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Holy Week, March 28 — April 4, provides special asions for worship
outside the usual Sunday morning time frame. Thds&ional worship
services, scheduled between our regular Palm Surcay Easter
services, are great opportunities to draw closerundevotional life to
God and to allow God to minister to our souls spacial way.

In the past Bethany Church has had a variety okhiprservices on the
Thursday of Holy Week. We've had choir cantataajrhtic pageants,
tenebrae service, and a seder meal. This yeasewuice will focus on
the two commands that Jesus gave on the Thursdayebbe was
crucified: “Do this in remembrance of me”—his ingttion to observe

his memorial meal of bread and wine; and “You stadb as | have done to you™—his instruction to
follow his example and wash the feet of others.r the Lord’s Supper we will be ushered forward in
groups of twelve to take our place around an exdrtdble erected in the chancel. We will pass the
elements from one to the other and partake bydttin. The footwashing segment of the service is
optional for worshipers and will be led by the pasind three of our staff members. Men and women
who wish to participate in the footwashing will leathe opportunity of removing shoes and socks.



n # $%

The mood of the service on Good Friday is starkylser, and serious. The brass cross is coveredawith
black veil, and the table, pulpit, and lectern bage. Lenten hymns will be sung, appropriate psaye
said, and the crucifixion account will be read frtme Gospel of Luke. A wooden cross will be catiire
and placed in front of the congregation, and a thsilent meditation will follow. The service wignd

in silence.
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There is nothing more beautiful than seeing the reenover the York River on a crisp, clear morning
Members of four congregations—Bethany, Susanna &ygesbloucester Point, and Providence—will
gather facing the York River behind Watermen’s Huadlthe campus of VIMS to celebrate the dawn of
Easter and the resurrection of Jesus! The chaBloficester Point Baptist will lead us in joyoussiay
Rev. Garry Livermon of Susanna Wesley will bringtaring message; and the sun will rise on cue at
6:47! If it is raining the service will be held Brovidence Baptist Church, where breakfast wdbabe
served. Remember to dress warmly! (Direction®in@ south on Rt. 17, turn left at the new trafight

at Camp Okee Dr. and then right onto Greate Rdtekifeen’s Hall will be one-half mile on your left.)

Book Corner
Check out a few of our new non-fiction books on
the following topics.

Raising Children:

- When Kids Hurt: Help for adults navigating
the adolescent maze by Chap Clark
Generation Next Parenting: savvy parent's
guide to getting it right by Tricia Goyer

Grief:
- When God and grief meet: true stories of
comfort and courage by Lynn Eib

Elderly and Aging Parents
The Overwhelmed Woman's Guide to
Caring for Aging Parentgy Julie-Allyson
leron
Ministry to and With the Elderlpy
Timothy Farabaugh

Women'’s Bible Study
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s
word for our lives. We are currently doing a
Women of Faith study called Living in Jesus
Come and join us as we grow in our knowledge and
relationship with Jesus Christ. We meet in theh-ai
Classroom on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm

Men’s Bible Study

We are currently studying the Sermon on th
Mount. Come and join us for fellowship and
study! We always have room for more men. W
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meet on Monday evenings from 7-8:30pm in the
Journey Classroom.

Walk to Emmaus

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis
Flight or Cursillo? Join us on the 1st three
Thursday evenings of the month at 6:30 p.m. for our
Bethany Reunion Group. We are brothers and
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our
week and see how our spiritual journey is going.
The next Community Gathering will be Saturday
April 10™ at 6:00 pm at First Fox Hill UMC in
Hampton.

Couples Bible Study

Please contact Dolores Breen 642-0933 if you and
your spouse are interested in attending a monthly

couples Bible Study. The time will be determined

by the participants.

Our Mission

STATEMENT

To know the love of God personally through Jesus
Christ,
To share the love of God through fellowship
as a congregation,



To spread the love of God throughout our community
and the world.

Pictorial Directory
Bethany’s new Pictorial Directory has gone to the
printers. After the proofs are received, revievgd
us, and returned to the printer, we expeqt
publication to be completed and distributed to our
membership in April.
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Bethany is grateful the Directory Committee for
their work in preparing the directory: Rey Morales
(chair), Barbara Blais, Diana Simmons, Carol
Schultz, Frances Brown, Ed Conner, Susanngh
Hogge, and Pastor Steve. We also acknowledge the
contribution by Mary Kaylor and Vicki Williams in
registering members for portrait sessions.

The assistance of numerous members, too many|to
list, at the registration desk during the portrait
sessions, was an essential contribution tp
completion of the process, and we are thankful to
them for their efforts.

We thank Frances Brown for compiling the
membership roster that will be included in thg
directory; Susannah Hogge transferred it to a forma
compatible with the publisher's requirement; and
Kevin Kiley assisted in the process.

We also thank Frank Farmer, of the Franktronics

Company, for enabling the wireless router in ouf &3\

office so laptops could be used for registration in
the hallway.

Many members provided us with suggestions and
photographs, and for that help we are also grateful

To all, we extend our thanks. May God bless us al

TEDDY BEAR PROJECT — We've exceeded our
goal and have209 adorable stuffed animals. We
appreciate all the animals that have been donatef.
We will be dedicating the stuffed animals on April
18 so we still have time to collect more. There ar
three baskets located throughout the church for you
to leave your bears - narthex, church office, and
fellowship hall. The Friendship Class thanks you
for your donations.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRIES - We appreciate

everyone who participated in some way with thg
meal for the shut-ins either by cooking, delivering
or making a donation. We delivered 28 Easter
meals with an Easter basket to shut-ins as well as
those who had had surgery recently. Thanks fo
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the following people: Billie Edwards, Ellen and

Wiley Cross, Teresa Sullivan, Wendy Hogge, Laura
Polk, Ellen Leigh, Nina Whitmore, John and

Pat Hasty, Sylvia Ransone, Ann Hogge, Jeannie
Harrell, Jane Niethamer, Charlotte Cecil, and Al
and Judy Burner. This is a monthly project so
we'll be cooking again in April. If you'd like teelp

in any way please contact Teresa Sullivan or Judy
Burner.

Calling everyone! Young
and old (and in between)!
ANY talent (and everyone
has something), storytelling,
magic, comedy, karaoke,
singing, dancing, prose,
writing; you name it, we're

looking for it. Come and
join us! The Family
Ministries Committee is

‘ sponsoring a church wide
Talent Show orsaturday, April 24th at 6:30 p.m.
in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall.

Sandy Fox is spearheading this event so please see
her to sign up with your talent:m sure she may be
recruiting some people for skits as well. So ifeask
please consider saying yes. We will also be haaing
baked goods contest so please consider baking your
best recipe & bring it out for all to try. Popcaand
drinks will be served!

For additional information, please contact Steve &
Dawn McDade at 804-693-7920.
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United Methodist Women

WHAT: Spiritual Life Retreat

WHEN: April 17, 2010

TIME: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

WHERE: Bellamy UMC — Sub District | & Il
Speaker: Rev. Myrtle Hatcher

Fairfields UMC — Sub District 11l &/
Speaker: Mary Jane Rawley

A Note from Sondra

A very special thank you to Michael Sage and farfaly
your hard work and dedication with the remodelirig o
our youth room. | am so very proud of Michael for
choosing to make a positive difference in his Churc
home for his Senior Board.

A very special thank you to our artist, Harley Véhitor
her hard work and support in the remodeling of ou
youth room. Stop by and look at the lovely muitad s
painted.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

. Sermons for April |

. April 4: Easter Sermon: “What Easter Means to Me":

based on Luke 24:1-12 ’

i April 11: Native American Ministries Sunday

' Message: Ken Adams, Chief of the &pp

5 Mattaponi Tribe

i April 18: Third Sunday of Easter |

; Sermon: “Gone Fishing” based on J2hri-14 :

. April 25: Festival of God’s Creation !

: Sermon: “And God Saw that It Was &6o
based on genesis 1:1-31

_____________________________________________________________________

Prayer Focuses for April

April 7: Widows and widowers at Bethany
April 14:  Ministries to Native Americans
April 21: Our Stewardship of Planet Earth
April 28: The young adults of Bethany

C}Surch lefﬂry

Please join us for prayer each Wednesday evenarg fr
7 until 7:30 p.m. in the Mary Lotsey classroom.

Church and Society Committee
Environmental tip #9

If you have used a calculator manufactured in the
last ten to fifteen years, you were probably usang
solar powered device. Solar power is clean
renewable energy that is now available in many
forms for household applications. If you are
building or remodeling a home and want to consider
the use of solar panels to lower energy costs while
helping the environment, there are federal anck stat
incentives that can reduce the costs up to 50%.
There are solar hot water heaters, solar systems to
provide power for RVs, and home solar panel
systems that tie into the local power grid, allogvin
you to get regular power to meet your household
needs or to sell it to the power company if you
produce more than you need. There are even solar
shingles to provide power.

Home depot sells and installs power panels and
there are local companies that sell and instalirsol
panel kits. Many of the kits available can be
installed by the homeowner. There is a wealth of
information on these systems on the Internet and
from solar power providers. Although the initial
costs of going solar are higher, the incentives
presently being offered make it much more
reasonable. This is a good time to look into the
options being offered.

Donation to Church Library

An anonymous donor has given
the Bethany library a multi-
volume set of the complete
works of John Wesley. The set
contains journals, letters,
sermons and other writings.
They will soon be available for checkout.

Notes of Appreciation



The events of the past year
would have been intolerable
had it not been for your ever
present demonstrations of
concern and caring.
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From the outset of our journey

you were there for us. Steve

and Susan praying with Sally and | just before he
surgery in Richmond in 2005. Sally’'s immediate]
rebound from that surgery was remarkable to thatpoi
where questions came up surrounding her presence
the prayer list. Sally was very grateful for thgsayers
because she knew her health was threatened and o
God’s intervention could change the course of exent
This fact was also echoed by her doctors. Sallg wd
bolstered by the ever-present support of frienasily,
and especially our church family who would callsend
cards of encouragement and gifts of food. This/iagt

and thoughts mean more than words can say. Aapeci
thanks to Rev. young and Susan for their weeklystis
Sorry, I'm so late writing this. May God richly sle
each of you. - Lorraine Johnson

Words can never fully express my deep apprecidton
the love and concern shown to Warren and | duttireg t
past several weeks and since his passing. Thensray
phone calls, visits, food, cards, and other actsupport
have been above and beyond what one could expect.
those of you who gave your time to watch over Warre
at night | extend my heartfelt thanks and gratituod
bless each of you. —Iva Belvin

was remarkable as it was constant. The impact was

overwhelming considering that this activity heigred . .

when she was hospitalized in Arizona a year ago in Bible Buddies

February and has not diminished. Bible Buddies, for all third, fourth and fifth

Thank you Charlotte Cecil and the prayer chainyfmur
prayers as well as checking in on us when we becan
silent. Thank you Frances Brown for handling many
requests for assistance. Thank you Rudy Shackelfor
Sandy Fox, and The Bethany Choir for the music an
support. Thank you Judy Hudgins and the man
members who were involved and contributed to th
generous and delicious selections of food for th
reception following the memorial service. Thankuyo
Pastor Steve Young for your Christian love, leakiers
and being there when it counts.

| cannot begin to express my and my familieg
appreciation to you, our Bethany family, for yocaying
and demonstrations of love for Sally and I!

May God Bless you all, Bob Nardozzi

| would like to thank my Bethany family for the man
prayers, calls, cards, and concerns on my behaifglu
my recent surgery and since returning home.
accept my heartfelt thanks. | hope to be back with
soon. - Sincerely, Linda Hall

| want to thank you for the many acts of kindndssm

Pleage

graders, will meet after the 11:00 am Worship
Service on Sunday, April 11 and 25th. Please bring
a change of clothes for outdoor games, your Bible
and a friend if you'd like! See you then!!

ne

Miss Jane and Miss Kris
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It's the Most Wonderful Time of the

...no, not Christmas. It's that time of the ywhen
the secret is revealed
and Bethany gets its' first look at the theme for

Vacation Bible School 2010!
Come to the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, April 25th, from 9:30 to 12:30

to preview materials for VBS which will be held
7/19 through 7/23.
Stop by and sign up to be a part of the most
wonderful,
adventurous week of your summer!
~~Kris Kent~~
VBS Director

U7

to me during my stay at Sanders. Your prayersisvis



Religion in Early America: A Book

Study

Bethany’s Committee on Church and Society wil
sponsor a seven-week study on religion in early
America, with special attention to the relationshiy
between church and state during the establishmegnt
of our nation. We will use the highly acclaimed
book, Religion and the Founding of the American
Republic, by James H. Hutson, a distinguished
scholar of early American history. The book
contains a wealth of references to primary sources
that have largely been overlooked by popular
commentators today.

The book challenges two contrasting assertions

heard frequently today: on the one hand, that the
United States was founded as a Christian nation,
and, on the other hand, that our founders desired
that there be an absolute wall separating churdh ar
state.

All interested persons are invited to participate i
this fascinating study. Sessions will be held on
consecutive Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., beginning an
April 13, and will involve a facilitated discussiar
a chapter in the book. Every participant needs {o
have access to a copy of the book and should repd
an assigned chapter prior to the group meetinge On
copy of the text will be placed in our church libyra
Please let the pastor know as soon as possibiif y|
would like for him to order you a copy (642-2110).

* % %$
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George J. Corbett traverses the East coast and
beyond to meet the demands for his services as
oboist, English hornist and clinician. Foremos, h
is English hornist and oboist with Virginia’s
premier ensemble, The Virginia Symphony, under
the baton of JoOAnn Falletta. As an active reatali
and chamber musician, he is a founding member of
Chamber Works, a diverse musical ensemble in
Philadelphia dedicated to commissioning and
performing new compositions of local leading
composers. A Graduate of Eastman School of
Music and New England Conservatory. He is
currently on the faculty of OIld Dominion
University's Community Education Department as
well as the Governor’'s School for the Arts and has
created a day camp for young oboists.

Lee Jordan-Anders is Professor of Music and Artist-
in-Residence at Virginia Wesleyan College in
Norfolk, Virginia, and Music Director and
Conductor of the Orchestra of the Eastern Shore
with its home in Onancock, Virginia. She received
both Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in
Piano Performance from Northwestern University's
School of Music in Evanston
lllinois. In 1986 she became
part of the Virginia Wesleyan © e
College faculty where she _Dee/tafol
teaches courses in aestheti(o allr
listening, music theory, Py
chamber music, and piano. She made her debut with
the Virginia Symphony Orchestra in 1998 as piano
soloist in Mozart's Piano Concerto in C Major, K.
467, and has also performed frequently with them
as part of the orchestra. She continues to be an
active performer and scholar, giving concerts and
lectures throughout the United States.

The concert will feature Mr. Corbett playing severa
lyrical English horn solos in the tradition of the
romance and the nocturne, accompanied by Jordan-
Anders on the piano. She will also favor us with a
number of solo selections on the piano. This is a
rare opportunity to hear two world-class performers
from the Hampton Roads area and promises to be
most enjoyable.



Bethany Days of Caring: April 22-23
Bethany’'s Mission Committee, under the direction
of Kevin Kiley, is sponsoring two Days of Caring to
help build a ramp for a needy Gloucester County
family, in conjunction with the Gloucester Housing
Partnership. Thursday, April 22, and Friday, April
23, have been set aside for the project. Come one
day or both days. If you would like to help oydu
have questions, please contact Kevin (815-5164).

Teddy Bears to Be Consecrated
More than 200 stuffed animals have been collectg
over the past several weeks for the Teddy Bei

d

Project. On Sunday, April 18, all the stuffed
animals will be consecrated at our worship servi
Between now and then, donations may still
received; receptacle baskets are conveniently gl
in the narthex, fellowship hall, and outside t
church office. The Friendship Class thanks you
your support.

Esther Thompson Cottage Has a New
Resident

The Esther Thompson Cottage exists to provide

emergency housing to individuals in dire need. O
March 12, the home of Wymond Gardner burned t
the ground. Mr. Gardner is a 52-year-old man wh
has a heart condition, cannot work, and has
automobile. After being interviewed and screene
by Teresa Dalton, office manager for the Salvatio
Army in Gloucester, MrGardner was transported
to the cottage with the approval of the Esthe
Thompson Cottage Committee, Wiley Cross
chairperson.
cottage on a short-term basis. The Esthg
Thompson Cottage is located at 2215 Heywoo
Lane in Hayes. Welcome, Mr. Gardner!

Bethany Bids Farewell to Warren Belvin
A full sanctuary gathered on Thursday afternoor
March 11, to remember and honor the life o
Warren Belvin. Warren passed away on March

Mr. Gardner will be staying at the
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after several months of declining health; he was 89
years old. Warren joined Bethany Church in 1953,
and for well over half a century Warren was the
backbone of the care of our church property and
facilities. His daily trips each morning to the
church to thoroughly check the condition of the
building are legendary. He fixed the things that
needed fixing and replaced the things that needed
replacing. His dedication to the church was
unrelenting and incomparable. He was a faithful
member of the Men’'s Bible Class, the Board of
Trustees, and the Administrative Board for decades.
To recognize Warren’s years of faithful service,
Bethany UMC in 2002 named its fellowship hall
after him: the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. Our
prayers continue to be offered on behalf of his
loving wife Iva.

Bethany UMC Featured in National

Magazine
New World Outlookthe bi-monthly
publication of the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United
Methodist Church, features Bethany
Church in its March-April edition.

In an issue dealing with creative
ways to raise funds for missions,
Bethany was highlighted for its use
of the proceeds from its church bazaar to fund
missions and for its very effective potato barg tha
quickly and painlessly raise hundreds of dollars to
help others. Thanks to Sandra Harvey for sharing
Bethany’'s success in fundraising with our whole
denomination. The full article is posted on our
church bulletin board.

Bethany Welcomes Six New Members

On Sunday, March 21, Bethany welcomed six new
members into the congregation. Bethany received
three members by transfer from Union Baptist
Church. Mike and Polly Harrison live at 7494
Camp Okee Dr. in Gloucester Point (642-6295).
Mike works as a budget analyst for the Coast
Guard, and Peggy is a bank teller with Colonial
Virginia Bank. They have two children, Brittany
(20) and Aaron (17). Kristee Georgiou is a second
grade teacher at T. C. Walker Elementary School.
She, her husband George, and their two children,
Alex (17) and Eleni (10), live at 1859 Creekwood
Ct. in Hayes (642-3006). Transferring from
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Gloucester is Christina



Mahoney. Christina is school psychologist fol
Gloucester County Schools. She, her husband
Brian, and her children Delaney (14), Ryan (13),
and Connor (10) live at 7910 Founders Mill Way in
Gloucester (693-0899). Two persons were baptized
and joined the church by Profession of Faith,
Shirley Tinker lives at 7533 Old Pinetta Road #1 i
Gloucester (757-812-0200). Bonnie Reynolds live
with her daughter and son-in-law, Jennifer an
Mike Barber, at 7373 Joseph Lewis Road in Hayeg
(694-9670). We welcome these wonderfu
additions to our church family.

n =0 =

Study Committee Analyzes Worship

Surveys

The worship preference surveys
in last month’s banner and in the
bulletins of February 28 and
March 7 enjoyed a banner
response! Two hundred and
twelve persons turned in signed
It should be no surprise that over hélf g

surveys!
the respondents indicated that they prefer the

traditional worship services already in place
However, 47 individuals indicated that they would
“definitely attend” or “probably attend” a new
contemporary service at Bethany. A variety of

possible worship times was suggested by the survey

respondents. A committee chaired by David Chapin
is studying the survey results and will report itg
conclusions back to the Administrative Board
Members of his committee include: Dolores Breen,
Al Burner, Janet Chapin, Sandy Fox, Timothy Hart,
Marsha Miller, and the pastor.

Three Bethany Members Honored as Part

of the “Gloucester 40”
Betty Durrette, Kevin Kiley, and Jim Stevens
received double honors recently. In February the
were named, along with 37 others, as “Citizens ¢
the Year” by the Daily Press, for organizing a
petition drive in an attempt to improve local
government. The drive put themselves at financial
risk, but ended up strengthening state law. More
recently, they were chosen to receive WHRO’$
Community Impact Award, for making significant
contributions in the field of social justice. A

<<

spokesperson praised them with these words: “The

forty Gloucester citizens rallied the community and
strengthened state law, while enabling the prirsipl
of democracy to be demonstrated and affirmed.” |

=)

both cases they were awarded prizes of $1,000,

which the group has generously designated for local
charities. Congratulations!

Chief of the Upper Mattaponi to speak at

Bethany
Kenneth Adams, chief of
the Upper Mattaponi
ribe, will be the guest
speaker on Native
American Ministries
Sunday, April 11. There
will  be only one
worship service that
Sunday, at 11:00 a.m.
We will receive a special
offering for Native American ministries, and we
will consecrate items donated for the Mattaponi
Healing Eagle Clinic.

In addition to serving as chief of the 575-member
Upper Mattaponi tribe, most of whom live in King
William County, Kenneth Adams is an historian and
advocate for Native American concerns nationwide.
He has beenactively involved with Congress,
working for federal recognition of our Virginia
Indian tribes. He served as special events directo
for Jamestown 2007.

Ken was the first Virginia Indian to graduate fram
public high school in the commonwealth of
Virginia, in 1965. He studied at Southern lllinois
University, served in the Air Force for 24 years,
including a year in Vietnam, and later taught
airplane maintenance.

APRIL XYZ

When: April 21 —-11:30 a.m.

Program: Chaplain Carol Johnson,
Mary Immaculate Hospital

Bring a covered dish to share and join us !



Mattaponi Healing Eagle Clinic Wish List
Supplies

Adult and Senior Multi Vitamins with iron- small
bottles (capsules best)

Children’s vitamins/small bottles (chewable arg
best)

Omega 3 Fish Oil in individual bottles

Tylenol Arthritis strength in small bottles

Aspirin 81

Benadryl

Glucosamine, especially 1500

We ask for individual sized bottles to prevent ove
dosages and the need for re-packaging and labelin

Disposable underwear pull-on briefs - all sized, by
especially large, extra large size: Best are Asgga
brand from Wal Mat and Depends from grocery
stores.

Disposable protective bed pads
Neosporin cream, anti-biotic first aid cream ang
sprays

Cans of Ensure, chocolate, strawberry and vanilla
Cans of Boost, especially for Diabetics

Urgent Needs for the Podiatry Clinic
Hand lotion

Betadine and triple antibiotic cream
4X4” and 2X2” gauze pads

Stamps (we use a roll a month)

Bottled water: small individual bottles
Small individual bottles of fruit juices
Rolls of paper towels and toilet paper
Cleaning supplies for cleaning building, bathrooms
and windows

Electric light bulbs: 60 watt and 75 watt
Copier paper
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From the Youth Director

Dear Church Family,

On the behalf of Bethany Youth Ministry, | would
like to express my deepest appreciated for yous lov
and support of Michael Sage's Senior Project.
Bethany's Youth Room has a beautiful new look
because of your generous donations, talents, and
hard work! Our youth are truly blessed to be apart
of such loving and supportive family!

-
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A very special thank you to Michael Sage, and
family for your endless hours of hard work and
dedication with the remodeling of our youth room. |
am so very proud of Michael for choosing to make a
positive difference in his Church home for his
Senior Board.

Harley White you Rock! God will bless you for
using your gifts to bring glory to his name! Your
beautiful art will be loved and appreciated for man
generations. Thank you for bringing your "light"
into Bethany!

Blackstone District Retreat a huge

success!

Bethany's thirty-one youth, and six amazing adults
were blessed during the 2010 District Youth
Retreat! | would like to express my appreciation t
the following wonderful people for giving up their
entire weekend and sleep to support our youth! Ed
Conner, Rick Koenig, Dawn Cluts, Michael Booth,
Harley White, Nick LeMay and Patricia Kidd! May
God bless each one of you for you endless love and
dedication for the Youth Ministry!

Helping Hands Festival
Please
support

come out and
our first annual
Helping Hands Festival!
Enjoy a day of fun with
your family and friends
while making a positive

difference in your
community!  Youth and
Adult  volunteers are

needed to help carry cases
of Cokes to cars. Assistance is also needed
following areas, car wash, children's games, food
booth, and the info/ticket booth. Please contact
Sondra Colbert (804)642-0467 if you are interested
in volunteering
for this event.

The first annual Helping Hands Festival will bedhel
April 17th from 8 to 4 in the parking lot of

Susanna Wesley UMC. It will be a family fun day
with a craft/yard sale, car wash, Coca Cola dejiver
children's amusements food and live music. We are
still selling vendor spaces for craft sales andlyar
sales. Each 10'X10' space is $25 or $50 depending




on their proximity to Route 17. Visit our web site
hh-missioncamp.org to purchase a space. All
proceeds from this event will be used to purchase
work site supplies for camp this summer.

MYF will not meet on April
4th

A Note of Thanks
A special thank you to the White and Kelley Family
for providing an amazing lunch during the month of
May. Your kindness blessed many hearts and
stomachs!

Acolyte Training
If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte, pteas
e-mail Diane White adianemwhitel@cox.net

Pastor’'s Column: “Would We

Appreciate Easter As Much?”
Jesus said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful,rete
death; remain here, and watch with hatt. 26:38).

| remember a youth musical at
a church that | was serving in
the 1970’s. It had a song with
these lines:

Would you value having hope,
if you'd never known despair?

Would you treasure being safe, if you'd never lost
your way?

Would you cherish gentle words, if you'd never
been afraid?

We have been slogging through the dry season
Lent, with its grim dose of sin, sorrow, and
suffering. Some of that we have experienced as V|
followed Jesus as he walked his lonesome vallg
leading to his passion and death. We have seen {

of
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opposition rise to his ministry, the attempts to
silence him, the denseness of his disciples, asd hi
ominous trek to a showdown in Jerusalem from
which he would not turn aside. Holy Week
intensifies those horrors.

This Lenten season we've also been challenged to
plug on through our dark valleys, too. We've been
called to examine our souls, turn from our sin,
practice self-denial, undertake spiritual discipn
and watch with Jesus in his sufferings. Lent is a
hard time for 2 century Christians, who seem to
have an insatiable need to be entertained, to get
through.

But if the words of that song from the ‘70’s aregyan
indication, walking through that lonesome valley
can help us have a greater appreciation of what
Easter really means. Would we rejoice in Christ’s
Easter vindication, if we had not seen him rejected
humiliated, and stricken down?  Would we
celebrate the resurrection of Christ with as much
joy, if we had not mourned as his lifeless body was
sealed in a tomb? Would we rejoice as much in the
assurance of life eternal, if we had not tremblsd a
the powers of darkness danced at his death?

There is something about traversing the lonesome
valley of Lent that makes Easter more brilliant,
more radiant, more dear, and more utterly joyful
than it would be if we simply took a spiritual zip
line from Christmas to Easter and lived in ivory-
tower idealism far removed from the grim realities
of life. We need the experiences of Lent to truly
appreciate the joys of Easter. We need to
experience Good Friday in order to truly understand
the resurrection. We need to witness the cruaifixi
to truly rejoice in the empty tomb.

| wish for all of you a blessed Easter day and a
joyful Eastertide.

A servant of Christ,

Additional Notes of Appreciation

he *




888
1 9
)
¢ S
<=(% && - > 1
?1/ "&& )
- 4 1 @
+ [ ) *
A 3 *

Church and Society
We are still collecting non-perishable food items

household products, and personal hygiene items.

Your help with any of these items is most
appreciated. A box for these items is located nex
to the church office.

Sunday School Assembly Returns!
Beginning on Sunday, April
11, and continuing on an
experimental basis for three
months, Bethany will bring
back an old tradition, the
Sunday School assembly. At
9:45 a.m. sharp everyone is
invited to the church
sanctuary for a welcome, a
familiar hymn out of the
Cokesbury hymnal, sharing of prayer requests ar
essential announcements, and opening prayer. T
purpose is to begin Sunday School with a brief tim
of worship before we break to our classes. Th
assembly will last no longer than 10-12 minutes an
will be led by our Sunday School Superintendent,
Roy Bauschatz. You are invited to join us!
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| AM THE CROSS
My arms held
the dying Christ
and yet | knew
He would not perish. Nor will I. For
| am the witness of His fearless death
the symbol of His infinite love, artet
key to the soul’s eternal sanctitydim.
In me there is victory
and peace and love,
for | am a token of
His last promise
..... Forgiveness.

o

And, in forgiveness
there is victory and
peace and love. | am
the way to Christ, the
Sonof God. . ... ...
| Am THE CROSS

-D. A. Marcum



