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November 29 – 10:00 a.m.  Chrismon Tree Decorating 
Preschool children through young adults will get together in the sanctuary to erect our beautiful 
tree and enjoy songs of the season.  Light breakfast fare will also be served.  Come enjoy a true 
Bethany holiday tradition!!  
 
 

December 6 at 5:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 
Children, youth, and adults will come together for dinner and then go caroling to shut-ins in the 
community 
 
December 8 at 1:30 p.m. Gift-wrapping party 
The Bethany United Methodist Women will hold their annual gift-wrapping party for the  

    residents of Walter Reed Convalescent Center. 
 
           December 14 - 11:00 a.m. Choir Cantata 
           The Chancel Choir, under the direction of Sandra Fox, will present their annual Christmas  
           cantata during the 11 o’clock worship service.  This year’s cantata is entitled “ The Winter Rose”  
           by Joseph Martin. 
 
          December 20 – 6:30 Youth Christmas Party 
          The Bethany UMYF will hold their Christmas party from 6:30-10:00 

 
        December 21 – Children’s Christmas Program 
        At 9 a.m., breakfast will be served by our United Methodist Men in the WBFH. 
        At 10 a.m. our children will present their Christmas program entitled “A Christmas Carol—   
        Scrooge in Bethlehem” arranged by Anna L. Page and Jean A. Shafferman, (only one service  
        today!)  
        At 11 AM. The children will participate in a Living Nativity tableau in front of the church, followed 

                              by a “Happy Birthday, Jesus” party in the WBFH 
 

     December 24 – 7:30 and 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Services 
     At 7:30 p.m. there will be a family Christmas Eve service with the participation of the children and  
     the lighting of the congregation’s candles.  The children will sing “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,   
     Jingle Bells, and Silent Night. A nursery will be offered. 
     At 11:00 p.m. there will be a formal service of Lesson and Carols, culminating in Holy    
     Communion. 
 

                             December 31 – 11:30 p.m. Watch Night Service 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bible Buddies  
 

for all 3rd, 4th and 5th graders 
will meet only once in December. 

Please plan to join us for our special  
Christmas Gathering 

On December 14th from 6:00 ~ 7:30 pm. 
  

           ~Miss Kris and Miss Jane~ 
 
 
 

  
Come Christmas Caroling!! 

Saturday, December 6th 
 at 5:00 pm 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall 
 for dinner before we set out to  

make the season bright for 
Bethany’s Shut-ins. 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
1860 Hayes Road 

P O Box 527 
Gloucester Point, VA 23062 

Office (804) 642-2110 
The Rev. Stephen E. Young, Pastor 
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Children and Youth 
 



Wear your holiday hats and join in the fun! 
We hope to see you there! 

~The Family, Youth and Children’s Ministries 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge in Bethlehem 
Come one, come all! 
Feel the warmth and catch the spirit  
of this glorious holiday season! 
Witness the performance of a 
lifetime! (A Christian musical based 
upon the classic story by Charles 
Dickens) Presented by The 
Children of Bethany under the 
direction of Sandy Fox. 
 
 

10:00 a.m. Sunday, 
December 21, 2008 

Our annual Happy Birthday, Jesus party 
will follow in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

 

 
 
Bethany will have an “Angel Tree” again this year.  Plans 
are to have the tree up in the narthex the week of 
November 30th.  You may choose an angel(s), purchase 
your gifts and return them to church by December 10th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 6- Christmas Caroling – (5:00 supper, 
caroling afterwards) 
 
 
December 7,14, and 28 - Bible Study 5:00 p.m,  
 6:00 p.m. Supper/MYF 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Saturday, December 20 – Youth 
Christmas Party from 6:30 p.m. until 
10:00 p.m. Please see sign up sheet for 
Christmas dinner. 
 

 

 
No Bible Study/MYF Sunday, December 21st 

 
 
 

Friday, December 5, 12 & 19 - Youth play practice 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 A huge thank you to Denise 
Campbell, The Joy Circle and Sarah 
Beaudoin for showing such kindness 
and generosity by providing 
wonderful meals for the  
Bethany Youth and Bible Buddies 

Group! You are truly a blessing to me and the young 
people of our Church.  
 
Thank you to Diane White and Bethany's Youth for giving 
up their Saturday night to serve for the Salvation Army's 
appreciation dinner. I am so proud of each one of you! 
                                    Love, Sondra 

 
 

 
Congratulations  

Congratulations to Nick LeMay on 
achieving Eagle Scout in the Boy 
Scouts of America.  Nick has been 
involved in scouting troop 133 
since second grade.  We are very 
proud of him. 
 

His Eagle Court of Honor was held November 25th (thanks 
to Janet Chapin for expediting Nick’s Eagle Board of 
Review prior to his leaving for college and the britches to 
do it in). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all Scrapbookers 
No experience necessary! – Bring 
some pictures and we will show 
you how to preserve them.   
 

Already a scrapbooker?  Come out 
and spend some time getting your 
pictures in an album.  Haven’t 
finished making your Christmas cards, this is a good time 
to get them done. 
 

Come out and join us for a few hours of scrapbooking on 
Saturday, December 13, 2008  
From 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the Warren Belvin 
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share for lunch 
 

Any questions, e-mail Diane White at 
dianemwhite1@cox.net 
 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives. We are currently studying a Women of Faith 



book called Understanding Purpose.  This book asks the 
question “What is God’s purpose for me as a woman?”  
Come and join us as we together seek to find an answer to 
this question.   We meet in the Faith Classroom on 
Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm 
 
Men’s Bible Study 
We are currently studying the book of Acts.  Come and 
join us for fellowship and study!  We always have room 
for more men.  We meet on Monday’s from 7-8:30pm in 
the Journey Classroom.  Please call David Chapin for�
information.�
� 

Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight or 
Cursillo? Join us on Thursday mornings @ 9:30am or 
Thursday evenings @ 6:30 for one of our Bethany 
Reunion Groups.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ 
who meet weekly to talk about our week and see how our 
spiritual journey is going.   

We need you! So…Be on the lookout…we 
have two new ministries starting in 
January! 
We would like to bring comfort, prayer and joy to the 
sick, needy and the newly born in our congregation.  We 
are in the planning stages for a prayer shawl and a lap 
quilt ministry at Bethany.  This is so exciting!  So, if you 
crochet, knit, sew, don’t sew, tie knots, like to pray for 
others and enjoy Christian fellowship these ministries are 
for you!  No experience in necessary.  There will be more 
information in up-coming Banners so BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT!   If you’d like to help start this ministry 
please call or email Dolores Breen 642-0933 or 
doeann7481@yahoo.com  

 Book Corner 
The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren 
True peace of mind is found by having an unshakeable 
faith in God - knowing that his empowering Spirit will 
guide his children through all of life's challenges. 

Engaging Father Christmas by Robin Jones Gunn 
Set in England, this is a story of love, redemption, and 
allowing God to lead you home.  This book follows 
Gunn’s Finding Father Christmas.  Both books give you a 
sweet glimpse of the true meaning of Christmas. 
Grace by Richard Paul Evans 
She was my first kiss.  My first love.  She was a little 
match girl who could see the future in the flame of a 
candle. She was a runaway who taught me more about life 
than anyone has before or since. And when she was gone 
my innocence left with her. 
 

The Christmas Sweater by Glenn Beck 
The Christmas Sweater is a warm and poignant story of 
family, faith and forgiveness. It is about boyhood 
memories, wrenching life lessons, and the true meaning of 
the gifts we give to one another in love.   
 Read the book and then watch the movie. 
Fireproof  by Eric Wilson 
As Caleb and Catherine Holt prepare for divorce, Caleb's 
father challenges him to commit to a 40-day experiment: 
"The Love Dare".  Wondering if it's even worth the effort, 
Caleb agrees, for his father's sake more than for his 
marriage. 

Surprised by what he discovers about the meaning of love, 
Caleb realizes that his wife and marriage are worth 
fighting for.  His job is to rescue others.  Now Captain 
Holt is ready to face his toughest job ever . . . rescuing his 
wife's heart. 

Coming next month....The Love Dare...! 

 
Notes of Appreciation 
Marcia Hargis and family would like to thank all the 
members of Bethany for their love, support and 
encouragement during the recent of loss of their loved one 
Bill Hargis. You all are the best. 

Peggy and Ted Peterman would like to thank everyone for 
all the payers and support during Ted’s recent surgery and 
illness. 

Dear the Bethany Church Family, 
 We, the Stevens Family, would like to thank everyone 
who helped organize and arrange the beautiful Memorial 
Service of Katharine Marx. Our Oma was a traditional 
German woman who always put family and church first in 
her life. She was a very special and important woman in 
our lives. The church service had music dedicated to her, 
which was very thoughtful and amazing. The Memorial 
Service was beautifully executed. The services reflected 
her true passions and touched our hearts in so many ways.  
 

The reception afterwards was bountiful yet simple just like 
our Oma would have liked it and totally a great way to 
reflect on her impressions she left on each of us. The 
wonderful arrangement of desserts made us feel like we 
were having coffee and pastries with our family and 
friends in Germany.  Going for coffee and pastries was 
one of Oma’s favorite times with her family and friends. 
She was a wonderful hostess and always made sure to 
have all of the favorite cakes her family loved during 
coffee visits.  
 

How do we even begin to say thank you for the wonderful 
service that gave everyone who attended a small glimpse 
into Oma’s life and why she was so special and wonderful 
to us. Thank you again from the bottom of our hearts. 
Sincerely and God Bless, The Stevens Family.  
 
 
 
 
Congratulations are in Order 
Congratulations to Troy and Melissa Andersen on the 
birth of a daughter, Ashlyn Brook, on 
October 26th.  She weighed 7lbs.  Ashlyn 
was welcomed home by her sister Bayleigh, 
and grandparents Mike and Donna Andersen.  
 
 
Christian Baptism 
Cooper Michael White received the 
Sacrament of Christian Baptism on 
November 15.  He is the son of Adam and Catherine 
White and was born on April 25, 2008.     
 
 

Religions of the World 
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Come out the first Thursday in December and continue 
our journey on learning about the religions of the world.  
Rabbi Barry Phillips has agreed to share with us the 
history and meaning of “Hanukkah”. 
�
Date: December 4, 2008 
�
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 
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Work Together for Christmas Evangelism  
by Jon Walker 
“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 
special function, so it is with Christ’s body.  We are all 
parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to 
do.  And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to 
each other, and each of us needs all the others.”  Romans 
12:4-5 (NLT).  As we approach Christmas, let’s revisit the 
biblical truth that we are each created to perform a special 
role within a larger body of believers.  The apostle Paul 
emphasized our interdependence with each other by 
comparing the church to a human body.  He says each of 
us represents various parts of the body: some serve as a 
hand, some as arm - all are meant to serve in some 
capacity to make the body complete, with Christ as the 
Head.  This picture of the body ruins any argument that 
the Christian life can be lived in isolation, or that your 
mission on earth can be carried out independent of other 
believers.  God created you to live and grow within a 
community of Christian companions.  Your spiritual gifts, 

heart, abilities, personality, and experiences (S.H.A.P.E.) 
help you see the role you’re meant to fulfill within the 
body of Christ.  I see this in my two sons: one is an 
introvert who excels at math, science, and serving others 
without being asked; the other is an extrovert, quick with a 
joke, a song, and an invitation to join his joyful dance.  
Based on God’s design, which one do you think is more 
likely to be an administrator within the body, and which 
one a worship leader?  Both are necessary, vitally 
important members of the body of Christ – and so are you!   
 

Interdependent Evangelism – We all agree that the 
Christmas season is the best time to carry other to Jesus.  
But you don’t have to do it alone.  Work together with 
other Christians to have dinners, gatherings, and parties 
with the objective of telling your neighbors and friends 
about Jesus. 
 
Watching God’s Design – As you work within a group 
at church, look for the different S.H.A.P.E.’s and how 
people fit into God’s design.  In your group Bible study, 
take a few minutes to talk about each other’s S.H.A.P.E.  
What gives you energy?  What excites you?  What do you 
like to do?  What are you good at?  How can you use your 
gifts to serve Christ this Christmas? 
 
 
 
Bring a Friend Sunday 
December 14 is “Bring a Friend to 
Church”  Sunday.  Everyone is 
asked to think of someone they 
know who does not attend church.  
Begin praying about them now, 
and make plans to invite them, 
either to the traditional service at 
8:30 or to the Choir Cantata at 11:00 a.m.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
Enjoying What Belongs to God  

“On a recent mission trip to India, I 
learned about a fascinating practice of 
the Evangelical Church of India. 
When the church baptizes a new 
believer, this new member of Christ’s 
church is given the gift of a coconut 
palm tree. The new believer takes it 
home and plants it, and within four 
years, this tree starts to bear fruit.  
When the coconut palm is young, it 
will bear about fifty dollars’ worth of 
coconuts a year, and when it matures, 

it will provide about one hundred dollars of annual 
income. In India, one hundred dollars of yearly income is 
a significant amount of money, even for the middle class. 
The church gives new believers coconut palms for two 
reasons. First, almost everyone in India is needy, and the 
income helps to provide for their needs. Second, the 
coconut palms teach a lesson about Christian stewardship. 
The church tells each new believer that it expects them to 
give 10 percent, a tithe, of whatever income they get out 
of that coconut palm tree. 

 

Mission Statement 
To know the love of God personally through Jesus Christ, 

To share the love of God through fellowship  
as a congregation, 

To spread the love of God throughout our community and 
the world. 



 
“The ‘coconut tree plan’ is a wonderful idea and a great 
expression of the deeper meaning of Christian 
stewardship. The income the family gets from the tree 
comes free, entirely as a gift. They don’t buy the tree; it 
is given to them. Also, the tithe, the 10 percent, is money 
they get free. The family is able to enjoy the fruits of a 
gift given freely to them and also to have the joy of freely 
giving something away themselves. Moreover, these new 
Christians play a crucial role as stewards in all of this. 
They have a choice. If they wish, they can take the tree 
home, throw it in a corner, and let it die, never growing 
any coconuts. But they also can choose to plant their tree 
in a good spot, take care of it, watch over it, and harvest 
the coconuts. Everything depends on their decision-
making. No one forces them to tithe…they are free to 
choose to give or not.  The idea that human possessions 
are really gifts comes from the Bible. The biblical 
understanding of wealth and possessions is that everything 
comes from God and everything belongs to God. Nothing 
actually belongs to us; rather, as Psalm 24 put it clearly, 
‘The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it.’ Everything and everybody 
belongs to God. ‘If I were hungry,’ God says to the 
people, ‘I would not tell you, for the world and all that is 
in it is mine’ (PS. 50:12)…. Usually when we think of 
stewardship (of giving to charitable causes, if you want), 
we define it as our giving to God or to the church 
something that belongs to us. But in the Bible, 
stewardship is just the reverse — our freely using, 
enjoying, and giving what already belongs to God.” 
[Speaking of Stewardship, William G. Carter] 
 

December Sermons 
Dec.  7  “Waiting for God” based on 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Dec. 14 “A Case of Mistaken Identity”  
               based on John 1:6-8, 19-27 
Dec. 21 Children’s Christmas Program 
Dec. 24 (7:30) “A Christmas Miracle”  
                        based on Luke 2:1-20 
             11:00 A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Dec. 28 Gideon Speaker 
 
 
 
 Pastor’s Column:  Overcoming Giving 
Disorders 

For if the eagerness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has—
not according to what one does not have 
(2 Cor. 8:12). 
 
Christmas is the season for giving, and 
the concept of giving gifts to others at 
Christmas is certainly a noble one, 
inspired by God’s gift of his Son and, on 
a lesser scale, by the Wise Men bringing 
gifts to the Christ child.  Many of us 
experience the truth at Christmas that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.  It 

really does feel good to give to others! 
 

However, for many people in our country Christmas giving has 
grown to unhealthy proportions.  Now it is true that tough 
economic times might put a crimp in some families’ giving 
excesses this year, but there are others who will continue to 
overdo it with their Christmas giving.  In fact, many of us suffer 
from a variety of giving disorders.   
 

How do you know if you have a giving disorder?  Here are some 
telltale signs: 

·  Shopping for Christmas gifts feels more like a hassle 
than a joy 

·  You worry if the gifts you got for others will please 
them 

·  You feel obligated to spend more for a gift than your 
budget will allow 

·  You give so many gifts to the kids that most of them 
are forgotten and discarded a few weeks after 
Christmas 

·  Your credit card bills for Christmas shopping are not 
paid off until many months after Christmas 

 

A giving disorder robs the giver of the joy that he or she should 
experience in the act of giving.  A giving disorder makes a 
person feel anxious, guilty, fearful, stressed, and manipulated.  
Now I’m convinced that God doesn’t want his children to suffer 
from giving disorders at Christmas.  God wants us to see gift-
giving not as a social obligation but as a chance to bless another 
person’s life with joy.  God wants our gift-giving to be free, 
gracious, and joy-filled. 
 

What are some ways that God can help us to overcome our 
giving disorders?  In some large families instead of everyone 
feeling obligated to give everyone else a gift, the family agrees 
to draw names, so that everyone receives a gift, but no one has 
to buy a gift for everyone.  In other families those who have 
talents make something homemade or handmade to give to 
others.  A baked good, a handcrafted item, an artistic creation 
are all special gifts that bear with them something of the giver.  
For persons who already have everything that they need, rather 
than giving another trinket that will likely become clutter in due 
time, why not make a gift to a charity in that person’s name?  
And love your kids at Christmas--don’t spoil them; don’t feed 
the greed.  Help your kids accept boundaries in receiving.  In 
every instance, trying to keep within a predetermined budget is a 
great way of helping to overcome giving disorders.  At 
Christmas it really is the thought that counts and not the 
monetary value of the gift. 
 

May God bless each of you with a wonderful Christmas.  And 
no gifts, please! 
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Did You Know… 
…that a portion of Austin White’s skateboarding crash 
was played on America’s Funniest Home Videos on 
October 26?   
…that Carter Roane was selected by 97.3 The Eagle as 
one of their “Disney Kids” and was awarded, with mom 
Shannon, an all-expenses-paid trip to Disney World, Dec. 
16-21.  Carter has been the recipient of many prayers from 
our congregation on account of his leg disability. 
…that Ed Schultz appeared on the front page of Out Here 
magazine, a publication of the Tractor Supply Company.  
Ed is an agricultural specialist and interpreter at Great 
Hopes Plantation, a living history exhibit of Colonial 
Williamsburg.   
 
 
 
Displaced by Fire 
Bethany member Mary Ann Jenkins was displaced by a 
devastating fire that destroyed the home of her daughter 
and son-in-law (Betty and Larry Belcher) on Broad Marsh 



Lane on Sunday, October 26.  Mary had been living there 
for over a year with her daughter’s family.  Thankfully all 
humans and pets in the house were rescued unharmed.  
Since that time Mary has been staying with her family at 
the Comfort Inn in Gloucester until alternate living 
arrangements can be made. 
 
 
Bethany Welcomes Gideon Speaker 
On Sunday, Dec. 28, a representative from the local 
Gideon Camp will bring the message at both worship 
services.  (Pastor Steve will be on vacation that Sunday.)  
The Gideons International are composed of businessmen 
throughout the world who donate their prayers, their time, 
and their money to see that Bibles are available wherever 
there is a need and an opening, especially in hotels and 
motels, hospitals, nursing homes, prisons, the military, and 
to students, when permitted.  They currently distribute the 
Scriptures in over 80 different languages and in over 180 
countries of the world.  A special offering will be received 
to support the work of the Gideons at each service. 
 
 
Begin the New Year with God 
Bethany will hold a Watch Night service on Wednesday, 
Dec. 31, from 11:30 p.m. until midnight in the church 
sanctuary.  This is a time for reflection, repentance, and 
recommitment of our lives to God, as the world rings in 
the New Year.  All are invited to participate. 
 
 

Bethany Supports U.M. Family Services 
Each December Bethany receives a special offering to 
assist the work of United Methodist Family Services in 
our Virginia Conference.  Services offered by this worthy 
conference agency include residential treatment for youth, 
treatment foster care, in-home services, mentoring, 
Charterhouse School, Therapeutic Day School, Senior 
Adult Housing, and adoption placement.  Family Services 
has regional offices in Richmond and Virginia Beach, as 
well as other locations in the state.  We will receive a 
special offering for Family Services on Sunday, Dec. 14. 
 
Showing a Friendly Face to Our 
Neighborhood 
Approximately once a month members of Bethany go out 
two-by-two to knock on the doors of homes in our 
neighborhood.  We go to let them know that the church 
“that plays the bells” is friendly, warm, and caring.  We go 
not only to invite them to visit Bethany, but also to offer 
the church’s ministry and services to them.  We leave with 
them a piece of literature about our church.  We’d like to 
invite you to join us on Saturday, Dec. 6, at 1:15.  We’ll 
meet at the church and then knock on doors for 90 minutes 
or so, weather permitting.  Please join us in this heart-
warming (theirs and ours) program.  For further 
information, please contact Jane Niethamer (757-273-
1613). 
 
 
 
 

Funeral Service 
Bethany sends its sympathy to the family of Marian 
Dalton, who passed away on November 15, after a long 
stay in the Walter Reed Convalescent Center.  Marian had 
been a member of Bethany since 1958.  She was the sister 
of Bethany members, Warren Belvin and Reathia 
Williams, and the mother of Bethany member, Gloria 
Jenkins.  Her funeral was held at Bethany on Nov. 18. 

 
 
 
 
When the Weather Is Miserable 

When the weather on Sunday 
morning is miserable, we will try to 
get out the word in several different 
ways to our congregation that there 
is a cancellation. 

·  A message will be placed 
on the church answering 
machine (642-2110) 

·  Charlotte Cecil will send 
out a group e-mail to everyone on her church e-
mail address list 

·  A message will be placed on the Home Page of 
our church website 
www.bethanygloucesterpoint.net  

·  Tune into WXGM 99.1 FM for church 
cancellations 

Announcements will be placed no later than 6:00 a.m. on 
Sunday morning.  If there are no announcements posted, 
please interpret this to mean that church activities will 
proceed as normal.  During weekdays the church office 
will be closed any day that Gloucester public schools are 
closed because of the weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focused Prayer Topics 
Dec. 3 The AIDS epidemic 
Dec. 10: people without Jesus in our neighborhood 
Dec. 17 struggling families at Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PHOTO: Thyda helping her mother sell food at 
the market 
 
Clara Biswas Tells the Story of Thyda 
Sokheng Thyda is a 12 year old girl who has had a talent 
for dancing, singing, and music since she was young.  She 
lives in the Bording community of Phnom Penh, where we 
teach preschool, English, and music classes.  Thyda is 
living with her parents in a rented house.  Her mother 
sells food at the market to support the family, and she 



studies in the evening only.  The family earns about $35 
per month.  Thyda has one younger sister and a younger 
brother.  She is the oldest in her family.  Her grandmother 
is a retired music teacher from the public school, but now 
she is working with us as music teacher, teaching gospel 
songs in Sunday School. 
 
Through our Sunday School and music classes, Thyda can play 
gospel music and songs.  She like to dance Khmer traditional 
dancing.  She demonstrates more skill and practice than the 
other students in the class.  She enjoys Sunday School and 
especially performing music and dancing during Christmas and 
Easter time.  She is the best dancer in our music group.  She is 
one of our children who perform Christmas and Easter dramas 
every year.  With the help of our ministry, through the General 
Board of Global Ministries, she is able to continue her studies 
at the public school and music classes in the community with 
our music teacher.  She also has a chance to continue her 
higher level English through our supporting program.   
 
Thyda tells us, “I like dancing and English so much, but before I 
did not have enough money to study.  Now The United 
Methodist Church is giving a chance to me so that I can learn 
more about the English language.  I also have a chance to know 
Jesus through the Sunday School program.  I would like to 
thank The United Methodist Church so much for giving me this 
opportunity.  In the future I want to be a music teacher like my 
grandmother, and I hope I can do it well.” 
 
Thyda likes all of the subjects at school, but her favorites are 
music, dance, and English.  The Street Children Ministry is 
supporting her and her younger sister to study at the public 
school and take English at a private school.  She is now 
learning to speak and write in English and continues trying her 
best to improve her skill.   
 
We ask for your prayers for Thyda to be able to continue her 
studies and achieve her goal of becoming a music teacher.  We 
are so thankful for all the supporting church communities who 
make this possible. 
 

Clara Biswas 
 
Clara is a United Methodist missionary in Cambodia supported 
by Bethany UMC 

 
Help the Children of Cambodia 
There will be an opportunity to help the children of 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in a tangible way during the 
Advent season through a special alternate giving program.  
A project of the Missions Committee of Bethany, this 
charitable endeavor will directly help needy persons of 
Cambodia with food, sanitation supplies, religious 
supplies, and schooling costs.  Gifts may be as small as $5 
or as large as $350.  Gifts may be made in memory or in 
honor of a person, if desired.  100% of every gift will go 
directly to the United Methodist mission in Cambodia.  A 
display table providing additional details will be available 
each Sunday during Advent in the narthex.  Please contact 
Mike Andersen (642-2582), if you have questions. 
 
 

 

Floor Plan Helps Orient Visitors 
Thanks to the Communications Team of Bethany UMC, 
the church now has an attractive and functional floor plan 
hanging outside the church office to help orient visitors to 
the layout of our church facilities.  In the scale drawing all 
classrooms are labeled, and church entrances are clearly 
marked.  Thanks to Mark Goetz for his leadership of this 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 Parsonage Improvements 
Two recent improvements to the church parsonage have 
recently been completed.  First, gas logs have been 
installed in the fireplace in the family room.  And second, 
a new refrigerator was purchased for the parsonage 
kitchen.  Pastor Steve and Susan appreciate these welcome 
additions to the parsonage. 
 
 
 
 
Old “Boys” and “Girls” Restrooms 
Renovated 
As part of 
the facility 

improvements made possible through the generous Lois 
Smith bequest to the church, the old “Boys” and “Girls” 
restrooms have been upgraded with new flooring, fresh 
paint, new lighting, and new commodes.   They are now 
fit for “Gentlemen” and “Ladies”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To all of you from the staff of Bethany United Methodist 
Church – have a blessed Christmas season! 
 
 

�

A is for Angels, appearing so bright, telling of Je sus that first 
Christmas night. 
"And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host." Luke 2:13. 
 

B is for Bethlehem, crowded and old, 
birthplace of Jesus by prophet 
foretold. 
"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel." Micah 5:2. 
 

C is for Cattle, their manger His bed, there in the  trough where He laid His head. 
"And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, andlaid him in a 
manger." Luke 2:7.  



D is for David and his ancient throne promised fore ver to Jesus alone. 
"He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord Godshall give unto him the throne of his father 
David." Luke 1:32. 
 

E is for East, where shone the bright star which Ma gi on camels followed afar. 
"Behold, there came wise men from the east asking 'Where is the king of the Jews?'" Matthew 2:1,2. 
 

F is for Frankincense, with myrrh and gold, brought  by the Wise Men as Matthew has told. 
"And when they had opened their treasurers, they presented unto him gifts gold, frankincense, and myrrh." Matthew 2:11. 
 

G is for God, who from heaven above sent down to ma nkind the Son of His love. 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." John 3:16. 
 

H is for Herod, whose murderous scheme was told to Joseph in a nocturnal dream. 
"The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and take the young child and his mother and flee into 
Egypt... for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him." Matthew 2:13. 
 

I is for Immanuel, "God with us," for Christ brough t man back to the Father's house. 
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 7:14. 
 

J is for Joseph so noble and just, obeying God's wo rd with absolute trust. 
"Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife."  
Matthew 1:24. 
 

K is for King. A true king He would be, coming in p ower and authority. 
"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, the King cometh unto 
thee; he is just, and having salvation." Zechariah 9:9. 
 

L is for Love that He brought down to earth God enf leshed in lowly birth. 
"In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him." 1 John 4:9. 
 

M is for Mary, His mother so brave, counting God fa ithful and mighty to save. 
"And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word." Luke 1:38. 
 

N is for Night, when the Savior was born for nation s of earth and people forlorn. 
"And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night." Luke 2:8. 
 

O is for Omega, meaning "the last;" He's eternal pr esent, future and past. 
"I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last." Revelation 22:13. 
 

P is for Prophets, when living on earth foretold Hi s redemption and blessed birth. 
"I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a sceptre will rise out of Israel." 
 Numbers 24:17. 
 

Q is for Quickly, as shepherds who heard hastened t o act on that heavenly word. 
"And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger." Luke 
2:16. 
 

R is for Rejoice. The sorrow of sin is banished for ever when Jesus comes in. 
"And you will have joy and gladness; and many will rejoice at his birth." Luke 1:14. 
 

S is for Savior. To be this He came; the angel of G od assigned Him His name. 
"She will bring forth a son, and you will call his name JESUS, for he will save his people from 
their sins." Matthew 1:21. 

 

T is for Tidings of joy, not of danger, telling of Him who was laid in a manger. 
"And the angel said unto them, Fear not for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people." 
 Luke 2:10. 
 

U is for Us, to whom Jesus was given to show us the  way and take us to heaven. 
"For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord." Luke 2:11. 
 

V is for Virgin, foretold by the sage, God's revela tion on prophecy's page. 
"Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us." Matthew 1:23. 
 

W is for Wonderful, His works and His words, the Ki ng of all Kings, the Lord of all Lords. 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given... and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. 
 

X is for Christ. It's X in the Greek, Anointed, Mes siah, mighty, yet meek. 
"God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power." Acts 10:38. 
 

Y is for Yes, called God's Yes in His Word; God's a nswer to all is Jesus the Lord. 
"For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us." 2 Corinthians 1:20. 
 

Z is for Zeal as it burned in Christ's heart. Lord, by thy Spirit to us zeal impart. 
"And his disciples remembered that it was written, the zeal of your house has eaten me up." John 2:17. 


