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   CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

  PRELUDE         “Sing We Now of Christmas”:  Variations on a Noël        Macel Dupré (1886-1971) 
                                                         (Theme and Variations 1-7)                           
 

  LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                                           the LeMay family 
 

*CHRISTMAS CAROL                               O Come, All Ye Faithful                           UMH, No. 234 
         (verses 1,3,6)  

*OPENING PRAYER 
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray: 
 Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled world, the light of your Son, 

Let the star of your hope touch the minds of all people with the bright beams  
of mercy and truth.  So direct our steps that we may walk in the way revealed  
to us,  as the shepherds of Bethlehem walked with joy to the manger.   
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                     “The Nicene Creed”                                 UMH, No. 880 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 

O come, let us adore him! O come, let us adore him! 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

FIRST LESSON                                              Isaiah 9:2-7                                                  Joel Kidd 
CHRISTMAS CAROL           Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (verses 1,3)              UMH No. 216 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                   Micah 5:2-5a                                      Susan Young 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1,4)             UMH, No. 230  
 
 

THIRD LESSON                                              Luke 1:26-38                                          Nick LeMay 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                       What Child Is This? (verses 1,3)                     UMH, No. 219 
 

 
 

FOURTH LESSON                                          Luke 1:39-56                                      Dolores Breen 
CHRISTMAS CAROL              It Came upon the Midnight Clear (verses 1,4)     UMH, No. 218 
 

FIFTH LESSON                                              Luke 1:68-79                                    Milton Hudgins                     
CHRISTMAS CAROL                          Infant Lowly, Infant Holy                            UMH, No. 229 
 

SIXTH LESSON                                                     Luke 2:1-7                                             Doris Luther 
CHRISTMAS CAROL                        Away in a Manger (verses 1,3)                      UMH, No. 217  
 

SEVENTH LESSON                                            Luke 2:8-20                                             Ray Doggett 
                                                                       O Holy Night                         Soloist: Bessie Conner 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                     Variations on a Noël (Nos. 8 & 9)                Marcel Dupré 
 



        *Doxology                    O come, let us adore him!  O come, let us adore him! 
                                                O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
        *Prayer of Dedication   
 

   INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
   
  PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   
  
  GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

We will have two stations for receiving the Sacrament at the head of the center aisle.  Kindly follow the directions of 
the ushers as you come.  When you are given a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and eat immediately.  You may return 
to your pew via the side aisles. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION            Prelude on “In Dulci Jubilo”                     Marcel Dupré 
                 - Based upon Hymn No. 224 - 

 

*LIGHTING OF THE CONGREGATION’S CANDLES 
The acolytes will light the candle of the person closest to the center aisle on each pew.  Kindly pass the light down the 
pew until all candles are lit. 
 

*CHRISTMAS CAROL                                         Silent Night                                        UMH No. 239  
*BENEDICTION 
 Lord, now let your servant depart in peace according to your word,  

for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the presence of all people,  
 a light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel.  Amen. 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE                                                                                                               UMH, No. 239 
 Christ the Savior is born! 

Christ the Savior is born! 
 

  POSTLUDE                                Variations on a Noël (No. 10 – Fugato)                   Marcel Dupré 
    

                          __________________________________________ 
*Congregation to Stand 

 
Acolytes: Joel and Hannah Kidd 
 
 
NOTE ON THE ORGAN MUSIC 
Frenchman Marcel Dupré is universally esteemed as the greatest organist of modern times, perhaps second only to Johann 
Sebastian Bach in the annals of an instrument invented before the birth of Christ.  In 1922 Dupré performed all of Bach’s 
organ works from memory in ten concerts – an unprecedented artistic and intellectual triumph – and also created the 
magnificent Variations on a Noël, which established his reputation as a composer of extremely virtuosic music. 
 

But this is no emptyheaded showpiece, for Dupré modelled his variations upon the supreme example of the genre, Bach’s 
“Goldberg” Variations, where freely invented pieces alternate with those in strict canon according to a highly intricate 
design.  Far from being a dry academic exercise, however, Dupré’s ten variations mesmerize the listener with a rainbow of 
organ tone-colors, building to an irresistible climax that challenges even the ablest performers. 
 

Dupré used a medieval French carol, Noël Nouvelet, as the basis for his variations.  The word noël means “news”, referring 
to the good news of Christ’s birth.  This carol appears twice in the United Methodist Hymnal: No. 237, “Sing We Now of 
Christmas”; and No. 311, “Now the Green Blade Riseth,” an Easter hymn. 
 

In addition to his dual career as a composer and international organ recitalist, Marcel Dupré taught for many years at the 
Paris Conservatory.  His star pupil was Olivier Messiaen, whose 100th birthday we celebrated on December 10th.  We shall 
continue our tribute to Messiaen in 2009. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
The pastor and staff of Bethany UMC send our prayers that God may bless each of you with a Christmas holiday filled 
with love, joy, and peace. 



 
Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed the remainder of this week.  While the pastor is away, you may reach him on his cell 
phone (832-0979), or for immediate assistance please call Rev. Bob Justis (757-880-0015), Chaplain Carol Johnson (757-
273-1482), or associate Lay Leader Roy Bauschatz (642-6340). 
 


