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                      Worship Services: 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

                                       January 4. 2009 
                                    Epiphany Sunday 
                             
 LARGE PRINT HYMNALS are available for your use – request one from an usher. 

Listening devices are available from the ushers for the hearing impaired. 
 
 
 

Gathering Gathering Gathering Gathering     
    
    
 

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP     
            You are invited to use this time to welcome and visit with others in the congregation. 
 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
            Let the chiming of the hour be a call to silent meditation and prayer  
  
 

PRELUDE                Hymn: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”               UMH, No. 247 
      Fantasy on “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”  Dietrich Buxtehude (ca. 1637-1707) 
                           - Celebrating the Epiphany of the Lord (January 6th) -              
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
 

*OPENING CHORUS                                                                                              UMH, No. 251                                                                                                         
  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere! 
  Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                  John 1:1-2,14                                                                               
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the  
Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from  
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

*OPENING HYMN                    Sing We Now of Christmas                                 UMH, No. 237 
 
 
 

*OPENING PRAYER                                                                                           
O God, you made of one blood all nations, and, by a star in the East, revealed to all peoples him whose 
name is Emmanuel.  Enable us who know your presence with us to proclaim his unsearchable riches, so 
that all may come to his light, and bow before the brightness of his rising, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE                                                                                            UMH, No. 294 
             Star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding 
guide us to thy perfect light.     

                                        



Proclamation and ResponseProclamation and ResponseProclamation and ResponseProclamation and Response    
    

 SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM (11:00)      Gavin David West      UMH, No. 40-41 
 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
     At the 11:00 a.m. service children are dismissed to Children’s Church 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                       
 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as  
 the Scripture is read and your word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what    
 you say to us today.  Amen. 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                       Isaiah 60:1-6                    Pew Bible, OT, page 654                                   
  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                  Matthew 2:1-12                      Pew Bible, NT, page 1   
             This is the Word of the Lord 
             Thanks be to God. 
  
WITNESS TO THE WORD              Seeing Jesus Like Ourselves                     Rev. Steve Young 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS  
     Offertory Anthem    8:30                       African Noel                       Arr. Benjamin Harlan 
                                            11:00            The Story of the Wisemen     
         *Doxology                                 
  O come, let us adore him! 
  O come, let us adore him! 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

    
Thanksgiving and CommunionThanksgiving and CommunionThanksgiving and CommunionThanksgiving and Communion    

    

*INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                                                                                                                     
 

  SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                       UMH, No. 15-16 
       

  THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                          UMH, No. 895 
  
  GIVING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP  

Music during Communion             Chorale Prelude on “Silent Night”   
                                                                                                     Samuel Barber (1910-1981) 
 
 

Sending ForthSending ForthSending ForthSending Forth    
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                 He Is Born                                                 UMH, No. 228  
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*DISMISSAL CHORUS      
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.                                                           
               

 

*POSTLUDE                        Russian Dance, from “The Nutcracker”          Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

                                                                                                                                          (1840-1893)                                                                                                   



_____________________________________________ 

*Congregation to Stand 
 

 
Welcome Visitors 
We are most happy that you are here today as a partner in prayer, in song and in hearing God’s word.  If you are a 
visitor please know we are glad you chose to worship with us, and we hope you will come again soon! 
 

Nursery Available 
For the convenience of parents of small children a nursery is provided during both  
worship services and also during the Sunday School hour.  The maximum suggested 
age for the nursery is four years old. Please ask an usher or greeter for directions to the  
nursery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE ON THE PRELUDE 
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (UMH, No. 247) is one of the most beautiful Epiphany hymns.  Words and 
music are attributed to the German theologian, poet, and composer Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608), who also created the 
great Advent hymn Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (UMH, No. 720), which inspired settings by Hugo Diestler and 
Johann Sebastian Bach that we heard in November. 
 

Nicolai’s text is alive with references to the light that Christ brings into the world, such as “Morning Star,” 
“Heavenly Brightness,” and “Light Divine.”  These visual metaphors are translated into musical harmonies by the 
God-given genius of Dietrich Buxtehude, Bach’s most important predecessor.  His sublime Fantasy on “O Morning 
Star, How Fair and Bright” dances into the light with the rhythm of the jig, borrowed from popular music of the 17th 
century.  –Rudy Shackelford 
 
 

Bishop:    Reverend Charlene Payne Kammerer 
District Superintendent:  Reverend Joseph D. Carson 
Minister:  Reverend Stephen E. Young 
Pastor in Residence:  Reverend Bob Justis 
Pastor in Residence:  Chaplain L. Lawson Byrd 
Pastor in Residence:  Chaplain Carol Johnson 
Lay Leader:  Archie Leigh 
Associate Lay Leader:  Roy Bauschatz 
Youth Leader:  Sondra Colbert 
Children’s Ministry:  Kris Kent 
Director of Music:  Sandra Fox 
Organist:  Rudy Shackelford 
Soloist: 8:30  Janet Chapin 
Lay Reader: 8:30 Bob Justis                          11:00 Loreen Paiva 
Acolytes:        8:30 

11:00 
Trip Vaughan and Hunter Tipton 
Colleen LeMay and Chelsea Leigh 

Altar Guild for January:  Pat Hasty, Peggy Burton, and Nancy Cooper  
Greeters:                                     11:00    Narthex :                   Side Entrance: 
 

This Week at Bethany 
Today 8:25 & 10:55 Prayer time – Mary Lotsey Classroom 
 9:45 Sunday School for all ages 
 5:00-6:00 Middle School/High School Bible Study 
 6:00-7:30 Supper/MYF 
 6:00-7:30 Bible Buddies 
Monday 5:00 Weight Watchers – WBFH 
 7:00 Men/Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesday 7:00 Trustees Meeting 



 7:00 JOY Circle 
Wednesday 7:00 Focused Prayer: Our Missionary, Clara Biswas 
 7:30 Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Thursday 9:00 The Main Event  
 6:00 Scouts meet in Educational Classroom 
 6:30 Emmaus 
 7:30 Midweek Worship-Jack Chase, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints 
Friday 7:00-8:30 Youth play rehearsal  
Next Sunday 8:25 & 10:55 Prayer Time – Mary Lotsey Classroom  
 9:45 Sunday School for all ages 
 4:00 Glenn Winters Concert 
 5:00-6:00 Middle School/High School Bible Sunday   6-7:30 Supper/MYF 

    

 

Children's Church Open House 
January 25th during the 11:00 am Worship Service.  Immediately after is the 2009 Annual Children's Ministry 
Committee Luncheon 

 

The following people are encouraged to attend: 
1.)  All parents of preschoolers through fifth graders.  
 

2.) Grandparents of Bethany children. 
 

3.)  Lovers of children that interested in serving on this committee.  
 

Let your voice be heard as we brainstorm and plan 2009 activities. 
 

Deli sandwiches will be served, please bring a cold salad or dessert. 
 

Child Care will be provided by the BUMC Youth. 
 

Adult Membership Class:  An Open Invitation 
Pastor Steve will lead an adult membership class on Jan. 11, 18, and 25 during the Sunday School hour (9:45 until 
10:45 a.m.).  The topics will be:  “What It Means to Be a Christian,” “What It Means to Be a United Methodist,” and 
“What It Means to Be a Bethany Member.”  Please meet him around the coffee pot in the fellowship hall, and we’ll 
find a place to meet.   
 

Potato Bar 
The Lacey Martin Fellowship Class is sponsoring a potato bar after the second service on Sunday, January 18, to 
benefit the David Belvin family.  The Belvins’ trailer on Crab Thicket Road, Gloucester, was destroyed by fire on the 
weekend of December 14.  The Belvins did not have insurance.  At this time David and his wife Beth are living in 
the Esther Thompson Cottage, a mission of Bethany UMC.  David is the stepson of Bethany member Pete Dunston.  
Please plan to stay after the service, enjoy a big baked potato with all the fixings, and make a generous donation to 
this family in need.   
 

Snowflake Cupcake Sale 
The Bethany Bible Buddies will be sponsoring a Snowflake Cupcake Sale January 18th in the WBFH! All 
proceeds will benefit David and Beth Belvin. Please note:  Cupcake Bakers are needed for this event!! 

 

Please notify Kris Kent or Jane Neithamer if you are able to help. Your generous assistance is greatly appreciated 
 

         Glenn Winters          Glenn Winters          Glenn Winters          Glenn Winters ---- January 11, 2 January 11, 2 January 11, 2 January 11, 2009009009009    
                          4:00 P.M.                          4:00 P.M.                          4:00 P.M.                          4:00 P.M.    
    Operation Opera  

 

Glenn Winters received the Doctor of Music from Northwestern University; he also 

holds the B.M. and M.M. in piano performance from Indiana University.  His 



background includes teaching college-level piano, arts administration at two universities (including VCU, where he 

directed the Community School of the Performing Arts from 1991-2002), and extensive performing experience as 

pianist, operatic baritone, and published composer.  His two original operas for children, History Alive! and Tales From 

the Brothers Grimm, were commissioned by Virginia Opera’s education department and have enjoyed successful 

state-wide tours.  Mr. Winters joined Virginia Opera in 2004 as Community Outreach Musical Director.  
 

Reception to follow in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

Religions of the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Come out the first Thursday in January and continue our journey on learning about the religions of the world.   
 

Date: January 8 
 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Place: Bethany United Methodist Church 
 

Speaker: Jack Chase, who will tell us about the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

 
Stewardship for December 28, 2008 
Attendance: 
    Worship: 

  
127 

        8:30 34  
      11:00 93  
    
Sunday School:   
   Adults 
   Youth 
   Children 

 
50 
10 
0 

60 

   

   
   
 
Counting Teams Schedule 
January 4 Jean Heywood, Carlton Heywood, Norman Poland 
January 11 Mike Andersen, Doris Luther, Merle Luther 
 
 


