Speaker 
 

Prayer Focuses for December 
Dec. 2 Families in Financial Distress 
 

Dec. 9 Our Shut-ins and Homebound 
 

Dec. 16 Military Serving Overseas 
 

Dec. 23 Those Suffering a Blue Christmas 
 

Join us for prayer from 6:30 until 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
evenings in the Mary Lotsey classroom. 
 
 
 
 



Notes of Appreciation 
I would like to thank you for your calls, cards, food and 
many prayers for me during my “detour” from the 
Annual United Methodist Women’s meeting at 
Blackstone.  My visit to St Francis Medical Center was 
certainly a surprise!  - Jean Heywood 

 

~ ~ ~ 
 

We are so grateful to our Bethany Church family for the 
support that they gave in moving boxes and furniture 
from our old home to our new one.   Special thanks to 
members of the choir and their partners, Mike Andersen 
with his trailer, and the youth group for moving furniture 
and cleaning.  I also wish to thank the Women’s Study 
Class for their prayers and encouragement.  Bethany 
holds a special place in our hearts.   
 

Please visit us at 7157 Red Sash Drive Mechanicsville, 
VA 23116  

Bob and Carol Justis 
~ ~ ~ 

 

The family of Marshall Lewis would like to thank 
everyone who sent cards, visited, called and especially 
for your prayers during our stay at Duke Medical in 
Durham, N.C. for bypass surgery and lung transplant.  A 
special thanks to our children, sisters and pastor Steve 
Young and his wife Susan for their visits and to Bethany 
Methodist Church for the prayer shawl and to all local 
and many far away churches for keeping us in your 
prayers. 

~ ~ ~ 
I truly appreciate all the love and support that has been 
given to the youth program this year through your 
prayers, gifts, and time!   I am truly blessed to be a part 
of Bethany’s family!  I thank God for each one of you.  I 
would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year!   - Sondra, Colbert 
 
 
Adult Ministries 
Do you ever have trouble putting fellow church 
members faces and names together?  Do you ever think 

you would like to know your 
church family better? 
 

Starting in early 2007, we 
created Friendship Eight 
Groups.  The groups consist 
of eight adults who agree to 
meet together at least every 
other month. 

 

One way this can be done is to meet at the home of first 
one and then the other for food and fellowship.  The host 
or hostess would provide the main dish and the drinks; 
the guests would bring a complimentary covered dish.  
Meeting at a restaurant for instance would also be fine, 

but having someone eat with you at your table in your 
home has a special quality to it. 
 

We are reorganizing these groups for 2010.  Sign-up 
sheets will be placed in the bulletins beginning the first 
Sunday of 2010.  All who agree to join will be assigned 
to groups of eight.  We will mix and match newer and 
older members so that new friendships can be 
developed.  Hopefully by the beginning of February, all 
the groups will be formed and you will be notified as to 
whom your group members are.  You may then get with 
them and plan your activities for the year. 
 

Questions?  Call Alan Harvey at 684-2790.  

Children’s Play 
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Please help other Gloucester County families by 

bringing canned goods/non perishable food items for 
donation to the Salvation Army’s Food Bank.  Thank 

You! 
 
 
 

Bible Buddies Christmas Dinner 
The Bethany Bible Buddies Annual Christmas Dinner 
will be held Sunday, December 20, 2009 from 6:00 pm 
to 7:30 pm for all Third, Fourth and Fifth Graders. 
Please wear your holiday colors, bring a dessert to share  
and a Christmas ornament to exchange! 

 



~Miss Kris and Miss Jane~ 
� 

 

 

 
Children's Church will not  be held on 

Sunday, December 20th so that �
everyone may enjoy the  

Annual Christmas Cantata.  
 
  

 
 
 

Still Collecting Items for Salvation Army 
Please remember to place holiday food items for the 
Salvation Army in the container beside the church office 
during the month of December.  Also, the Salvation 
Army is in need of bell ringers for the holidays.  Please 
call their office at 642-3443 or 642-3960 to volunteer. 
    
Church and Society will begin a project in 2010 to widen 
the collection of goods for the Salvation Army.  There 
will be more information on this in December so stay 
tuned! 
Acolyte Training 
We are looking for children between the 4th and 12th 
grade for Acolyte training.  If your child is interested in 
becoming an Acolyte, please contact Diane White at 
dianemwhite1@cox.net 
 
What is an Acolyte you ask. . . . 
An acolyte is anyone who performs ceremonial duties 
such as lighting altar candles.  In our church, acolytes 
participate in the worship service by lighting the altar 
candles and extinguishing the altar candles.  In these 
traditions, the lighting of the altar candles in the worship 
service is a symbol of Jesus’ coming into the presence of 
the worshiping community.  Before lighting the candles 
the acolyte is suppose to bow at the altar.  Before the 
extinguishing of the last altar candles, the acolytes 
relight their “candle lighter” and then process out into 
the narthex.  This symbolizes that Jesus Christ is for all 
people everywhere.  It also symbolizes the light of Jesus 
Christ going out into the world where believers are 
called to sere. 
 

Diane offers a 45-minute to 1-hour training session.  
This is a great way for the youth to serve our church.  
Please talk to your child today about this great 
opportunity. 
 
Youth News 
The last official MYF meeting of 
the year will be held on December 

6th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. due to many Christmas activities 
and events in the Church.  Sunday MYF meeting will 
start back up on January 10th. 
 
Mark your calendar for December 11th beginning at 5:30 
p.m. for Bethany’s Annual Christmas Caroling.  You 
will not only bless many in our community, but you will 
receive the biggest blessing of all!  Hope to see everyone 
there! 
 

Join your friends for 
Bethany’s Youth Christmas 
Party on December 19th. 
Further information TBA! 
 

 
Thank you, thank you, thank you, to the following 
amazing groups who provided wonderful meals for 
Bethany’s Youth Dinners: the Joy Circle, Naomi Circle 
and the Methodist Men’s Group.  May God bless you for 
your kindness, generosity, and support for Bethany’s 
youth! 
 

Bethany High School Retreat was a huge success!  Our 
youth were blessed with a weekend of praise, worship, 
and fellowship.  It was so exciting watching God move 
in the lives of so many young people.  I truly want to 
express my appreciation to the following wonderful 
chaperones: Dawn Cluts, Diana Simmons, Harley White, 
and Rick Koenig.  These wonderful individuals not only  
gave up their entire weekend, but also their sleep to 
minister to our youth! 
 

I want to thank the following dedicated chaperones who 
were so very faithful in the month of November!  My 
Angels are: Judy and Al Burner, Kevin and Patrick 
Kiley, Ed and Susan Conner, Dawn Cluts, Diana 
Simmons, Rick Koenig, Barbara Blais, Andy and Gina 
White, Harley White, Paul Kendall, Sue Morecock, 
Denise Campbell, David and Peggy Lewis, Alan and 
Sandra Harvey, Gene Harrell, Mike Andersen, Theresa 
Kelley, Mike Barber, Judie Baggett, and Sandy Fox.  
You are all a true blessing!  

In the Event of Inclement Weather 
When the weather on Sunday morning 
is miserable, we will try to get out the 
word in several different ways to our 
congregation if there is a cancellation. 

·  A message will be placed on 
the church answering machine 
(642-2110) 

·  Charlotte Cecil will send out a 
group e-mail to everyone on 
her church e-mail address list 

·  A message will be placed on 
the Home Page of our church  



·  website www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net 
·  Tune into WXGM 99.1 FM for church 

cancellations. 
Announcements will be placed no later than 6:00 a.m. on 
Sunday morning.  If there are no announcements posted, 
please interpret this to mean that our church activities 
will proceed as normal.  During weekdays the church 
office will be closed any day that Gloucester County 
public schools are closed due to the weather. 
 

New Directional Signs 
Thanks to the initiative of our Communications 
Committee and the approval our Board of Trustees, new 
directional signs have been installed at Bethany.  These 
easy-to-see signs now direct newcomers to the 
sanctuary, restrooms, office, nursery, and fellowship hall 
at three of the major entrances to our facility.  Paul 
Martin of Martin Custom Designs has done the 
impressive work for us. 
 

Thanks to Our Officers Completing 
Service 
Several of our church officers for 2009 are completing 
service at the end of the year.  We want to thank them 
for their leadership to the church in their respective 
positions over the course of the year: 
 Tom Sawyer:  Finance Chair 
 Marion Dixon: Staff/Parish Relations Chair;  
                                      Sunday School Secretary 
 Bernard Robins:  Sunday School Superintendent 
 Sandra Harvey: Membership Care Ministries 
                                       Chair 
 Al and Judy Burner:  Stewardship Chairs 
 Carol Schultz:  Family Ministries Coord. 
 Jean Heywood: Ministry to the Homebound 
 Charlotte Cecil: Hospitality Chair 
 JoAnne Lewis: Child Protection Chair 
 Janet Chapin: Wedding Hostess Coord. 
 David Chapin: Van Chair 
 
New officers for 2010 will be announced in the January 
Banner. 
 

Would You Like to Receive Your Banner 
by E-Mail? 
Our Church and Society 
Committee has asked us to 
poll the congregation to see if 
anyone would like to receive 
their monthly newsletter by e-
mail instead of by snail mail.  

Using your e-mail address for the Banner will help the 
church save paper as well as 
postage.  Please let Frances know 
in the church office if you would 
prefer e-mail delivery (642-2110). 

Remembering Clara 
Biswas at Christmas 
An opportunity to give to Clara’s 
missionary work in Cambodia will 

be provided on the two Sundays before Christmas.  
Please watch for the bulletin inserts on Dec. 13 and Dec. 
20.  (Thanks to all who signed the joint card for her and 
participated in the video greeting.) 
 
 

A Gideon Speaker on Dec. 27 
We are delighted to announce that a representative of the 
Gideons International will bring the message at Bethany 
on Sunday, Dec. 27, at 11:00 a.m.  The Gideons do an 
exceptional work of Bible distribution in the world, and 
this will be an opportunity to participate in their 
ministry.  (Pastor Steve will be on vacation that Sunday.) 
 
 

2010 Budget Approved at Church 
Conference 
 At our Church Conference 
on Nov. 10, the forty 
members present approved 
a budget for 2010 of 
$358,549, an increase of 2% 
over the previous year.  To 

reach this budget the church will need to average $6,895 
per week in offerings, an increase of $136 per week over 
what was needed this year.  We are most appreciative of 
the faithful generosity of the congregation in giving to 
the Lord’s work at Bethany.  God is good. 
 

ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE ON 
DEC. 20 AND 27 
Please note that on Dec. 20 and Dec. 27 Bethany will 
hold only one Sunday morning worship service.  On 
Dec. 20 the service will be held at 10:00 a.m.  There will 
be no Sunday School on Dec. 20.  On Dec. 27 the 
service will be held at 11:00 a.m.  Sunday School will be 
held as usual on Dec. 27.  Normal 8:30 and 11:00 
services will resume on January 3. 



 

UMCOR Receives Four-Star Rating 
Charity Navigator, the nations’ largest and most-utilized 
evaluator of charities, has awarded UMCOR a coveted 
four-star rating for sound fiscal management.  This 
marks the second consecutive year that UMCOR has 
been recognized for its transparency and sound financial 
accountability.  Only 20% of the charities rated by 
Charity Navigator receive two consecutive four-star 
evaluations.  The four-star designation is Charity 
Navigator’s highest rating awarded to select not-for-
profit organizations that exceed industry standards and 
outperform most charities in their mission niche. 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Column:  “Something to Be 
Truly Thankful For” 
How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to 
live together in harmony! (Psalm 133:1 GNB) 
 

As I write these words a few 
days before Thanksgiving and 
think of my many blessings at 
Bethany, one of the things that I 
am most thankful for is the way 
that our congregation, diverse as 
it is, lives together in harmony. 
 

We are a diverse congregation 
theologically.  Some of us are theologically 
conservative.  We take Bible truth with utmost 
seriousness.  We believe that the most important thing in 
the world is for people to come to Jesus and to 
experience his saving grace.  We believe that the most 
important thing for the church to do is to preach Christ 
and to win souls.  Others of us are theologically liberal.  
We believe that God’s kingdom has already been 
inaugurated in the world with the coming of Christ.  He 
has come to bring justice, righteousness, and mercy to 
humankind.  We are his faithful disciples as we work in 
the world to make those kingdom values become a 
reality.  And some of us find ourselves neither totally in 
one camp nor the other, but sharing both conservative 
and liberal values. 
 

We are a diverse congregation politically.  Some of us 
are loyal members of the Republican party.  We uphold 
traditional biblical moral standards.  We believe in the 
preciousness of human life; we uphold the sanctity of 
marriage.  We believe in the presence of evil in the 
world and the need for our country to be vigilant against 

evil.  We value the freedom of the individual and the 
need to work to maintain those freedoms.  Others of us 
are loyal Democrats.  We believe that the government 
has an important role to play in the furthering of justice, 
righteousness, and mercy in our nation.  We believe in 
looking out for the poor and powerless in our society and 
in trying to preserve our environment.  We believe in the 
importance of diplomacy in working for peace in the 
world.  And some of us are neither Republicans nor 
Democrats, but rather Independents. 
 

We are a diverse congregation in worship preference.  
Some of us love traditional ways of worship.  We love 
the sturdy hymns that have endured for generations, the 
dignity of organ music, the comforting familiarity of our 
order of service, the maintenance of a reverence in our 

sanctuary.  Others of us recognize the power and 
promise of contemporary expressions of worship—new 
compositions expressing our faith in everyday language, 
spiritual choruses, inspiring songs with driving rhythms, 
informality in the service.  And there are some of us who 
see value in both worship styles. 
 

Although we are a diverse congregation at Bethany, we 
live together in harmony.  There are no pitched battles, 
nor is there demonization of the other side.  I think that 
when we are most in tune with God we recognize that 
each of us, no matter which side we find ourselves on, is 
trying to do our best in understanding the Scriptures, 
applying the Scriptures to life, and finding meaningful 
ways to worship God.  We recognize that those who see 
things differently than we do are sincere people who are 
striving, just as we are, to live faithfully as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

And that’s what I am especially thankful for this 
Thanksgiving!   
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Administrative Board Authorizes 
Assistant Youth Director Position 
In response to the request of our Youth Council to 
provide additional help for our overworked Youth 
Director, Sondra Colbert, the Administrative Board at a 
called meeting on Nov. 1 approved the hiring of a part-
time assistant Youth Director to work under Sondra’s 
direction.  Our Staff/Parish Relations Committee has 
begun advertising the position and will begin interviews 
shortly.  We hope to have an assistant youth director on 
board by the first of the year! 
 
 
Endowment Fund Established 
At our Church Conference on Nov. 10, it was 
unanimously voted to establish an Endowment Fund for 
Bethany UMC.  Endowment funds are permanent 
investment accounts that grow over time and provide 
interest and dividend income to assist the church in 
responding to a variety of worthy endeavors, as directed 
by the Endowment Committee.  A church endowment 
fund makes a wonderful designation for individuals who 
would like to remember the church in their wills.  An 
Endowment Committee was also elected at the Church 
Conference, and it will be chaired by Sid Dixon. 
 
Christmas Eve 

Tonight is holy Christmas Eve becoming  
Christmas morn 

The night in Christian history when Jesus Christ 
 was born 

That joyous night in Bethlehem when shepherds 
knelt in prayer 

While Mary kept her baby warm with sweet  
and tender care 

The Son of God, our Savior 
Who lived and preached and died 

And to redeem our countless sins was scourged  
and crucified 

It is that holy time of year 
When we should kneel and pray and thank Him  
for His birthday that is now our Christmas day 
It is the time for all the world to realize that the  

past the present and the future—all 
Belong to God at last 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


