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Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the most sacred week in the year for Christians.  Our 
children will lead us in a procession of palms at the beginning of our 8:30 and 11:00 worship 
services, as we celebrate Christ’s triumphal entrance into Jerusalem 
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     A Seder meal will be held in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. Holy 
     Communion will be offered in conjunction with the symbolic meal.  Our Chancel Choir will 
     present the Cantata: “Rose of Calvary” at 7:30 p.m.    . 
 
 

                                  A prayer vigil will begin following the service and continue through Good Friday at noon. 
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A brief worship service will be held in our church sanctuary at 12 noon. 
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Our Children’s Ministry will have an Easter Egg Hunt/Ice Cream Social for children preschool   
                                 through the fifth grade from 10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon in the WBFH. 
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6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at Waterman’s Hall on the grounds of VIMS, Rev. Bud Goude, 
pastor of Gloucester Point Baptist Church will deliver the message.  Breakfast will follow at 
Susanna Wesley United Methodist Church.  In the event of inclement weather, the service will 
be held at Susanna Wesley UMC. 
 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. We will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ with special anthems and 
voluntaries.  Worshipers are invited to bring a flower to adorn our wooden cross.  
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United Methodist Men District Gathering  

A Gathering of Men will 
take place on April 4th at 
Bethany Church from 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.  
Breakfast will be served 
at 8:30 a.m. – for a charge 

of $5.00 per person.   
 

Featured speaker will be Rev. Jim Lavender of 
Discovery UMC.  Dr. Jim Lavender hails from the 
swamp country of Mississippi, star of Lil Abner, emcee 
for music celebrities, circus ringmaster, lion and tiger 
trainer, and now pastor of a dynamic and growing 
Methodist church for over 25 years!  Rev. Lavender is 
becoming one of America’s beloved storytellers.  His 
hilariously funny stories and heartwarming reflections of 
his life are inspiring for all! 
 

Additional speakers will include Capt. Martin Shirilla, 
District Scouting Coordinator, Mary Haden from Heart 
Havens, James Glenn, who will speak about Prayer 
Advocacy, and Edgar Robinson who will speak about 
Building Brothers. Invite a friend and join us! 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
We are a group of women seeking to know God’s word 
for our lives. We are currently studying a Women of 
Faith book entitled Adventurous Prayer.  Come and join 
us as we study about prayer and grow in our relationship 
with Jesus Christ.   We meet in the Faith Classroom on 
Monday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
We are beginning a new study on The Sermon on the 
Mount.  Come and join us!  We always have room for 
more men.   We meet on Monday’s from 7-8:30 p.m. in 
the Journey Classroom.  Please call David Chapin for 
information. 
 
Stewardship Nugget 
Forming Our Emotional Attachment 
Each of us tends to make one of two choices in life. We 
either become emotionally attached to our money or we 
become emotionally attached to the God who gives us 
our money. Although many of us attempt to emotionally 
attach ourselves to both money and God, in our hearts 
we know that cannot happen.  Jesus was right when he 
said that we cannot serve both God and money. We must 
choose. Putting God first with financial stewardship that 
helps his Kingdom causes - helps us get beyond that 
myth.  
 
Walk to Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus, Chrysalis Flight 
or Cursillo? Join us on Thursday evenings @ 6:30 
for our Bethany Reunion Group.  We are brothers and 
sisters in Christ who meet weekly to talk about our week 
and see how our spiritual journey is going.    

If you feel you would like to go to go on an Emmaus 
Walk please speak to Pastor Steve. 

 The fall walk dates are: October 8-11 for men and  
October 29-November 1st. 

 Application deadlines are 30 days prior to the walk. 

Martin Breen will be the Lay Director for the fall men’s 
Emmaus Walk. Please keep him in prayer as God guides 
him in assembling the team of men that will be servants 
for the weekend. 

 

 
Book Corner 
Never Give Up by Joyce Meyer 
Never give up, profiles nearly fifty individuals who 
pursued their goals “relentlessly” and prevailed against 
all odds.  Joyce Meyer does not give up!  She has 
overcome childhood abuse, a divorce and other obstacles 
in life to become a well-known Christian speaker and 
author. 
 
Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance  
by Tony Dungy 
Tony Dungy believes that his primary job as a coach is 
to build men worthy of being role models to a nation of 
boys who look up to them.  Men of character, integrity 
and courage.  Men of both confidence and humility.  
Men who know the value of family and faith as well as 
career. 
 
Mother Teresa’s Secret Fire: The Encounter That  
Changed Her Life and How It Can Transform Your 
Own by Joseph Langford 
Mother Teresa shows us that we too can journey with 
grace through life’s trials and even find those trials to be 
blessings. 
 
 
Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
On Tuesday April 7, at 7 P.M. Bethany United 
Methodist Women of the Naomi and Joy Circles will be 
observing a Call to Prayer and Self-Denial with a 
program..  We invite all women of the church to join us 
as Christian Women in Fellowship with one another and 
with the world.  Participants are asked to forgo their 
evening meal (health permitting) and bring a piece of 
fruit and cheese to eat; doing so will enable us to focus 
on God’s call to end hunger as individuals and as 
members of the United Methodist Church.  The offering 
collected will support language and technology 
opportunities for women, children and youth in 
marginalized communities.  For information contact 
Marsha Miller (642-9352) or Estelle Harris (642-4347).   
 
�

 
 
Church and Society Committee 
One of the goals of our committee is to make Bethany a 

“greener” church community.  
As a part of that effort we will 
put a recycling tip in each 
month’s Bethany Banner.  
Following are our first two tips: 

1. When canning pickles 
and relishes you can re-
use commercial pickle 
and relish jars one time 
if the rubber seal, which 
is part of the lid, is not 

scratched or dented.  If you are canning jam or 
jelly you can re-use commercial jam and jelly 
jars once.  Process as you would new jars. 

 

2.  Coffee grounds and coffee filters can be buried 
directly in your garden or the grounds can be spread 
directly around your garden or house plants.  They are a 
good source of slow-release nitrogen and will deter some 
garden insect pests. 
 
 
 
 



 
Women of the Bible 

 
XYZ April 15  meeting will begin at 
11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary and will 
feature “Women of the Bible” with 
Shelia Williams and others in character 
and costume.   
 

This unusual and timely program, 
written by a local author, is a first-person portrayal of 8 
Bible women.  The 8 local presenters are referring to 
themselves as Bible Babes and as such will attempt to 
portray 8 selected women of the Bible who truly made a 
difference.  They will be dressed in authentic Bible-time 
costumes with authentic themed Bible-time music at the 
beginning.   
You won’t want to miss something as new and 
refreshing as this pioneering effort to bring the Bible to 
life from a 21st century point of view.   
   
 
Joint Adult Sunday School Class 
District Lay Leader Charles Clements will lead us in an 
adult Sunday School class April 26 on Time, Talents and 
Treasures, sponsored by the Stewardship Committee and 
Adult Division Sunday School Superintendent.  We hope 
all adult classes will meet with us in the Warren Belvin 
Fellowship Hall at 9:45 on April 26 for fellowship time 
and refreshments.  The class will begin promptly at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Greeters Needed! 
Greeters are needed for the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  
Please sign up.  The calendar is next to the flower 
calendar located near the church office.  New Members 
– this is a good way to meet other members. 
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Taoism 

Hinduism 

Christianity 
Islam 

Sikhism 
Buddhism 

Judaism 
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Presented by   
Christian Unity and Inter-religious Concerns Ministry 
 
Come out the first Thursday in April and continue our 
journey on learning about the religions of the world.  Mr. 
Roger Whiteway has agreed to share with us the History 
and Worship of “Christian Science”. 
 
Date: April 2, 2009 
 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 
Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 

 
Notes of Appreciation 
We would like to thank all of our Bethany family for the 
many prayers, visits, cards, phone calls, and food, during 
the time of his illness and surgery, and my accident.  The 
many visits to the hospital and nursing home helped both 
of us immensely on the road to recovery.  God bless you 
all. -Warren and Iva Belvin. 
 
God is good and so are the people at Bethany.  Thanks 
for all the phone calls, cards, food, wonderful visits and 
prayers that was showered on me during my recent hip 
surgery.  Jeannie and I are so blessed to be members of 
Bethany’s family.  - Gene Harrell 
 
 
Bethany Photos 
We have a set of 14 photo albums in the church office 
with photographs of church activities.  We would like to 
include in those albums photos taken at any of the 

church events by people attending 
the same.  If you take any such 
photos, and wish to provide copies 
for the albums, please leave prints 
(with pertinent information) in the 
church office or hand them to Rey 
Morales.   
 

Rey Morales is willing to take photos during any kind of 
meeting or function at Bethany.  Please contact him if 
you would like to have such photos taken. 
 

We need a photographer to cover special events 
(baptisms, new members, etc.)  happening during the 
8:30 Sunday worship services.  Please contact Rey 
Morales if you can do it using your own camera.  Or we 
can make the Bethany camera available if needed.  
 
“Responding to Family Violence” 
There will be a seminar on domestic violence on April 
25, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. at the United Methodist Family 
Services Richmond, VA.   
 

Registration is $10.00 and MUST be in by April 20th.  
 

If you are interested in attending this seminar, please call 
the church office or Sandra Harvey (684-2790)  
 
 
Workshop on Personal Financial 
Management, Estate Planning and 
Planned Giving On May 3, 12:15 p.m.   
Immediately following the 11 a.m. worship service a 
light lunch will be served followed by this workshop.  

The Rev. George Neas, Director of 
Stewardship for the Virginia United 
Methodist Conference, and Jim 
Bergdoll, Executive Director of the 
Virginia United Methodist 
Foundation, will present a program 
on personal financial management, 
estate planning, and planned giving.  

Rev. Neas is a clergy member of the Virginia 
Conference with a passion for the role of stewardship in 
the life of individual United Methodists.  Mr. Bergdoll is 
an active layman in the local church and in the general 
church and has worked in financial resource 
development at two colleges and the Foundation for the 
past 50 years.  Please try to attend this beneficial 
workshop.  Please call 642-6016 (Judy & Al Burner) if 
you plan to attend so we will know the count for meal 
preparation. 
 



Youth Blessed at Blackstone 
Twenty-five of Bethany’s youth 
enjoyed a weekend of praise and 
worship, fellowship, and lots of 
fun.  There were approximately 
300 youth that represented 
many churches and 
denominations.  It was amazing 
seeing how God was working in 
the lives of so many young 

people.  I would like to express my appreciation to the 
following wonderful people who gave up their weekend 
and sleep to make this weekend possible.  These brave 
souls are: Diana Simmons, Judith Williams, Mike 
Andersen, Patrick Kiley, and Nick LeMay!  I also want 
to thank all of Bethany’s Church family for their 
continuous love and support for the youth program.  
May God bless you all for your kindness and dedication.   
 
 
Thank you Notes from Sondra 
A very special thank you for the following very kind and 
generous people who unselfishly prepared and served 
dinner for over 30 youth and adults on Sunday evenings 
in March.  These wonderful people are Susan Maples 
Luellen, Denise Campbell, TBD Class, and Sue 
Morecock.  Thank you again for your love and support 
for Bethany’s youth.    
 

Sue Morecock 
Thank you for being my behind the scenes Angel!  You 
are an amazing Godly woman! 
 
What a difference you have made in my life 
I would like to express appreciation to Dawn McDade, 
Judith Williams, and Dawn Cluts for not only doing a 
great job while I was on vacation, but also for your 
continuous love, hard work and dedication to our youth.  
I love and treasure each one of you!! Thank you again 
for all you do to bless so many. 
 
You are Awesome! 
Thank you Douglas and Ray Doggett for your many 
hours of hard work cleaning the inside and outside of the 
Bethany van! It looked great and smelled amazing.  May 
God bless you for your love and dedication!  
 
Thanks for the Helping Hand! 
I would like to thank everyone who has donated to the 
“Helping Hands Mission Camp”.  I am constantly 
amazed and overwhelmed by the generosity, love, and 
support that are given to Bethany’s Youth!  May God 
bless each one of you for your dedication and kindness. 
 
Marsha Miller  
Thank you so very much for sharing God’s word with 
Bethany’s youth!  Your lessons were such a blessing to 
all of us.  You are an inspiration to everyone around you.  
We love you!  Bethany’s youth group 
 
Notes from Our Youth 
I enjoyed my second year at Blackstone just as much as 
the first.  The worship time was good, the food was 
good, and the daily activities were always changing so 
nobody got bored.  There was always something fun to 
do, and I personally took advantage of it by going to the 
basketball court, the pool, and just spending time with 
new people I met.  It was a great experience, that when 
you walk out of the building you feel better about 
yourself as a Christian, which is what I, and many others 
did.  - Joshua Hasty   
 

This was my fourth year going to Blackstone and by far 
the best year.  The band that performed for us was 
absolutely amazing, and they came from our very own 
Lighthouse Worship Center in Gloucester.  This was my 
first year being on the youth council; basically the youth 
council runs the show.  I taught a family group and 
disciplined the youth.  I had a really great time. On 
Saturday night we had a truly amazing worship service 
and I really felt God’s presence.   I would like to thank 
all the adults that chaperoned the trip, especially Mr. 
Andersen, Mrs. Sondra, and Mrs. Simmons who had to 
drive with screaming teens in their ears.  I’d also like to 
thank Judith and Patrick who had the guts to put up with 
screaming teens.  Over all the weekend was an absolute 
success!! Thanks to all that contributed in any way.   

- Joel Kidd     
 
As youth, it is important for us to find God.  Through 
Blackstone, relationships became closer and new 
beginnings were made with Jesus.  Between the speaker, 
Jamie Hudgins, the band, and everyone’s love, God was 
truly present with us at Blackstone the whole weekend.  
We had worship everyday and Saturday was life 
changing for me, and for many other people.  I was part 
of the staff, and I didn’t expect for the retreat to be so 
amazing.  I can’t even explain how perfect everything 
was.  We were blessed to have five adults go with us and 
to join in with the fun.  Of course we had fun, but even 
more importantly we learned, even more, how much 
God is great.  I would like to thank everyone who 
attended and prayed for us as we were gone because you 
help to make the walk with Christ even easier.  I 
CANNOT wait to go again next year!  - Michelle Taylor 
 
 
April Youth Events 
Saturday, April 4 – Make a Difference Day at our 
church.  We will meet from 9am 
–12 noon to help clean up 
around the outside of the 
church.  Your help would be 
greatly appreciated! 
 
Sunday, April 5 Youth Bible 
Study will meet from 5-6 p.m.  
Supper/MYF from 6-7:30 p.m.  
 

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday    
 

Sunday, April 19 - Dinner and a Movie from 5:00-7:30 
p.m.  This month’s feature movie is “Fire Proof”.  Bible 
study will not meet due to this special activity. 
 
Sunday, April 26 – Youth Officers/group leaders will 
meet from 3:00-5:30 p.m..   
 
SPECIAL NOTE 
MYF/Bible Study will not meet on Easter Sunday, April 
12 or April 26 due to officer/group leaders planning and 
training.   
 
 
Family Life Ministries 
Family Life Ministry needs your help in planning events 

for the remainder of the year.  Do 
you have any ideas or suggestions?  
If so, get in touch with Carol & 
Don Schultz, Ed & Bain Schultz, 
Steve & Dawn McDade, or Scott 
& Ruth Stilianos. 
 
 
 



Join us for a Seder Meal 
On Holy Thursday, April 9, at 6:00 p.m., Bethany will 
sponsor a Seder meal in the Warren Belvin Fellowship 

Hall.  A Seder is a traditional 
family meal celebrated by 
Jews during Passover, when 
they remember God’s 
deliverance of their ancestors 
from captivity in Egypt.  
Scholars believe that is was 
during the Seder meal that 
Jesus instituted the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper.  Our 
Seder meal will include not 
only Jewish traditions, but 

also a few Christian elements relating to our celebration 
of Holy Communion, which will conclude the Seder.  
There is an extended liturgy that will accompany our 
symbolic meal, in which all are invited to participate, 
including children.  Please note that this is not a full 
meal.  Food will be limited to matzoh crackers, a hard-
boiled egg, and an applenut salad.  No meat will be 
served. 
 

The Chancel Choir’s Lenten cantata will follow the meal 
at 7:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 
 

Because careful preparations are required for the Seder 
meal, reservations are necessary.  Please make your 
reservation below and place in the offering plate or 
return to the church office. 
 
SEDER RESERVATIONS 
 
Name(s) 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Number of persons attending _________ 
 

 
 

Needed! 
Youth Sunday School and transportation needed! 
The youth Sunday School class is in need of a teacher 
for the third or fourth Sunday of each month.  Randy 
Campbell has blessed our youth for many years with his 
teachings. Randy’s last Sunday teaching will be March 
29th.  He will truly be missed by Bethany’s youth, 
parents, and myself.  Thank you Randy for your love, 
kindness and dedication to Bethany’s youth!  Please pray 
about it and let me know if you are willing to teach once 
a month.  I am also in need of volunteers who would be 
willing to pick youth up and drop them off in the van on 
Sunday mornings.  Your help in any of these areas 
would be greatly appreciated.  Together we can make a 
difference! Thank you again for your continuous love 
and support for Bethany’s youth. 

 

God bless, Sondra 
Sds001@cox.net  804-642-0467 

 

Five New Acolytes Trained 
Five new acolytes have been trained by Acolyte 
Coordinator, Diane White, and are prepared to serve on 
Sunday mornings.  The new acolytes are Ashleigh Polk, 
Nathan Schultz, Maxx Polk, Mayce Tipton, and Molly 
Vaughan.  The new acolytes will be recognized on 
Sunday morning, April 5, and will receive their acolyte 
crosses at that time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Egg Stuffers UNITE! 

 
Come to the W.B. Fellowship Hall on 

 Thursday, April 2nd at 10:00 am 
to stuff over 1,000 Easter eggs 
in preparation for the children’s  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
to be held on the 11th. 

Breakfast goodies will be served. 
 

C’mon!! This is Stress Free Stuffing!!  
  

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The tradition continues… 
It’s time for the Bethany Children’s Ministries 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt!! 
   

~ ~ For all toddlers through 
fifth graders ~ ~ 

Saturday, April 11, 2009 
From 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

  
Come join your church friends 

in the 
 Warren Belvin Fellowship 

Hall 
for fun activities and ice cream, 

too!!  
Bring your baskets for 
a hoppin’ good time!! 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Bible Buddies are stepping out!!  
All third, fourth and fifth graders are invited to take part 
in  . . . . 
 

The Bible Buddies Bowling Outing 
On Monday, April  6th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

We will meet at BUMC at 5:00 p.m. in order to be at the 
Village Lanes by 5:30 p. m.  Dinner is included in the 
fun!! For more information contact Kris Kent at 642-
6438 or kentcrew@cox.net 
 
 
Bible Buddies Breaking News! 

This just in: 
 

Bible Buddies for all third, fourth, and fifth graders will 
be held on April 5th and 19th at 6:00 p.m.  The Last 

Supper Reenactment 
will take place on 
April 5th where there 
will be group prayer, 
feet washing, and 

Scripture Reading.  The youth and Bible Buddies will 
join in taking part in dinner in “The Upper Room”.  
 

On the 19th, we will continue work for the upcoming 
Silent Auction to be held in May.  Bring your Bible and 
a friend and we will see you all then! 
 

Miss Kris and Miss Jane 
642-6438 – kentcrew@@cox.net 



First Prayer Shawls Consecrated 
The first prayer shawls created by Bethany’s HUGS 
ministry are being consecrated with prayer on Sunday, 

March 29, during both worship 
services.  Each shawl is being given 
to a person who has special prayer 
needs as a reminder of God’s love 
and God’s presence with them.  For 
further information, please contact 
Janet Chapin (642-6822). 
 
 
 
 

 

Sermons for April 
April 5:  Palm Sunday 
“Holy Roller Coaster” based on Philippians 2:5-11 
April 12:  Easter 
“Butterfly People” based on 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
April 19:  Festival of God’s Creation 
 “Learning to Share” based on Acts 4:32-37 
April 26:  Native American Ministries Sunday 
 “When Red Can Get Ahead” based on Psalm 4 
 

 

Prayer Focuses for April 
April 1:    Those doing the work of evangelism 
April 8:     Peace in Jerusalem 
April 15:  Young adults in the church and community 
April 22:  Taking care of our planet 
April 29:  The Native American community 
Please join us at 6:30 p.m. any Wednesday evening in 
the Mary Lotsey classroom. 
 

Cleanliness Is Next to Godliness 
Probably more people will see our church and church 
grounds on Easter Sunday than any other Sunday of the 
year.  We would like our church and churchyard to be 
“spic and span” for that Sunday.  In preparation, we 
would like to invite all who are able to come out on 
Saturday morning, April 4, and help spruce up our 
church grounds, picking up litter, raking, etc.  Anytime 
you can come out between 9 a.m. and 12 noon would be 
much appreciated!  For further information, please 
contact Milton Hudgins at 642-5622. 
 

Bethany Remembers Margaret Martin 
A Celebration of Life service was held for Margaret 
Martin on Saturday, March 21 at Bethany Church.  
Margaret became a member of Bethany Church in 1972.  
(The Lacey Martin Fellowship Class is named after her 
late husband.)  While she was able, Margaret was an 
energetic worker and a gracious presence at Bethany.  
For the last several years she was a resident of Warwick 
Forest and, more recently, Morningside Assisted Living 
in Newport News.  Margaret is survived by her daughter 
and son-in-law, Marla and Adrian Wheat, two 
granddaughters, Courtney and Brittney, and two great-
grandchildren.  Memorial gifts may be sent to Bethany 
UMC for “Helping Hands” or to Compassion 
International in Colorado Springs. 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia Annual Conference Cuts Budget 
Due to the difficulty of some churches in the conference 
to pay their apportionments in full and the inability of 
the conference reserve funds to make up the difference 
during these tough economic times, the Conference 
Council on Finance and Administration has required that 
cuts be made in the Virginia Conference budget so that 
the budget will balance.  One full-time staffer at the 
conference headquarters in Richmond, Ann Davis, 
Director of Children’s Ministries and Discipleship, has 
been laid off.  Two part-time staff persons, Violet 
Durrette, Director of the Media Resource Center, and 
Yvonne Seals, Administrative Assistant, have lost their 
jobs.  These cuts are effective on July 1.  Additional cuts 
were made to the conference program budget and in 
grant money to local churches.  Total savings to the 
conference will be approximately $400,000 for 2009.   

Can’t Get to Church? 
Did you know that cassette tapes of our 11 o’clock 
worship services are available upon request?  Merle 
Luther, our audio specialists, makes tapes of the service 
each Sunday.  Patsy Morales and Doris Courtney then 
deliver those tapes to shut-ins each week.  Please let 
Patsy (642-4112) or Doris (642-1663) know if you 
would like to be included in their tape delivery route. 

New Committee Organized at Bethany 
The Church and Society Committee of Bethany, chaired 
by Nancy Orth, had its first meeting on Feb. 26.  The 
purpose of the committee is to assist our congregation in 
impacting our society for good in tangible ways.  Their 
first project on March 29 was to collect non-perishable 
food items for the Salvation Army.  The last Sunday of 
every month the committee will have a different 
charitable emphasis.  Members of the committee include 
Judy Vaughan, Bev Kearney, Ken Bunting, and Peggy 
Peterman.  The Church and Society Committee is one 
more wonderful ministry under the umbrella of our 
Outreach Ministries Team.  For further information, 
please contact Nancy Orth at 693-4762. 
 

Bethany Celebrates Festival of God’s 
Creation on April 19 
Part of Christian stewardship involves taking good care 
of God’s creation.  That includes looking out for our 
home in the universe, Planet Earth.  Bethany will 
celebrate a “Festival of God’s Creation” on Sunday 
morning, April 19.  You are invited to join us on that 
Sunday as we consider how we can be more faithful 
stewards of the world’s bounty that we share. 
 

Native American Ministries Sunday on 
April 26 
Once again this year, on the fourth Sunday in April, 
Bethany will celebrate Native American Ministries 

Sunday.  Appropriate music will be 
both played and sung, and prayers 
will reflect Native American 
traditions.  A special offering will be 
received for Native American 
ministries in our Annual Conference, 
and a shower of gifts will be solicited 
for the Mattaponi Healing Eagle 
Clinic.  Please watch our Sunday 
bulletins in April for a list of supplies 
needed by the clinic.  For further 

information, please contact Doris Luther (642-6053). 



Fifteen Hour Prayer Vigil 
Again this year Bethany is 
sponsoring a Prayer Vigil in our 
church sanctuary as part of our 
Holy Week activities.  The vigil 
will begin at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thursday evening, following our 
choir’s performance, and end at 
12 noon on Friday, before our 
Good Friday service begins.  
Scheduling for the vigil is by one-hour slots, with two 
persons assigned to pray each hour through the night and 
on into the next morning.  Dawn Cluts, our Prayer 
Coordinator, is in charge of signing people up for the 
vigil.  Please call her if you are able to help (684-5340).  
The side door to the sanctuary will remain unlocked 
through the night.  Let us remember Jesus’ words to his 
disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane:  “Could you not 
keep awake one hour? (Mark 14:37). 
 
 
Chancel Choir Presents The Rose of 
Calvary 
Bethany’s Chancel Choir, under Director of Music 
Sandra Fox and accompanied by Rudy Shackelford, is 
presenting its Lenten Cantata on Maundy Thursday, 
April 9, at 7:30 p.m.  The cantata was written by Joseph 
Martin, one of the most talented composers of music for 
church choirs living today.  The Rose of Calvary is based 
on the metaphor of Jesus as the Rose of Sharon (Cant. 
2:1).  The progression of the music moves from joy at 
Jesus’ coming, to his call to repentance, the peace and 
life Jesus gives, welcoming him with hosannas, his 
message of love, praying in the garden, condemned to 
die, and concludes with his death on the cross.  Young 
people will be in costume and act out the roles of Jesus 
and his disciples, and a narrator will relate the story of 
the Rose between the musical numbers.   Everyone is 
encouraged to attend this deeply moving musical tribute 
to the Passion of Christ. 
 

Brief Worship Service Marks the Death 
of Christ 
There will be a brief worship service in our church 
sanctuary at 12 noon on Good Friday, April 10.  
Appropriate music will be played and sung.  Scriptures 
and prayers befitting the day will be offered.  There will 
be no sermon or offering taken.  All are invited to attend. 
 

Cub Scouts Present Bethany with Flag 
Mounted on the wall just inside the 
entrance to the Warren Belvin 
Fellowship Hall is a folded American 
flag in an attractive frame.  A gift 
from Cub Pack 113 to its sponsoring 
church, the flag was presented to Rev. 

Young and to David Chapin, Bethany’s Scouting 
Representative, at the Cub Scouts’ annual Blue and Gold 
Banquet on Feb. 27.  The flag is special because it flew 
over Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan as part of Task 
Force Tusker.  Ramon Cruz, U.S. Army stationed at 
Bagram, and a neighbor of both David Chapin and Cub 
Pack Committee chairperson Tim Guju, sent the flag to 
the Cub Pack in appreciation for some CARE packages 
that the Cubs had shipped to Cruz’s unit at Christmas.  
Bethany Church is very grateful to Cub Scout Pack 113 
for the gift. 
 

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way 
Thanks to the ingenuity of Bethany member Mike 
Anderson and the help of others in the Lacey Martin 
Sunday School class, a resident of Guinea living in 
extreme poverty will soon have a warm and dry place to 
sleep.  Last winter Mr. Garris West lived in a rickety, 
drafty shack with a dirt floor.  Next winter he will sleep 
in a secure, dry, and warm shelter—small but solid.  
Because the shelter was built with tiny dimensions, 12 X 
12, county building codes did not apply, and the class 
was able to move ahead with the project without delay.  
Assisting Mike in the construction are Patrick Kiley, 
Jack Wallace, and Pete Dunston.   
 
 

Communion to Shut-ins 
A very wonderful monthly ministry of Bethany Church 
is serving Holy Communion to shut-ins and nursing 
home residents.  Marsha Miller is supervising this 
ministry, and she is assisted by fellow Lay Speakers, 
Roy Bauschatz and Loreen Paiva, as well as by Rev. 
Justis and Rev. Young.  Our desire is to make Holy 
Communion available to all those who are unable to 
come to church on Communion Sunday.  If you would 
like to receive the sacrament at home, or if you know of 
a member who would like to be served at home, please 
contact Marsha Miller at 642-9352. 
 
 

Bethany’s Sound System Modernized 
Thanks to a gift from our 
Memorials Committee, Bethany’s 
Sound System has moved into the 
21st century.  We are moving from 
analog audio technology, using 
cassette tapes, to digital 
technology, using CD’s (with 
DVD capability)!  Although not all 
the equipment is installed, we will 

shortly have the capability of making multiple copies of 
CD’s of the worship service or other programs held in 
our church sanctuary.  Sophisticated audio software 
allows us to edit the service or program before burning a 
disc.  While shut-ins continue to use cassette recorders, 
we will continue to provide cassette tapes as needed.  
Merle Luther is our audiovisual specialist, and he is 
doing a masterful job in shepherding us through this 
time of transition.  If you would like to be part of our 
audiovisual ministry, please contact Merle at 642-6053. 
 
 
 

Bethany Members Help with 
Salvation Army Relocation 
The Salvation Army recently relocated to a more 
suitable location on Route 17.  Moving from the 
congested Hayes Plaza location where it had limited 
visibility, the Hayes office moved north on Route 17 to 
7057 Linda Circle, at the old location of Peninsula 
Heating and Air.  Some of the Bethany members who 
assisted in the move were Mike Andersen, Jack Wallace, 
Patrick Kiley, Wiley Cross, and Doris Luther.  
Bethany cherishes its close relationship with the 
Salvation Army and its charitable work. 
 
 
 



Pastor’s Column:  “A Seder Meal?” 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to 
make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?”  He said, “Go into the city to a certain 
man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says:  My time is 
near; I will keep the Passover at your house with 
my disciples.’”  So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them, and they prepared the Passover 
meal.  (Matt. 26:17-19) 
 

Most of you have probably 
noticed that there is 
something new in our 
progression of Holy Week 
activities this year.  Along 
with our Palm Sunday 
service, Lenten cantata,  
prayer vigil, Good Friday 
service, Easter Egg Hunt, 

Sunrise Service, and, of course Easter services, is a 
Seder meal, scheduled for Maundy Thursday 
evening at 6:00 p.m.  Perhaps such an addition to 
our traditional format deserves a word of 
explanation. 
 
First of all, Seder (pronounced say'-der), is the 
name of the traditional meal celebrated by Jews at 
the beginning of the eight days of their Festival of 
Unleavened Bread.  It was the meal that Jesus was 
directing his disciples to prepare, indicated in the 
scripture printed above.  It is also the meal at which, 
according to our gospel accounts, Jesus interrupted 
the traditional Jewish liturgy and made personal 
application:  “this is my body” and “this is my 
blood of the covenant”.  Seder is the Jewish word 
meaning “order” and reflects the prescribed order of 
the ceremonial elements that occur during the meal.  
Celebrating the Seder meal here at Bethany helps us 
appreciate the historical tie that exists between the 
Lord’s Supper and the Jewish Passover. 
 
The content of the words recited at the Jewish meal 
reflect with gratitude God’s miraculous deliverance 
of the Hebrews from bondage in the land of Egypt, 
involving the deliverance (the “passing over”) of 
the firstborn of the Hebrews who had put the lamb’s 
blood on their doorposts.  The Seder meal is 
founded on the rituals mentioned in Exodus 12 and 
Deuteronomy 16.  Additional elements of the Seder 
were added later, and, by the time of Jesus, much of 
the present-day order was firmly established.  Our 
Seder meal will contain many of those traditional 
Jewish elements. 
 
Our meal, however, will be significantly different 
from the Jewish Seder.  For one thing, in a Jewish 
household the Seder meal is eaten in the home, 
rather than in the synagogue.  For another, in a 
Jewish home the meal, along with the 
accompanying ritual, may last two to three hours.  
We will not have a full meal; some of the Jewish 
forms will be omitted; and our service will last 
approximately one hour.  Finally, at the point in the 
Seder when many scholars believe that Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper, we will depart from 
the traditional Jewish wording and inject words of 

Jesus as reflected in the gospels.  As I pronounce 
the words in Jesus’ stead and consecrate the 
elements, we will share Holy Communion at our 
individual tables, using Matzah (unleavened bread) 
and carbonated grape juice in place of our traditional 
white bread and grape juice.  Just a word of advice:  
those desiring a large dinner may either wish to eat 
before coming or to have their big meal at lunch.  No 
meat will be served at our Seder meal. 
 
I cordially invite you to join us for this symbolic meal.  
Reservations are necessary, and a special reservation 
form is available elsewhere in this newsletter.   

 
Shalom, 
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Joyce Meyer Ministries Coming to 
Hampton Coliseum 
On Thursday, April 16 – 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 17 – 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 18 -10 a.m. 
Seating is on a first come, first served basis.   
 
Each session will include a powerful message from 
Joyce and feature worship with Darlene Zschech and the 
Hillsong band.  
 

Joyce is one of the world’s leading practical Bible 
teachers.  A New York Times bestselling author, her 
books have helped millions of people find hope and 
restoration through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To know the love of God personally through Jesus 
Christ, 

To share the love of God through fellowship  
as a congregation, 

To spread the love of God throughout our community 
and the world. 


